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Ve LR it, excep Poe bad before kid it 
10 be their Duty, or md Te eceive NN Com- 
mavds From Rim abönt it. 80 in the foregoing Verſe, 


Ke" directs them how to give thi 


7 that it was their Duty to 5 0 ; 1 
| the Poor, according to their Ability. "Chriſt had alfo 


x . ſet them an Example of performing this Duty: and 
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they knew from his Precepts and Example, that their 


_ Obligation. to it was not ſuperſede and ſet aſide 


10 their jc Joining In "any : ' ſocial Worſhip; particularly 
not by going up to the Temple and prayikg 8 
a it is neetſſary to be cc ſiderec 


"Promiſe annexed to .this Service 1 Text, af oj 


TT, rewarded "openly, intimates that it was their Duty. 
For the Promiſes are made to the faithful Diſcharge 
of, our Duty. 80 that our 'Lord's taking i it for granted = 
- that they would | offer up Private Prayer, dire ing 


1 4+ $: N 2 


Command Wa it, as if 
in exp refs ords. And. we 


he #2; * 83 * Peep 


= 8 2 them, how to. do it, YE giving them an encouraging 


© 2 2 > 2 0 INS N * 2 
Bi Diſeiples, 5 | . 
5 on * 8 "ext. - 


A Nh dvd dr 10 ſecret. 


thou prayeſt, enter into thy dises, 200 


ks on Stine bers pray. He directs 


In the f foregoing Verſe, that they ſhould not be as the: 
ices, chat owe to pray Standing, in the Syna- 


* a eee, Tho:Pharifers 
5 er other hypoeritical Zezus, bad their ſtated Hours 


yer, and they contrived to be caught, at thoſe 
in gs 9 ee As in Ah Synagogue or 
Cc 


? - 


1 Wot they flood: and perry to. be. feen of 


Men, and reverenced as Perſons: of uncommon: Neu, „ 
Zut Chriſt directs his Diſciples: to avoid all Appear- 

ance of Oftentation, and when their Times of Prayer 
were cojhe, to enter into ait Claſit. The Word fig- - 
ab ſecret retired Apartment; and may include 


have imagined, that our Lord uſed à Word of this 
Eatitude, comprehending any retiretd Place, that bis . 
Diſciples might have no Excuſe for omitting the 
Duty, becauſe they had nt the Convenience of ſuch 
4 Place 45 they choſe, or thought Tufficicathy/private. 

irects them to hut the Door, in order to avoid 


5 Ockentation; to exclude Spectators ; to keep du, as + z 


as poſſible, any Noiſe, from divertiag the 
Thought and to prevent any Interruption in the 


Service. He would have them fetire from all Man- 

kind, even from their Families, and neareſt Relati: 
ons; get as far as they could, out: f the Neiſe and 
KFurry of the World; have their Hearts free from 


worldly Cares and Diſtractions, and attuin as: much 
EFixedneſs and Compoſure of Thought, as Was in their 
Power. The Nature of private Prayer requires this: 
1 is a private perſonal Buſineſs; with Which no one 
Kath any concern, but the Perſon himſelf; and the 
"Reaſon! our Lord gives, that Gob eff in ſeerer;- im 
plies that no one elſe doth or ſhould ſee. It is true 


deed; all have not Cloſets,” or Bell chambers of 


ay own; they have not the ſume Couvemiences for 
eee po ons 2 is to be as retired as. 


n CloſitHBed-chambery or any ſolitary Place. Some 35 | 


unaffected a Manner; as they can. Our Circum- 


{iden may be -ſach: that it cannot be hid. Our 
Families may at Rated : Times, we retire 
- by bufſslves, and will - ſuppoſe, if they have 
any Senſe of Religion, that we retire/ for R 
Meditation and Prayer: and there is nothing in 
this to be | aſhamed: of. There is no 
ſhould be unwilling they. ſhould: 
Will be an Juſtruftion and 
is no way inconſiſtent. with our Lord's Direction. ; But. 
Care ſhould be eee e Pon 


_ any” unbecoming 


Bran with a low 
the e — W 1 axrugant 


is moſt uſeful ;-- a5 — 


abi to a and 
to ker | 
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5 Fa; Faith in his perfect Knowledge, Wiſdoms 
nnd Goodneſs. | + He that cometh to Gon, faith the” | 
Apoſtle, muſt Sele that He is, and that He is the 


5 „ F 
"$63 


r 


1 e Man: hath FASO an is. 


8 Kari not to an Idol, that is the Object of Senſe,” 
that we can ſee and touch : nor are we to addreſs . 
Prayer to any Creature, as an Image or Repreſenta- 1 

tion of Gop: but to him alone who is invifible. 
Me are to pray under a full Perſuaſion of his Omni- _ 

ſcience and Omnipreſence; that, though we ſee him oo 

not, yet he ſeeth and knoweth us and all Things. 

We are therefore to conſider him. as a#ually preſens 

aui u5- hearing every Word we utter, diſcerning 5 

cvery Thought which ariſeth in our- Minds: He * f 
there, where no one elſe is: and we are to- ſet hi X 


before us, as the Witneſs of our moſt private Ae. 


tions, our moſt ſecret Thoughts. We are to pray, 
as if we ſaw. the eternal Jehovah ſtanding in ſome 


viſible Luftre before us, and attending to every Word . 


1 utter. When we are exhorted to addreſs Gop- 


as our Father, it intimates that we are to pray in 


Rewarder of them that diligently ſeek him.“ We are 


| 40. addreſs him as aur Father, who gave us our Be- 
ing, on whom we conſtantly depend ; as a wiſe and 


Father, always able, and always ready, to help ;- 


With a Belief that He heareth our Prayers, and Wilk 


E 728 


ant alt "thoſe Things tht are needful, or will be 


| 8 zood for us. We are to acknowledge, adore; and 
give him the” Glory of, his infinite PerfeRions and 
| Excellencies ;— to acknowledge our Obligatidne"td- | 


him, for his various and numberleſs. Mengies* 


10 confeſs with Shame and Sorrow, our Iogratitade, 5 
| Undutifulneſs | and: e j—y 8 


. 88 
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Whole Family, to addreſs him as our Father, who i is in 


* 


4 I) >» 
3 I's 7 z*F gf: 
75 a 
— to ou 
8 — 


4 We Merey, Help, an: Comfort to 9915 

_vurſelves and all we have and can do to him; ac- 

knowledging his Right and Claim to our beſt Ser- 
and we are to make Interceſſion for his. 


Heaven, and pray for one another.——Further, ad- 
— Sreffing God as our Father, who is in ſecret, eric 0 
that we ſhould do it with great Seriouſueſi and Reve- 
ente; be careful what we ſay and not be raſt to utter 
'any Thing with our Mouths. A greater Freedom is 
allowable in our private Addreſſes to Gop than in 
Sur ſocial ones: but ſtill there is a Decorum to be. 
Sͥbſervech in bis Preſence; as there is in the Preſoncs 
of an'earthly Father or Sovereign, if we were alone 
With him: for Gop is not only greatly to be feared 
In the Aﬀembly of the Saints, but to be had in 
Keverenee of all them that are about him. Once 
more, addrefling him as our Father intimates, that 
we mould do it with carne Defire and chearful Hope; 
Tenfible' of our Wants, their Number and Impor- 
race 3 and rejoieing in this Aſſurance, that He, WO 
pred not If own Son but delivered him up for us 
all, Will with him alſo 2 oe: us 3 all Things. — 


We ate to confder, 


II. The Arguments . HS our 7 urgeth this 5 
1 They are theſe three ;—Gop. was their Fa- 
ther—He ſeeth, in fſecret—and would. reward them ; 


x WE. 
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met is bot an bug and an « Kester 


—＋ is a — Gop I 


a ain CW 
of the whole Univerſe; z the Facker of Men and A4. 


: and there was nothing peculiar in the Character 
or Cicunnfiahets of the Diſciples which will not 


equally affect us. Beſides; the Multitude as well as - E 


| his Diſciples,. were now his Heaters "He addrefled 
| this Sermon to them, and, as the Fwangeliſf tells us 
at the Cloſe of it, taught them with Authority. He 
is our Father, So in the Lord's Prayer, Chriſt hath 
inſtructed us to addreſs him, as his Children. There- i 
fore we are obliged to pray to him. It is an Act 
of Homage, which we owe to the Father of our 


Spirits: for, as He himſelf argueth, if T'be/a Father 


where is my Fray or Reverence ?* Private Prayer is 
a Part of Morality : a Duty we owe to God, refult- 
ing from our Relation and Obligations to him, and 
Dependance upon him. Every one is bound wr 
to pay Reſpect to his Superiours : every Child in a 
Family to pay particular and diſtin& Homage and 
Duty to a Parent. To this I would add, that the 
 Eondeſcenfion of God in ſtyling himſelf our Father, 
and permitting our Application to him under that 
endearing Title, though we are unworthy, ſinful Crea- 
tures, increaſeth the Obligation to do it. He hath 


bent his Son, his only begotten, his dear Son, to aſ. 


ſure us of his parental Care and Love, and introduce 
us into his Preſence, Therefore we muſt be rüde, 
bp ungrateful, diſobedient and rebellious, if we” neglett 
Praying to him. 


lis being our Father 18 A5 
2 Encouragement to pray. Children naturally ufing 
all their Complaints to their Father; aſk, bim 5 
Kut * want, and deſire. his Favour and Bletz. 
5 8 Fa 6 575 | Ws 
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= mou our. earthly. Parents... He NE 38 
Hearts all their, fatherly Pity and Affection: and (as 


ully and ſtronglx argues) © if. ye being 


8 2. know. bon to, give good Gifes to your Children 


n, give ee an chat aſk kim? 


Heart i is always full of Tenderneſs : his Eyes are ever i 
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T7 that I thiok meds vou, Thoughts of Peace and not of 
Ful; but it is added, then ſhall ye call pan me and ye 
mall A and l prop. wnto me, an unto 


|  apon bis devout Children: his Ears are always * 
d, their 2 Thro Christ, we have Acceſs br 2 
one Spirit to the Father ; and under the Influence of - 
— hat Spirit we way ſay, Alls Father, with humble 


"Confidence, chat he will ſatisfy all the reaſonable De- 


5 Ares of our Hearts. Your Father, faith Chrift i in the 
8th: Verſe, kngaweth. "what Things ye have need of 
5 before ye alk him,” and is diſpoſed to give them. But 
9 Ms hath. commanded us. to pray, as a Means of ob- 


ung them, and will not grant his. choiceſt Bleſſings | 
.;So.be faith, © I know, the Thoughts 


_ 4 "BY * 4 ** 1 3 bot 7. he 
{ 8 12 3 
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Er. Gig are | nor. addrefing a an Idol, that can neither © | . 
4 ſee ; nor praying to a God that cannot ſave. 5 


. SE; * Omaipreſence, and adore. his _ compre- 
0 benſive 


. 26 4 
. . 1. TP; * Jer, xxix. ns, 12. 5 


Bot addveſing Tehovah, who is a Spirit, inviſible to 
85 mortal Eyes. , And it becomes us to give him the 


. 
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fo „ 
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33 the eee Shs He is! not only pre- - 


ſent in Heaven, where ten thouſand times ten thon- 
ſiund holy Worſhippers continually bow) before him: 
he i is. not only. preſent in the Aſſemblies of his Peo- 
ple here below; but: with owery particular Perſon 


n his moſt ſolitary Place and retired Moments: Were 
each of his rational Creatures to retire at the ſame _ 


Time, to pray to him, his Eye would be upon 
| every one of them: his Ear would reach to every 

Place, and attend to every Requeſt; and not one 
Petition - would be overlooked or forgotten by him. 
What an awful and at the ſame Time, what a com- 


fortable Thought! Who would not fear thee, O 


thou ſearcher of all Hearts / who would not addreſs 


' thee, O thou 'Gop that Hearef Prayer !: Eet me re- 77 


peat the important Thought in his o- «r Words: 
His Eyes run to and fro throughout the auhole Earth, x 


| Seholding the evil and the good; neither is there 


a4 Creature but what is mani in his Sight: 41 
Things are naked and opex to the Eyes of him With 
whom we have to do. The: Darkneſs hideth not 
from kim, but the Night ſhineth as the Duy z the 
Darkneſs and the Light are both alike to lim. He 
diſcerneth our Thoughts afar off. There is not 3 
Word in our Tongue but he knoweth it altogether + 
yea, he knoweth the Things that come into our 
Minds, every one of them.” Now is not this glorious  . 
and awful Being the worthy Object of our Reveretice 
and Adoration? He ſeeth the praying Chriſtian in 
5 e, Retirement: he fketh "the! Roceſſrs f 
1 e LES $3.25 e A a 5 Es 


25 reer Child; d. 
: ment is this to us all, to pe | 
dur heavenly Father? He ſeeth our Gratitude and 


1 ons Ser 68 uns fark 'yo mel 


= — bare been a given of the Words: var 


ns,. and 


= — — bot — can e Vou need 
'  _ not be afraid; Children, of going alone, into the 
Aaurkeſt and moſt ſolitary Place, to pray; for your 
| heavenly Father is there. Nothing can come there 
o hurt or enten vou, nor will your brok 


in vain. Sor delighteth in the 
What an Encourage- 


our out our Hearts before 


Humiliation: he diſcerneth our ho 


” Deſires, pious 


Affections and good Reſolutions. All our Deſire is 
Wire him, and our Groaning is not hid from him. 
Boen thoſe Gro 

"fires, rat "cannot be 


a. ings, thoſe ſtrong and earneſt De- 
tered, which no Words can ſuf. 
feientiy expreſs, are all known to him; for he 
| knoweth the Mind of the Spirit, which is a thou- 


A Times more concealed than the Receſſes of the 


ray to thy Father then in ſecret, for He ſeeth 


hs Tecret; not only” with perfect Diſcernment, but 


dnn Approbation an Delight; He hearkens, with 
_ - pleaſing Attention, to what thou uttereſt in thy Clo- 


. He hears it; He never forgets it: it is all re- 
_ corded in the Book of his Remembrance, and He will 
*  reſtify his Approbation of it; which leads me to add, 

INE chat another Argument Which our N a ne to te 


nd fecret Prayer, 1s, VV 
N 1 <8 heavenly Father vin 3 ys openl by. ny 


16.3 The rler ate e un to what . 
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en Lan- 


4 e ah Ib d, n e eee 
this general Declaration. It may refer partly o a 
rei in this World, bat chiefly i in another. {oor 1h 


lt may in Part refer to 4 Reward in this gurl. 17 


5 For Inſtance, He ſometimes confers upon devout 
| Chridians; ſome {| pecial Tokens of his Favour : fuch 
as worldly Profperity, when He: knows it will be good 
for them: and indeed Prayer has a natural Teondeneh. | 
to promote Diligence, Prudence, Moderation, and 
good Economy; and fo furthers Men's temporal Inte- 
| reſts; It alſo draws down that Bleſſing! which maketh 
rich and adds no Sorrow with it. Accordingly ſome 
very judicious Chriſtians. have obſerved and inſbrined 
the World, that they have found their worldly Bufi-- 
| neſs moſt proſperous and ſucceſsful, when they have 
been moſt regular, ſerious and lively in the Exerciles. 
of ſecret Duty. perhaps the Promiſe may alſo re- 
ſer to the Efeem of Men. 'Thoſe who, like the PB. 
riſtes, pray, only to be ſeen of Men, have their Re- 
ward. Bat the Teſtimony of worthy and ſenfible 
Men to our general good Ch: ater, that we act our 
Part well in Life, is a great Bleſſing, contributing to 


our Uſefulneſs; and it depends very much upon the 


Turn which Gop giveth to Men's Minds. This is one 
Way of rewarding his People, giving them Favour in 
the Sight of Men. Sometimes Gop grants to 
his praying Servants gnal Anſwers to their Prayers. 
„The World about them ſeeth the Effects of the Bleſs 
fing, tho' they ſaw not the Means or Inſtrument of 
proc wing it. Undoubtedly He rewards them open- 
* by "improving «their - Gifts and Graces.” He beſtaws. 
upon lem more of n * Holineſs ; their 
A - Tem- 


* 4 * * 4 
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t God and Man increaſeth, and they are filled 
Wich the F een of eue cr N in 35K 


Kea A quiere that- he: Promiſe 19S e 
0 the future World; to, the Recompence they ſhall 
: 2 at the Reſurrection of the juſt. Then the 

Secrets of all Hearts hall be revealed, and every Man 
all have: Praiſe of Gon He will openly acknow- 

edge them. before = aſſembled World : of Men and 
Angels, as his devout Ser uantt. He will let that 
grand, general Aſſembly know, what Pains: this and 
oe particular Chriſtian took in his ſecret Retire- 
ment, to underſtand his Bible and feel the Force of 
ite Truths: to keep: his Heart in a good Frame while 
| fling his Father, and to enjox Communion with 
bim. Gop will then led them as. good and 
faithful Servants, and: eonfer perfect and everlaſting 
_ Happineſs, upon them. - 'Fhough+ a Chriſtian doth 
not pray to his Father i in ſeeret with a View merely 
0 flit Honour ; yet ſome Regard to the Eſteem and 
Affection of Saints and Angels is- allowable z: as we 
| 1 they Lat be we Companions and Joint · par- 
elicit). His main View is to pleaſe 

"oa. and approve himſelf - to him: and He will 
e reward thoſe Services and Actions, which 
e ſo, entirely en. to the Views of honouring 
le | X88: be: 20-Mant.in- the 
Cale, 


in ſecret that Gon is our Father—He.: 70 in 


"Mm 2 us openly,—— 
coneclude the preſent Diſcourſe, Retire and think | 
theſe Things.” You call Chriſt Maſter and Lord: . 
then what he ſaith, and comply with what he requi 5 
T had rather "ſend one Creature home to Hi? : 
- Knees, than have the Applauſe of the wh em 
bly. O! that Goo" may pour out upon you all, 0 

| and -Supplication ! May He. 5 - 
en 1699 io 
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Marr vi. 6 


” when *. haft ſhut” thy U 
ilk i in ſecret, and 14 Father, i rh ts 


LADY of great Attainments in Knowledge 
and Piety,* uſed often to ſay, * She would not 
{et for a thouſand Worlds. She 


» "+ orcs enjoyed fach Hours of Pleaſure and ſach free 


'* and intimate Communion with Gov, as ſhe hack 
© there ; and wondered how any could live Prayerle/3, - 
and deprive themſelves of one of the greateſt Pri- 

leger allowed to Men, I eannot wiſh you, Bre- 


8 chen, a greater Happineſs, than that your Lives may, 


in this Reſpect, be like her's, Lives of Prayer; and then 


they will be ſober, righteous, and godly Lives ; full of 


Comfort; and full of Uſefulneſs. In order to promote: 


this, I have been addrefling, and am further to ad- 
. dreſs you, on the important Subject of. ſecret Prayer, 
—1 propoted to conſider our Lord's Directions con- 


cn, Lad it in the Text. He directs that this Duty: 


js = * Mrs, Bury, . 
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8 Prives 4 be esd th Gen, en out ae 
15 1 then confidered. you Argumente, en urgeth 5 
he eb — ——— — 
want + apenty—bork in een, . dhe e W 


| Ul. To urge 1 8 W wore boy * | 
to engage. you to the Practice of this Duty. And _—_ 
= they are theſa ;—that it is a Duty highly reaſonable . 
in itſelf—ftrongly recommended in Seripture—thar _ 
it is accompanied. with peculiar Pleafure and Satiſ⸗ 
W . be N wich "RI 9 OP f 


1. 10 is a Dry highly: reafonable/i in i lter. 


"I ayer . is not, like Baptiſm and the Lende . 
7 per, a pofitive Inflitution,. commanded for the Sake of 
ſome important End to Chich it is ſubſeryient,” and „ 
| neceſſary, becauſe it is commanded. But it is a ²a !?! 
© "Duty; founded on the Nature aud Reason of. Things, 3 
| and the Relation i in which we ſtand to Gon; as much 1 
as Obedience to a Parent, or Reſpect to other Supe- 
_riors. It is as neceſſary an Act of Juſtice, to "give 
'Gop' bis Due; as to render to every Man his. Nor | 
doth it ſtand merely on the fame footing wich other 
Miran for the Attainment of an End; though in 
- | that View, it mult be allowed the firſt Place, among £55 v0 
1 Rat are called the inflrumental Duties of Religion. En 
But it 1s a neceflary Act of Homage to Gop, and a 
3 Duty to him, as well as the Means of making us : 
1 2 mere A It is a ſolemn Act, by which we 
iP * we Far and reverence e 'Gop, defire his 
| 1 Faru, 
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Ae to | his Seryice. 2 And, ſure! 
Ale, that we ſhould — Exralencis of the 
a Highs. acknowledge —— 
aan Life aer Nos 
and good Providence, and thankfully, own. 
cola Interpoſitions. of it in our Favour. It is rea · 
= 1 onable we ſtiould. be grareful to "hunian Benefadtors, 5 
nch more fo. the belt of Beings,” who daily ladet! 
us. with his Benefits. . a as. we are receiving per- 
n from him, it . is fit we ſhould retire from 
| - the World, and acknowledgt * him, who ſeeth in . 
2 ret, how {enfible-we- are of his Goodneſs ww; 
how defirous we are to remember it: that we ſhould 
in ſecret, ank hin. forthe Supply of our Wants, 
dur ſpiritual Bleflings; and eſpecially thoſe Improve- 
329 2 in. Religion, and- Manifeſtations of his Love 
5 Prayer Ss. "oſt reaſonable, a it is a "dire# kao. 
EE wt of his Omnipreſence and Omniſcience. And, 
| ns. he knows all our Sins and Errors, it is fit we 
ond acknowledge them before him, and give glory 
to God: as 2 Being. of boupdleſe, Knowledge, aud 
E 0 ty Ruler and Sove- 
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3 91 4 a free and ingenuous Confellion of our Ini- 
19 5 5 if \quitics before him.——It is reaſonable we. ſhould 
| 3 8 = Pray, as we are faful Creatures, becauſe Gov is 
us z ! with our Sins, hath it always in his Power 
i . to puniſh, us, and his Anger is inſupportably dread- 
br ol. The Conſcience of every thoughtful Man muſt 
35 . 5 of MARY, , Si hh "mY i Tranfgrelions, which- 
7 a | Td ET an 


1 45 is proper to rc own fat lament ben I: Bie 45 
Preſence. For we are never more likely to be hum ; 
| bled and repent, to be filled with Shame,” and Confu- 


ttzem before him and conſider Him as the high and 
holy one, ho is Witneſs to them, and muſt hate 
them. It is reaſonable we ſhould pray to Gop, 
as we conſtantly depend upon im for every Thing per- 
taining both to Life and Godlineſs: as we havemany 

Wants, Which our own Wiſdom and Power *cannos: - 
ſapply, and are expoſed" to many Evils, from Which 
our own Strength and Prudence cannot deliver us. 


1 reaſonable we ſhould ſpread our Wants before 


the Lord in ſeoret, becauſe” many of them are ſuch, 
that He alone can ſupply them by his immediate Iu- 
terpoſition: and there are many of them we do not 
_ chooſe, and indeed -ought not, to communicate to 
| others.” Every Man doth, or mould, know the Plague 
of his own Heart; the Irregularities of his Temper 
and Thoughts; ; what Corruptions ought to be Tab-. 


2 n, and Abhorrence of Sin, than when we confeſs: "1 | 


_ dued in Bim, in what Graces he is defeAtive; and. 


: from what Temptations be is moſt in Danger; and : 
theſe he is to ſpread before the Lord, and” intreat 
_ ſoitable Help. It is our Duty to "devote "ourſelves:  - 
to Gop's Service, as well as to be the devoted Ser. 
vants of Men: and every one hath ſome: Reaſons | 
mu to himſelf why he ſhould do it. This thould* - 
a. perſonal Act. He ſhould enter into ſolema * 
Con ant with Go in his Cloſet, as well as in the 
public Aſſembly. It is reaſonable” he ſhould do 
this, as an Expreſſion of Gratitude to Gob for all 
bis Mercios, and ant RT" kim” Real” 
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td hi Duty. What is „ Gid i in pe; Prayer, | 
= Acts of Dedication to God, cannot poſſibly be ſuited 
= OOF: N Caſe, Is, is e reaſonable, 
= vate, 5 bis own Caſe- and en, 
aud from Conſciouſneſs,' Feeling and Experience, 
aan beſt expreſs his own Wants, Deſires, and Pur- 
poſes— Let me juſt add, that Prayer is highly 
= — reaſonable, a> a Means of Religion. Tf the End be 
1 n it is: reaſonable that 
| - the moſt likely” Means to attain it ſhould be con- 
3 antiy uſed. Prayer is the appointed Means of deri- 
ning al 1 Supplies from above, to ſupport the 
lie of Religion; and therefore it is reaſonable, and 
= der Baty, to make uſe of it: juſt as it is reaſon-. 5 
Wie, and every Man's Duty to eat and drink | de- 
ke 1 can ot otherwiſe live. . . „ 
2 The Scripture Rrongly wein it both Ir ris 
. and Examples. * 
it gives us a Variety of 3 ak Dissen 
8 to Prayer in general; and there appears 
great Evidence, that all Kinds of Prayer are com- 
prehended under theſe general Directions. For 
Inſtance, we are commanded < to pour out our Hearts . 
before. Go; to call upon his Name; to pray aui. 
but ceaſing; to pray always, and. not to faint; to 
Pray every dere; to continue in Prayer, and watch 
N 7 A in the ſame with Thankſgiving ; to watch and. pray, 
that we enter not into Temptation.“ We have many 
Directions relating to the particular Parts of Prayer; 
ag adoring. Gov's det xcies, giving thanks to bim 


* Ws: an confeſling or our Sins, * Ae | 
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this FLO 1 80 that you ee from theſe mort r 
and I hope vou know from your Acquaintance with 
the Bible, that it is a Duty much inſiſted upon. 
Many general Hints are given us of the Frequeney 
with Which it ſhould. be performed. There are two 
Paſſages which I would particularly recommend to 
your Regard. The Apoſtle directs us to pray always, . 
with all Prayer and Supplication in the Spirit, and 
to watch thereunto with all Perſeverance, and Suppli- 
— cation for all Saints.“ Where the Expreſſion of al 
Prayer and Supplication, muſt undoubtedly include- 
ſecret, as well as public, and Family- prayer. 1 0 : 
other Text is, Be careful, or anxious, 'for nothing, = oh 
but 7s every Thing by Prayer and Supplication, with 
Thankſgiving, let your Requeſts be made known unto 
Gb.“ f Where it ſeems very probable; that he chiefly 
refers to ſecret Prayer, ſince he propoſes it as a en 
ain Anxiety, and thoſe uneaſy Cares, that are 
| moſt of them of a perſonal Kind, and which prey 
upon the Mind. In the former Diſcourſe we ſhewed; © 
_ bow ſtrongly our Text enjoins ſecret Prayer, as con- 
«taining Directions for the proper Performance of it, 
and a Promiſe to encourage us in it. Nay, ſuch. 
| Streſs i is laid upon Prayer in Seripture, that it is fome-" 
times put for the ale of Religion; as when it is ſaid,” * 
_ © Whoſvever ſhall call upon the Name of the Lord, ſhall. 
be faved.” All thoſe Paſſages of Scripture, which 
require Purity, Goodneſs, Holineſs, Obedience, and 
' Likeneſs to God, do in Effect require Prayer; as, in 
other Places, it is deſcribed as the Means of promo- © 
ting them. Let it be further conſidered, that in 
8 e l Je e en as our Mee 1 
COLI 11. 1 8 * a e 


: 


bee, . + iP our . are "to be offered, 


2 and thoſe chat ſead the Devotions of others, 


* pray Fa himſelf .— 


and who intercedeth for us. And the Spirit. is pro- 
miſed, as the Spirit of Supplicstion, to help our Ju 

iii, and make Interceſſion in us, by exciting 

_ Witable Defires in our Hearts. This evidently proves, 
- "that Prayer is our Duty. And as the Influences of 
he Spirit are promiſed to all true Chriftians, to aſ- 
6 and regulate their, Defires, and not confined to 


a plain Intimation, that every Cliriſtian is 
I add Farther, that the belt 
3 upon. theſe Texts, and what ſhews that | 
te relate to private as well as ſocial Prayer, is 
 Seripture-examples;; the Account we have there, of | 
the ſecret Devotions of thoſe, who v were moſt eminent 15 
for Piety and.Goodnefs. And here it may be obſerved 
in general, that it is repreſented as the Character of 5 
- good Men, that they aua r GOD, which im 
- plies Friendſhip and mutual Converſe. | They are de- 
ſeribed as the Generation of them that /cek Aim ; as. 
oe that call upon. the Name of the Lord. Brerr = 
one that is Godly is deſcribed 38, proving . to God. 


+ Examples of Sent Prayer, chark 1 hs but 
Jas mention. We have frequent Inſtances of this 
in Abralam, and in his Servant, when he went to 
fetch Rebecca: of Iaaac going. out to meditate and 
pray in the Field: of Jacob's weeping and making 

Supplication, when alone, in his Way to Bethel, 
Mees, Aaroy, and Samuel, Noah, Daniel, and Fob are. 
a deſcribed as Men of Prayer; powerful Interceſſors 
with Gon for others. Dawid is the moſt fignal In- 
bees of TY #. the Old Teſtament. He tells us, 
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chat he prayed, Evening, Morning, and Males ws 
be aroſe at Midnight to give thanks, and would pray 
to Gop ſeyen Times a Day, that is, often; and that 
he gave himſelf to Prayer.“ Daniel prayed, and made 
- Supplication when alone. The pious Jeu had Ora- 
_ tories, or Houſes of Prayer. They ſometimes offered 
up their private Prayers at the Temple, during the 
Morning and Evening-ſacrifices, and, where-ever they | 
| were, prayed at that Time. Thus Hansa prayed 
at the Tabernacle: and the whole Multitude were 


| praying. without at the Time of Incenſe.* We have 
| ſeveral Inſtances of private Prayer in the New Teſta- ED 


ment; particularly that of Cornelius, who, tho“ a 
Gentile, and a Soldier too was a devout Man: * 
Peter went up- to the Houſe · top to pray, chooſing that 
Place for Privacy. We find Paul. praying in the 
Temple: and ſpeaking, in a Variety of Places, in a 
very humble and inſtructive Manner, of his own 


Prayers, of his every Prayer, in al! his Prayers, 


and the like; and intreating, that his chriſtian 
Friends would remember him in their Prayers; a plain 
Intimation, that he - knew they practiſed this Duty. 


But the moſt eminent Inſtance of them all, was our 


Sed Lord and Maſter himſelf. We read frequent- 5 


I of his retiring to pray; ſometimes to 'a Moun- 
tain; ſometimes to the Wilderneſs; ſometimes to 
another private Place, and particularly to the Garden 
of a Friend, He roſe early before Day to converſe 
with his Father; retired at Night for the ſame bleſſed 
Work; yea, continued all Night in an Oratory de- 
voted to Gop, or, as we render it, in Prayer to Gp. 
* was TOY IP in this Devotions; and fometiniies 
. Luke „ Att x, . | 
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& s 
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" offered up 8 and . with ſtrong Cries 
and Tears. In ſhort, to which of the Saints will. 
vou turn, Who have not practiſed this Duty? All 


it; and to this there i is an evident Reference in that 


Altar of Incenſe before the Throne, that he ſhould 
offer it with the Prayers of al/ Saints. 80 that if we 
- have any regard to the Authority of Gop, and the 
Judgment and Practice of the wiſeſt and beſt Men 
that ever were in the World, we muſt allow ſecret 
Prayer to be a Baty and as Wi it * 
e criminal. 5 

3. It is accompanied. NY ts: potuliar Pleaſure Gia 
 SatisfaRtion ; greater and nobler [ts is to wks 82 
in any other Work or Enjoyment. 
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\' = Ea animal or ſenſual Pleaſarcs. That public Wor- 
1 2 ip is delightful, and a Day in Gop's Courts better 
— than a Thouſand, I hope your own Experience abun- 
 dantly teftifieth. And it is far from my Deſign to 
by a that, or to ſet up one religious Duty in 
[ 2 with another. But the Pleaſure of ſe- 
l 5 15 cdret Worſhip is, on ſome Accounts, ſuperior to that 
=_ - _- of public. Then, as Fob expreſſeth it, we come 
dear 10 GOD, even to his Seat, order our Cauſe 
= x > 9 5 him, and fill our Mouths with Arguments. 

. 5 There | is Pleaſure in every Part of it. —In all reli- 
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+ good. People in every. Age have made Conſcience of 


beautiful Deſcription of an Angel, ſtanding at the 


I would not debaſe my Subj ject, * comparing ” 


1 Worſhip there is the Pleaſure of contempla- 
| F „„ Leg the moſt glorious Being in the Univerſe. The 
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Perfetions ow Excellegeies.*' We ſee, dee the | 


** 1er N NE 5 


Glory of Gop in all his Works and Operations; * 


and this is pleaſant; juſt as we ſee the Light of the 


Sun reflected from every Object round us, 75 filling 


the whole Compaſs of our Sight with Chearfulneſs. 
But the Area Contemplation of Gob in our moſt 
ſerious Moments, is abundantly more delightful; as | 
beholding the Body of the Sun would be, to an Eye 
capable of bearing it's Loftre. The Pleaſures of 
Friendſhip are more noble and ſublime than any ſen- 


ſaal Enjoyments. How' great muſt the Pleaſure be, 


of having Fellowſhip with Gop, in the Exerciſes of 


Gratitude, Love, and Hope towards him, and the Ay 
Communication of his enlightening, ſanctifying, and 


comſorting Influences to us? This is what we mean 


by having Communion with GOD; our exerciſing 


Gratitude, Love, Submiſſion, Hope; and receiving 


enlightening, ſanctifying, and comforting Influences 
from him by his Spirit. The Enjoyment of a ſingle 
Friend in ſecret, where there is the utmoſt Freedom, 
Openneſs and Exchange of mutual Affection, is more 
delightful than the Society of many Friends together, 
where the Pleaſures of Converſe. are. ſometimes in- 
terrupted, and the Affections, as it were, divided. 
—— There is a ſweet, tho? mournful Satisfaction, in 


confeſſing our Sins before Gov, as à pitying and. mer- | 


cifal Father, and uttering the genuine Language of 


godly Sorrow. There is Pleaſure in committing our 


Way to the Lord, caſting all our Cares upon him, | 
and expreſſing our firm Dependance on. his kind Pro- 


vidence, and precious Promiſes.—.—Beſides, in ſecret 
Prayer we can uſe more Liberty than in ſocial; and 
8 it 1s e 9 | We can Pour out 


5 5 Tears. < The Fear of ſuch Cenſures often cramps the 
fs Devotion of Miniſters end private Chriſtians in Tocial 
Prayer. But thoſe Emotions, which Souls, leſs pious 


b 
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our 5 Hearts befote Goo; our particular Wants, 
Sins, and Sorrows, We. can. tell him of the ſecret 
"Workings of Pride and Paſſion, Envy and Covetouſ- 
neſs; and intreat his Help. We are ſure He under- 
ſtands us right, knows our Meaning, and diſcerns 
our Deſires. We may truſt him with thoſe Secrets, 
chat it would not be proper to truſt our moſt intimate 
Friends with. And there is not one Complaint or 
'Defire but we may repreſent before him. This caſes _ 
the Soul, and gives it great and ſweet Satisfaction. 
Nay. there may be Burdens upon the Mind, that we 
know not how to expreſs, yet bumbly and devoutly | 
- _ groan under; and this our Groaving is not hid from 
7 5 We can uſe greater Freedom of Expreſſion in 
A And though we ſhould be careful to main» 
'rain 2 ftrit Decorum even there; yet Gop allows 
us full Liberty of Speech at his Throne, and is not 
a 60 critical as Men are, He underſtands the Lan- 
"guage of a Groan and a Sigh, and is pleaſed with i it, 
*when proceeding from a devout Heart. Nor is it an 
inconſiderable Advantage, that in ſecret we may uſe 
what Poſture and Manner of Addreſs we pleaſe; and 
our Father, who ſeeth in ſecret, will accept us. 1 
EE "the Cloſet we are in no Danger of being cenſured- 
© as Hypocrites and Enthubaſts,. for any extraordinary 
Marks of elevated Devotion; tho, like our Maſter, 
we proſtrate ourſelyes on the asd, lift up our 
Hands and Eyes, and pour out ſtrong Cries and 
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5 and tender, may cenſure and diſlike, Gop will not 1 
Aͥeͤegſpiſe. — adds to the Pleaſure. of ſecret Devotion, 1 
and a 
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| I 
a indeed 1 to its' Advantage, that it may be perform- , 
ed with greater F ixedne/s of Thought, and F reedom 
from Piſtraction, than ſocial Prayer. With all ane. 4 
Care, vain Thoughts will "intrude; and the Cloſetis . 
not a privileged Place. But we are leſs liable to ther 
in ſecret, than in public, Some Noiſe: or Motion, 
and eſpecially. the rude and indecent Behaviour of 
ſome in coming late; and ef others in paying ill 55 
- timed, ill-mannerly Compliments. to their Acquain= TC 
tance at Church, will diſturb us, and call-off our ES” 
Thoughts from what we are about. But in the 
Cloſet, when the Door is. ſhut, we are generally es... 
from outward Diſtractions; ; and a Senſe of our Fa- 1 
ther's ſeeing in ſeeret, will be likely to reſtrain the” 
inward. ones, —F urther, in our ſecret Devotions we 
can make ſome Pauſes ; think of the Being we. are 
addreſſing, the Work in which we are engaged; chide 
our Hearts When they begin to wander, and ſir-up 
the ſacred Fire when it ſeems to be going out. And 
this contributes greatly to the Pleaſure of our Wor- Fa 
hip. Add to all this, that Gop is often pleaſed 
to afford his devout Servants ſome delightful Mani- 
feſtations of his Glory and. Grace. He owns them | 
as his Children, by his Spirit witneſſing \ with theirs © 
and thus ſeals them to. the Day. of Redemption. = I. 5 
c conclude this Head with the Words of Biſhop Burner, 
Let the World laugh at Prayer, and all Earneſtneſs 
0: in it, as much as they will; yet, good Men will 
ever find it to be the Source of all their Joxs, 
and feel an unſpeakable Eaſe. and Pleaſure, . CVon. 
in pouring out their Hearts before Gon.“ I have 
expatiated ſo long on this pleaſiug Subject, that I 
have ot ni very little Time to illuſtrate the 
0 * . fourth 
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we converſe every Morning and Evening; eſpecially 
if he hath given us ſomething in charge. Seri- 
Sully recolleQing, that Gop ſeeth in ſecret, and 
55 ſolemnly addrefling him in ſecret, will tend to keep 
us in the Fear of the Lord all the Day long; pro- 
mote an habitual Veneration for him. It will cheriſh 
__ _ _ the Love of Gop, which is the firſt and great Com- 
-  mandment. It will guard us againſt the Impreſſions 
of Temptation: promote in us a cautions Watchful- 
neſs to ſuppreſs every_Paſſion and Inclination, and 
avoid every Action, which hg will be diſpleaſed with. 
A4 Remembrance that he ſeeth in ſecret, which pri- 
nete Prayer keeps up, will lead us to make Conſci- 
ence even of our Thoughts, and to reftrain the looſe 
and diſorderly Sallies of the Imagination, by 2 
much Guilt is contracted. If we govern our Thoughts 
in the Exerciſe of ſecret Prayer, without which it is 
: *. * it wil Ry us to 008” hand at other 
= Th imes, : 


Keen 15 the Perf 


Argument, which 1 would urge to the Pr Qi 


bd 2 88 


All Pra 


Power, Wiſdom, and Goodneſs. It tends to keep 
up a Senſe of Gov in the Mind, and engage us to 


ac as ſering him who is inviſible ; which is the grand 
5 Principle that ſupports' the Life of Religion in the 


Soul. We can ſcarce forget a Friend, with whom 


bp a "0 3s fo {ear i PU TO REN. « bs 
is good for me to draw near unto Gop.” Right No- 
tions of Gop are the Foundation of all Religion. 
Now Prayer tends to promote in our Hearts a juſ# 
Laa of his Being and Authority, his Omniſcience, 


- of this Duty, namely, EY 
4: 1. is actended with great and dee, Advan- | | 
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mes, and to keep an habitual Command over 
cbem A will regulate all our Paſſions, and ſo pro- 
mote our Comfort, Credit, and Uſefulneſs. Secret 
Prayer tends to call off our Thoughts from the World. | 
The nearer we get to Gop, to the greater Diſtance | 
will the World remove. It will moderate our Defires 
and Purſuits of earthly Things, while is makes us 


prudent, diligent, and upright. He that habitually | 
_ aſketh the Divine Blefling, will not negle& proper 


Means to obtain it, nor venture to go out of the 
Way of his Duty. A quick Taſtesof intellectual 


and devout Pleaſures will make it eaſy to deny our - 


ſelves the hurtful Pleaſures of Senſe. Men inordi- / 


nately love Company, Diverſions, and Amuſements, - 


becauſe they have no Reliſh for Prayer. Secret 
Devotion will regulate our Defires ; help us to know | 
whether they are juſt and good, or not; whether our 

Buſineſs and our Diverſions are lawful. The true 
Tz of this is, whether we can, with a good Con- 


ſcience, aſk. Gov's' Bleſſing upon them, Secret 


Prayer will lighten all our Burdens, be Heart eas 


under Troubles, and cure thoſe Anxieties and Fears, 


which are ready to divide and diſcompoſe our Hearts. 


| Having committed our Way to the Lord, being con- 


ſcious of his Preſence, and having a chearful Hope 
of his accepting our Addreſſes, will calm the Mind, 
and keep it in perfect Peace. Thus we ſhall derive 
Strength for all the Duties and Difficulties of Life, 

and ſhall find that divine Grace will be ſufficient for 
us. Let me add, that ſecret Devotion is the bet 
Preparative for public Worſhip. The Perſon that daily 
converſeth with Gop in ſecret, is in little Danger of 
Op the Impreſſions of Religion, or n much 
0 3 „„ z Time 
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Time to Auel 'his Mis REF 1 his 1 
nico a proper Frame for Tocial Worſhip : and he is 

bett diſpoſed to concur. in it; and improve by it. A 
1 5 ſolemn Addreſs to Gop every Morning, tends to fit 
we Soul for the Work and Temptations of the Day. 
One of the greateſt Philoſophers of this Age, I mean, 
Door Boerlaa ve, being aſked by a Friend, who had 
coe cen admired his Patience under great Provocations, 
du what Means he ſuppreſſed his Anger, being na- 
_— turally quick of Reſentment? anſwered, * that he 
WO © had by daily Prayer and Meditation maſtered him- | 
ſeif. It was his daily Practice to retire for an Hour 
in che Morning, and ſpend it in private Prayer 
1 and Meditation, and it gare him Spirit and Vigour 
for the Buſineſs of the Day.“ This therefore he re- 
dcdonmended as the beſt Rule of Life; the beſt Advice 
| due ever gave. To retire again in the Evening, to re- 
de our Conduct chro“ the Day, to aſk Forgive- 


OY —— — es 


neſs, Help, and Protection, is the beſt Soporific in the 
World. It tends to eompbſc the Thoughts to Peace, 
t keep out all looſe and idle Fancies in Sleep, and 
make our very Dreams have a Tincture of Reaſon 
and Goodneſs; and we may chearfully hope that 
Go will ſuſtain us.—Finally, ſecret Prayer tends 
t fir the Soul fur Heaven, which is a State of ever- 
laſting Nearneſs to Gov, and Friendſhip with him. 
hat theſe and many other Advantages attend it, 
is, I think, plain from the Reaſon of the Thing, the 
natural Influence of the Duty, and the many Promiſes 
of hearing Prayer, which Gop hath given us in the 
PE Scripture, which I need not here particularly cite; 
and it alſo appears from the Experience of his Peo- 


Ple. In ſhort, there is yo” te Religion en, Ir; 
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* thriving and eminent Chriſtians.” „ SA 
and. diligent Nene of chis 1 
Duty. Be careful for nothing, "hae in — king by 
Prayer and Supplication with T 
3 be made n unto Gop. And the Peace 
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18 je D Duty, + as . che Text, and 4 98 
ments, which our Lord urgeth to engage us to it 
In the laſt Diſcourſe, I propoſed ſome further Motives | 
and Arguments with the ſame View: particularly, 
Tccchat it is a Duty highly reaſonable in itſelf — 


ſtrongly and frequently recommended in Scripture, * 
Precepts and Examples—it is accompanied with pe- 
euliar Pleaſure and Satisfaction and attended with 


great and glorious Advantages. I now Proceed, 


- TV. To the Application of the Subject; by addrefe.” 


Gng to you ſome Admonitions, Directions, Cautions; 
and Encopiragements, grounded on what hath been 


ſaid, and ſuĩted to your et CHO eb 4 


I would addreſs, 


xr. An 5 to * who are negligent io. 
the Performance of this Duty; who omit it entirely, 


or frequently ; 5 or ee it in a formal careleſs 


Manne. 
With fuck Perſons, I . now „ 


and endeavour to convince them of their Folly _ 


Wickedneſs. I would, firſt, admoniſh thoſe a, 
omit this Duty entirely; who live without Gov in the 
World, forgetful of him * in whom they live and move, 


and have their Being. They go out and come in, lie 


down and riſe up, eat and drink, work and play. 
without any ſerious Senſe of Gop upon their Minds, 


or devout Addreſſes to him, and are, in this Reſpect, 


like the Beaſts that -periſh, Conſider, Sirs, what a 
high Affroſft ahd Indignity this is to the bleſſed God ; 


to hir who gave you Being; who continues your Life 


* ie Ummeß: and. on bom it er, ce. 
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1 a" whether you ſhall Uve n Moment longer; or 
if vou ſhould; whether* you ſhall enjoy one other 
Moment of Eaſe and Comfort. Can any Thing be 
more abſurd and irfatiohal, than to act as if you _ 
nothing to do with this great and glorious Being; as 
if you had nothing to hope or to fear from him? Cm 
=_ any Thing ſhew a baſer Diſpoſition, than to be un- | 
= © juſt, diſobedient, and diſreſpectful to the bleſſed and 
only Potentate ?—to deny him his Due, to put con- 
tempt upon his natural and revealed Law, both 
which require Prayer ? —to be always in his Preſence, 
F always receiving Tokens of his Favour, and yet ne- 
wer acknowledge his Greatneſs and Goodneſs ? Per- 
hbaps this is the Character of ſome of you, who are 
Il _ genteel and polite ; whoſe Manners and Language are 
refined, and partake nothing of vulgar Rudeneſs. But 
how can you reconcile it, to treat Men with Decency 
and Civiiity, and GOD with Neglect ?—to ſalute all 
about you with their proper Diſtinctions, yet never ad- 
"dreſs Gop in Prayer? to pay regular Viſits to your 
Aecquaintance, and yet make no Viſits to the Mercy- 
ſeat ?—to pay your Honours to Men, and yet never bow | 
pour Knees before the Majeſty of Heaven? The Neg- J 
lect of ſecret Prayer is a ſure Sign that there is no 
Religion in the Heart. Prayers (ſays a — : 
Writer) are the Pillars of Religion; and they that 
_ © * forſake Prayer, forſake Religion.” It is 1 
that a Man ſhould be good, who neglects ſecret 
Prayer: and-next to impoſſible, that he ſhould ever 
become ſo. The Neglect of Prayer ſhews, that you 
have no right Notions of Gop, no Senſe of his Pre- 
ſence, no hearty Deſires of his Mercy, no ſolid Hope 
* his Farour. Attending _ Cee is the © ; 
* _ 
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Reading, Self. examination, Meditation, and” Prayer, 
vou cannot be true Chriſtians. For, pray, conſider, : 
and aſk yourſelves, what brings you to Church? Why © 


and Converſe ' with 'Gopd; no Seaſons” allotted for 


7 


do you attend public Worſhip ? Is it not becauſe Men 


_ obſerve you, and you would forfeit their good Opi- 
nion if you neglected it? Was it out of Regard 0 
provement in Religion, would not. the ſame Princt- © 


ple lead you to addreſs him in ſecret ? You do not 
pray in ſecret, becauſe no Fellow- ereatùre is preſent: 


Men more than the Praiſe of God, and are Hypo 
crites in Heart ? Accordingly, this is laid down as a 


Characteriſtic of a Hypocrite, © Thou caſteſt off Fear, 
and- reftraineft Prayer before Gop.** In ſhort, there 
never was, there never can be, ſuch a Perſon in the 
World, as a prayerleſs good Man. We may as well | 
talk of an ungodly Saint, an honeſt Cheat, or a 


ſober Sot, as a prayerleſs Chriſtian. And can you be 
content to live in this Negle& of- Gov, this State of 


Enmity againſt him, when his Word declareth, that 
they who are far from Gop /hall periſh ? You are 


perhaps convinced of the Reaſonableneſs of this Duty; 


but you are ſo hurried with worldly Buſineſs: and 
Cares, that you cannot find Time for it. This is a 
| ſad Sign, that you mind earthly Things ; that you are 
Men of the World, who have their Portion in , 
Life, You can find Time to wait upon your Cuſ- 
temen and Friends: but h cannot find Time to 


wait 
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7 1 skcner Prayer; 5. 


1 Form of the religious Kiſh” But if there be no = 
daily devout Exerciſes. of the Soul in Retirement 


and doth not this ſhew, that you love the Praiſe of” 4 


2 ait "OY 8 ls ce; bod Time "RY Mie, 
reading News, idle Chat, and Amuſements : but can 
mind no Time to converſe with God. The true Rea- 
ſion is,' you have not the Fear of Gop before your 
EByes, and are alienated from the Life of God, thro? 
Blindneſs or Perverfeneſs of Heart. Gov will ſoon 
find yon Time to be fick and to die. Then you will 
8 n Ven Wee eee e 


. Jn this Duty. Tho' their 8 mill not 
allow them to live in the total Omiſſion of it, yet 
they practiſe it but now and then; on the Lord's 
Day, perhaps; juſt before and after a Sacrament, or 
on Oecaſion of ſome extraordinary Mercy and Deli- 
verance, or Diſtreſs and Affliction. This is not the 
Conduct of a Child of COD, who loveth his Duty, 
and to whom it is natural and pleaſant: but the 
Conduct of a $/ave, who acts out of Fear. It is to 
be apprehended, that you are Hypoerites; for of ſuch 
it is ſaid, Will he hglt him/elFf in the Almighty ? 
will he akoays call upon Gon ?““ Your Viſits at the 
Throne of Grace, Sirs, are not the Viſits of intimate 
Friends, but of Strangers, or general Acquaintance, 
between whom, there is mmm — 
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me - rrifling Occafions; when Buſineſs, reid or A- 
muſement call. 7 That "is 4 fad Charge which is 
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mories and Hearts this Maxim (may Gop by his 
Spirit write it there l) that * the Power of Godli-. 
I” . and declines in + I, to the 


ban e ts: Iten firſt omit 3 


Prayer now and then; on what they imagine an im- 


5 portant Occaſion : afterwards for a ſmaller Matter. 
Thus they contract a Difreliſh for it: it is a Force 


upon them to return to it. Then they begin to be 


leſs afraid of Sin, leſs watchful againſt Temptation 


leſs careful about other Branches of Duty. So: their 
Neglect increaſes to more Ungodl nęſt; and it is well 


by Confequence, in utter Ruin. Finally, let 1 me 


admoniſh thoſe who, tho? conſtant. in this Pat, : 


yet often perform is in a cold formal Manner. I fear 


E we all need aw Admonition on this Head. The Lord 


pardon me, that I need it fo much myſelf! I fear 
thoſe Words of the Prophet are applicable to many. 
Acts of Devotion, Thou art near in their Mouths, but 
far from their Hear. We often pray without Life 
and Fervour, It is a mere bodihy Exerciſe. But con- 
ſider, Brethren, do we not believe, that the Gon, 


whom we addreſs, /ceth in feeret ? And ſhall we af. 


front him, by making that Addreſs, only the Labour 
of the Lip and the Knee? Can we expect Gop ſhould 


hear us, when we do not hear ourſelves? That he 
fhould grant the Bleſſings which we never truly, de- 
ſire, and only [aſk by rote, while our Thoughts are 
otherwiſe employed? Let us guard againſt ſuch a per- 


nicious Practice, which defeats all the good Ends of 


Devotion. I wiſh I could write upon all your Me- 
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| to the Seaſon, Time, and Manner of it. 


DD 
—_ = 


Oo OO a, — 
— 
— Oo = — — va" + 


| Warrant for it, that ſecret Prayer be performed every. 
able in" itſelf. The Revolution of Day and Night 


= ledgment- of Gop every Morning and Evening. Be- 


i} —_— Night. Gov appointed, under the Law of 
= — Mofes, that there mould be a Lamb offered and In- 


| miſed to meet the Children of J/ael, and bleſs them. 
At theſe Times they offered up their private Prayers. 


_ Teſtament, where we are commanded to prey evithout - 


2 been the Pr 
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© Degree, in which ſecret Devotion is | nel, ar 

50 reg mme. * nom n to . 
2. Some Directions for the more regular ink aſe.” 

2 fa Performance of it: more particularly with R ard 


„ 


ii fir DireQion is, and 1 think 1 have a divine 


Day; and at leaſt, tavice a Day. This ſeems reaſon- 


point out to us the Propriety of ſome ſolemn Acknow- 


Hides, we have particular Mercies to be thankful. for, 
and particular Favours to ſeek, every Morning and 


cenſe burnt every Day, both in the Morning and Ben- 
#ag, at the Door of the Tabernacle; where he pro- 


And there ſcems to be a Re 


ence to this in-the New 


ceafing ; to offer up the Sacrific 
continually; and the like. © It is a good Thing, faith 
_ the P/alnift, to ſpeak of thy loving Kindneſs every . 
Morning, and thy Faithfulneſs every Night.” This has. 

Bice of good Men. Nor will a len 
© nent Performance of this Duty be ſufficient. to 


an habitual Veneration for Gov, a ad. 


Hice of Prayer, and Praiſe 


him 


. Tam 3 or find with hat wenn 1 0 in 
© which 1 do not find my Soul raiſed to a Frame ſome-way fuitable 
r Ann. „ 


3 


* . concerning voonge. Me; £3 4 


bim. Let me aſk. praying Chriſtians this Queſtion, - 
Whether they do not find converſe with Gop every 
Morning and Evening, little enough to do this? and 

whether they do not think it is proper, and will be ad- 


vantageous, to take if poſſible a ſhort Interval at EO 


Noon, juſt before or after Dinner, to :recolle& the 
Thoughts, to bring a Senſe of Gop to the Mind, and 
addreſs his Throne? We find no great Inconvenience 
in laying aſide our Buſineſs three or four Times a day 
to eat and drink: and is not the Life more than 
Meat, and the Soul more than the Life? Will the 
ſpiritual Life be ſupported with leſs Care and Pains, 
than the animal Life? We ſhould find the Advantage 
of reſolving with David, Evening and Morning and 
at Noon will I pray :*- and with Dauiel, even while 
he was Prime-miniſter, praying three Times a Day. 
One of Peter's Times of Prayer was Noon: And this 
is more neceſſary for Men of great Buſineſs, becauſe. 
they are in moſt Danger of loſing the Thoughts of. 
Go; amidſt the Cares of the World. As to the 
particular Hours, they muſt be left to every one's Diſ- 
cretion, It may be ſuſſicient to ſay, that in the Morn- _ 
ing the ſooner we retire for Prayer, the better. Then 
the Thoughts are more lively: the Mind has not. 
been tinctured with the World. If it be deferred, 
ſome Buſineſs may come- in to prevent it, or oblige 
us to hurry it over, without ſufficient Time to make 
a ſerious Work of it. And, this by the Way, ſnews 
the Neceſſity of keeping regular Hours, and riſing 


early. We ſhall make little of Devotion without it. 


Servants, and Men of Buſineſs, had need to redeem. 


their Morning-time for this Work: and. ſay. wich 8 


Daa Thou art wy: . 9 1 ſeek thee.” 
| Let 


7 Diszerzon- 


Prayer be performed in the Evening, before it be 
— „ drowſy and unfit for it. It will 
de proper to pay your Evening-ſacrifice, vofore you go 
0 an Beeniog-viſit or friendly Meeting. It will tend 

to preſerve yo from the Temptations of 'Levity, In- 
nom ce, and every other Irregularity. But re- 
member, it is better to pray late, than not at all. In 
a Word, if we do not fix upon certain Hours, and 
periodita Returns of Devotion; engaging ourſelves by 
firm Reſolution, and enuring ourſelves by conſtant 
— Uſage, to the ſtrict Obfervation of them; ſecluding 
from them, as from ſacred Encloſures, all other Buſi- 
| neſs, we ſhall often be dangerouſly tempted to neg- 
lect Devotion. We ſhall be liſtleſs to it; prone to 
defer it, "and eaſily ſedaced from it by the Encroach- | 
ments of other Buſineſs, or the Enticements of other 
| Pleaſures, Let it be a Rule and Reſolution with us, 
_ never to negli it, And if we cannot be lively, let 
us be ſincere and ſerious. Let me farther exhort 
_ you under this Part of my Directions, to allow your 
Children and Servants proper Time for religious Re- 
tirement. Exhort them to oblerve and improve theſe 
| Seaſons. - Furniſh them with proper Books of Devo- 
tion for their Uſe, and narrowly obſerve, whether 
they embrace the Seaſons you allot to them, and at- 
tend to chis important Part of Duty. Having 
mid thus much about the Time, I would offer you 
- fome Directions relating to the Manner of ferforming 
8 Prayer. And here, not to repeat what I ſaid in a 
former Diſcourſe concerning the Privacy of the Place, 
the avoiding Oſtentation, and remembering the Eye 


donenrerene, a 


e *Gop. upon you, I would exhort, that previous 
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85 ſaid. in Favour of Forms of Prayer in Pablic and 
135 Family-worſhip, I moſt think they are highly im- | 


- aw. 


moſt devotional Parts; as the P/alms,' the Evangelifts, 


and the practical Parts of the Zi/les. © This will belp | 4528 
| you to fix your Thoughts, ſupply you with proper 
Expreſſions, and be ferviceable to excite devout Af- 
fections in your Hearts. Accuſtom yourſelves alſo to 


ſome previous Meditation. Conſider the Deſign of 


entering into your Cloſet ; the Greatneſs, Goodneſs, 
and Omniſcience of your Father who ſeeth in ſecret ; 
the Importance of the Errand on which you ate ap- 
proaching him, even to beg the Life of your Soulsz - 
tat your Prayers may not be cuſtomary and formal, _ 
without Meaning, Life and Deſign. Think every _ 


Morning of the Mercies of the Night, your com- 
fortable Accommodations, Repoſe, Health, Peace, 


and the like. Think what Buſineſs you have to do, 
what Wants to be ſupplied, what Difficulcies and 
Temptations you may meet with, thro* the Day; 
and ſpread each before the Lord. Recollect theſe 
Things in the Evening : renew your Prayers for Par- 


don, Aſſiſtance, and Protection. Whatever may be 


proper and inconvenient in fecret Worſhip. And in- 


deed ſome of the warmeſt Advocates: for Forms have 
allowed that free Prayer is moſt proper in ſecret.” 
Let thoſe that cannot do without, uſe Forms. But 
let them not confine themſelves entirely to them; | 
but vary, and add, as their Circumſtances require. 
It is impoſſible that any Prayer-book ſhould fuĩt every 
Complaint and every Sorrow, which the Soul wants 


to pour out before God. A devout Chriſtian cannot 


| concerning s renfr Faris. „ 


Reading and Reflection be made uſe of. Let as” 
Scriptures be conſtantly read. Chuſe the plaineſt and 


* Canten! Himbele to wrap up ng ane and mot n. 
© portant. Concerns in a few general Sentence. It 
8 wonld be quenching the Spirit of God, and. inzu- 
_ ring his own Pleaſure and Profit. —I muſt 1 you. 
of hat L have before ſuggeſted, that it is no aer 
: which doth, not pi from the Heart, It is our 


7 to p Go, in Spirit and in 1 Truth; to to 
take e care b that. we + do not trifle in the Preſence. of. 

the eternal Felowah. >To. Pray. without ſome Fixed- 
| neſs ought and Sincerity Heart, is really 
taking the Name of the Lord © our God in vain. Let 
us then engage our Hearts to approach to Gov, lee | 
W828 af: ourſelves. to take hold n him, and call upon al!“ 
ili 4 to praiſe his. holy Name:“ Make 
= ſome Pauſes ; think what you are about ; aſk your- 

i _ _ ſelves, is this Prayer? Is this a. rational, - ſpiritual 
WW Service? Will Gop be. pleaſed with. this Kind of. 
n Fix your . on, che Spirit of 


=. af; a 5 ee ao. Gov? J | Preſence 
= and Afiftance; that he would ſupply you with ſuit- 
de Thoughts, Expreſſions, and Affections. Remem- 
ber to bear upon your Mind the Concerns. of the 
Public and the Church of Gop and be found 
| among thoſe who mourn in ſecret for the Abomina- 
tions of our Land, and ſeek it's Peace and Welfare. | 
=. —Remember alſo, in all. your Prayers to maintain 
= - - a.believing Regard to the Lord Ze/as. Chriſt, as the 
Mediator, in whoſe Name you are to pray, and thro”. 
whoſe Hand you are to expect Mercy. Content not 
pourſelves with mentioning his Name at the Cloſe; 
but in the whole Service, conſider him as your Aavo- 
cate with the . and by biw; offer up, all your . 
| 1 


2 e of 


— 


rut steak Parra. ä 


| + vititual Sacrißces. Wien the Doty i is did . 

| elles how it was performed; that you may be hum- 

| bled, or - ſatisfied and thankful, as the Caſe ſhall re- 

| quire. It will be proper and adviſeable to read over 
a Pfalm or Hymn, and fg it with a diſtin& and - 
low Voice, and thus make Melody in your Hearts to 
the Lord. Theſe are the moſt important Direc- 
tions I have to give, relating- to ſecret Prayer ; and 1 
am perſuaded, an Obſervance of them will contribute 
to the Pleaſure of your Devotions, and make them 
the Inſtruments of your Growth in Grace, and Meet- 
neſs for Heaven. Fellowſhip with Gop muſt be be- 
gun on Earth; and they only can be fit to dwell 
in his heavenly Preſence, who have contracted =o 2 
maintained a holy Intimacy with him, and lived near „ 
to him, 4 here below. MN would now. ſu Sgeſt, 


3. Some Caution relating to this Subject. 


"And I would, in the firſt Place, ſolemnly. caution 
"you againſt every Thing that would ee or un- 
| ft you for devotional Exerciſes; particularly a- 

— 5 _gainſt too much worldly Bufine/5, Care and Anxiety. „ 
Thoſe that are eager to be Rich and determined to 
leaye their Families wealthy, can ſcarce be Men of 
Devotion; for their Thoughts are all taken up with 

earthly Things: ; or if they do ſteal a few Moments 
for ſecret Prayer, it is almoſt. impoſſible but their 
Buſineſs and Cares will follow them to. their Clo- 
ſets, and interrupt this divine Work. I muſt. cau- 
tion you againſt Face, of Eating and Drinking, the 
Love of Gaming, Pleaſures, and Diverſions: ſince 
each of theſe over- charges the Mind, unfits it for 
_ converſs with Gop, and renders it almoſt utterly in- 


 capaligs ES 
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. capable of 0 paint Work. I muſt caution you Kkewiſe 7 
_ againſt Paſſion, Anger, Reſentment, and meditating on 
— Injuries received. You- can never pray comfortably 
and acceptably, unleſs the Mind -be calm, and you 
- lift up holy Hands without Wrath and Doubling. — 
I would humbly caution devout Chriſtians, tho? it is 
"a Caution that few in the preſent Day need, that 
they conſider their own Frame and Circumſtances in 
| Life, and not protract their Devotions to an unreaſon- 
able Length, ſo as to break-in upon their neceſſary 
"Buſineſs, fatigue their animal Spirits, and fo leſſen 
the Pleaſure and Advantage of this bleſſed Work. I 
exhort them to remember, that every Thing is beau- 
- tiful in it's Seaſon; and that it is the Character of a 


, £ Wie Man to order all his Affairs, religious as well 


_ as civil, with Dzſcretion. But the moſt important 
ee is, that you Ive ſuitably to your Prayers, and 
let all the World ſee that you-- are the better for 


| them. When Moſes had been in the Mount, in a 


State of the greateſt Nearneſs to God, and moſt inti- 
mate Converſe with him, that any Creature was ever 
, to; when he was come down to the People, 
they obſerved, that his Face fone with an unuſual, ſur- 
pPriſing Luſtre. The Jraelitet did not know particu- 
- Jarly what had paſt: but they knew, by this Circum- 
- Rance, that he had been with God. Thus ſhould a 
. Luſtre of Holineſs appear in the whole of our Con- 
 verſacion; ; and our Zives ſhould ſhew what hath paſt 
In” ſecret. It is horrible Hypocriſy to aſk one Thing 
"__ act another: to beg the Forgiveneſs of Sin, and yet 
per in it: to pray for Aſſiſtance in performing 
aud ſuch Duties, and yet never perform them : to aſk 
the 5 * and yet never r take the EE; the 
| JO 
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5 n 8 to obtain it. 1 that 8 
important as it is, is not the 2vhole of Religion. It 
is deſigned to make us holy in all Manner of Con- 
verſation. May Gop write an all our Hearts, that 
moſt weighty and ſolemn. Declz 5 
Iniquity in my. Heart, the Lord will not hear me!“ 
And that of Semen, He that turneth away his Ear 
from hear Ing: the Law, even his Prayer ſhall be Abo- 
mination.” If we are not faithful and reſolute in 
doing our Duty, aud endeavouring to reſemble Gop, 
in vain do we worſhip him. It is but a Compli- 
ment, yea a ſolemn Mockery. If Men are ſottiſh, con- 
tentious, niggardly, moroſe, and unſociable; if. they 
are fretful, murmuring, and complaining; if they 
are proud and haughty, and ſay to others, fland- by 
thyſelf, I am holier than thou; theirs is a falſe De- . 
 wotion ; It cannot proceed from true Principles, nor 
_ - ii; acceptable to Gop. To, talk of Devotion, and 
enjoying much of Gop in the Cloſet, and to come 
down among Men, peeviſh and fretful; or immedi- 
ately to betray a carnal and covetous, or a han ghty 


ation: HANS 


and untractable Spirit; theſe are Things of 0 in- 


conſiſtent a Nature, that the ſucceeding Iniquity ſpoils 
the Devotion, and almoſt deſtroys the Pretence to 
any ſublime Degree of it. Such Perſons had need 
look well to . themſelves, and make a diligent Search, 


whether their Hearts be fincere with Gop or no; 


whether they build all their Hopes upon the flaſhy 
_ Efforts of animal Nature, coupled with the Thoughts 
of ſome. ſacred Object, and tacked on by a divine 
0 ee kt ON: 112 an en . n 
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5 8 ar uf Fickds, concerning your Father's ſeeing 
in ſecret, the tender Regard and Affection he hath 
for his praying Servants, and his Intention to reward 

'  *them openly, by improving their Graces in this 

World, and conferring diſtinguiſhed Honour upon 
them in another. I would exhort you, my aged Friends, 
not to be diſcouraged, if you find the Arabur of 

"Devotion abate in advancing Years. All the Aﬀec- 

15 tions grow weaker, as the bodily Powers decay: and 
"oftentimes the Faculties of the Mind, the Under- 
"Randing and the Memory, decay with them. You 

maay really enjoy as much of Gov, and find as great 

8 Profit by Prayer, as you did in earlier Lift, when 

. bs nd were more enlarged and affected in it. Be not 
— - * weary in Well-doing ; but pray always, and 
e Faint. hen you make Conſcience of this 
Duty, and perform it heartily, as unto the Lord, it 

7 will be a comfortable Evidence of your Integrity be- 

fore Gov. I apprehend the ſureſt Teſt of a Man's 

real Character is what paſſeth in Retirement. There is 
© -(fays'a pious Writer “) ſcarce any Trial of Upright- 
neſs more ſure and undeceiving, than à general 
© Reliſh for, and conſtant Application to, the ugſeen 
parts of Religion. In other Actions a Man may 
i . lb «bp ſecretly ſwayed by the good Opinion of the 
World. But in religious ivacy, What is it can 
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- Deſire” & approving themſelves to. the Sear 85 

« all Hearts? If your Deſires after God are Rrong, 8 
and your Hearts united to fear and love bim in 
« theſe Exerciſes, it is a Sign that the Fear and Love 4 | 


«* rence with a holy Life, which 1 cannot but think 
« doth almoſt inſepatably accompany i it, is a Proof of 
a new Nature, and a faving Change.* Judge 8 

ſelves by this Teſt. It will afford you Comfort, to 
be able to appeal to Gon, that you have made Con- 

ſcience of feeret:) Duties, - and laboured with your 
Hearts to perform them fincerely and devoutly. A 

Perſon now with Go, told me on his dying Bed, 
that his natural Temper was not the beſt, and that 
he had been guilty of many : Sins and Follies. * But, 

« ſaith he, that Place, pointing to his Claſet, is Wit 
* neſs to my humble Prayers and Converſe with Goo, 
and the Pains I have taken to ſubdue my Temper, 
and train-up myſelf for that World,” to which I 
0 hope, thro' Grace, I am going! But it is time 
to conclude this Diſcourſe and Subject. I have en- 
deavoured, Sirs, to convince you of your Duty to 
pray to your Father in ſecret. I have done nothing 
if you are not convinced. But I think I have ſaid 
what will make your Conſciences charge and reproach . 
you, if you will not practiſe it; and reduce you to 
the State of that wicked Servant, who | nend "his © 


with zany Stripes. But I hope ſome of you are 
convinced, and will not any longer neglect ſo i impor- | 
tant and neceſſary a Duty ; and that devout Chrik 
tians will with greater Diligence and Zeal proceed 
in 2008 3 Work. If "Num think you are un- 
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of Goy' govern your Hearts. And this, in. Concur- 


Lordi Will, and did it not; and therefore was beaten 


” ” 
> x : by 
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TER 1 Love, I 2 2 their Behalf and my own, | 
BETS chat in your moſt ſerious Moments, when you are 
yo would 


1 your Cloſets and neareſt to Gor, h. 
e eee and offer up a 
_ Petitions for us, who greatly need them, 


het 


"Shoots thro? the darkeſt Ave | 5 # i 8 | | 
ep Retirement 'Thou art nigh it: 


985 "A. There ſhall chat piercing Eye £ Garvey nf wile: hes 
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Obs devout Man, and one that AF 60 5 
 wvith all his Houſe, which. gave ay.” NC to the | 
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is * the Cueger f. esd“ wa A 
1 noble Character it is. What makes it more 
n is, that he was a Heathen and a Soldiet. 
He was a devout Man, a Worſhipper of the true 
God; he feared him, and made a Conſcience of prar- 
ing to him alway; he Was very charitable to the 
People among whom he lived. It is likewiſe obſerved, 
that he feared GOD with all his Houſe, which plainly 
Intimates, that his Family 1 was a eor/hipping Family. 
His pious Care in praying with them, and for them, 
and teaching them the Fear of Goo, was ſucceſsfnl 
to make them devout and pious; ſo we read (v. 7.) 
of a devout Soldier that waited on him continually, 
was, in modern Language, the Captain's own Man. 
This Example of the Perſonal and Family-religion 
of a | Heathen and a Soldier, hae. 1 hope, ter 

D 3 


ur of Brqnr-enarus, 5 


den barer nete an important Deſign I have 


=. + endeavour co excite you to the Practice of i it. You 


a ante, 


2 the Af of youu - Familie es; but N Lay to 
5 and aloft impoffibl not to Kg, "From 


"Children, Servants, Neighbours, or others, whofor a 
= ee or ſhorter Time reſide in your Houſes, whe- 
oor: there be POT very there : and indeed were 


yourſelves, about it, he could not be reckoned im- 
g- but an e had act in Charatter. . In 


N were no l aig = the F 11 4, others, abt is 
indeed ſometimes acknowledged, but very ſeldom ; on 
ue Lord's Day, perhaps, ar on ſome particular O 
. Kon. 80 criminal g Neglect, nt becomes, me to repr 
„ and attempt 10 engage A 8 be 
' _ tome, young. 0 hg hay Lach e entered upon 
their likewiſe, engage in this 9 we 
Ah hope, what. will, be; ſaid npon this Suhject, may 
ſiſt piou s Families to be ſteadfaſt and ſerious i 
45 Practice of this Duty, and to improve theſe . 
Exerciſes to thoſe excellent Purpoſes, for which they 
are required of us. As it is a Duty of great Impor- 
nuunce, on which the Honcur of Gop, the Support of 
Religion, and the Good of Souls. very much depend, 
1 would plead. its Cauſe. very ſetiouſly; and, that 
what 1 ſay may, by the Bleſing of Gop, be effeckpel. 
iÞ en it in the pla intelligible 
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Sontiments, and ſometimes the was 9, of pe beſt 
Writers upbn the Subject, whom:/T- have carefully 


petuſed for that Parpoſe ; a Method not -lefs Jabori> 4 


ons to myſelf, and more zeſpectful to my Hearers, 
than to have confined myſelf entirely to my n . ©} 
ee abs: eee, ee eee 
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ie meg it. on 'S F 


| courngements to thoſe who p 


Let me intreat, my 
to what I ſhall addreſs to yo on "Unis yo oily 
Subject; and your earneſt Prayers} that'Goy- Would 


aſſiſt and ſucceed me in this Deſign for his Glory, 


ove JOU +. and. your Families“ Welfare. 'F am, i 


oh Ten illuſtrate the Nature of Family-worſhip,.. 
I need fay very little P HI! 


5 rer: to . that i it is the Duty of every Head 


of a Family daily to offer up ſerious ſodemn Addreffes, 


=o Ko” with Ste Coortrrence: Ifay « — Head. of ; a 
"I e van 2 arne 
of their Family. It is a. Duty that belongs to the 
Head of à Family as it, Head, and being inveſted 
with Authority over the reſt, by the great Lord of 
all, for their Good. The Whole of Family - religion 
is not to be placed i in Acts of Worſhip, properly ſo 
called. It | includes Family- government, and Diſei- 
pline; the daily reading of the Scriptures to them, 
and. at ſome Times, eſpecially on the Lord's Day, 
other practical Books; watching over the Ways of 
our Houſchold, catechiſing Children, inſtructing Ser- 
vants ; reproving, admoniſhing, and corrcing for 
Leg tes of Temper and Conduct; and more 
"eſpecially for Sins againſt Gon. But Family-wor- 
mp is the moſt important Branch, and will have a 
great Influence to promote the regular and uſeſul 
Diſcharge of the reſt. Family-worſhip includes the 
ſeperal Branches of Prayer; a ſolemn Adoration of 
tte great Gov; giving him the Glory of his Per- 
ſections and Government of the World; acknowledg- 
ing bis Authority, Righteouſneſs, and Goodneſs, and 
15 oonfeſſing our Sins before him: it includes 3 
ing up our Deſires. to him for thoſe Bleſſings and 
_  _ Mercies we want; grounded on a Perſuaſion of our 
Ignorance, - Weakneſs, and Inability to help our- 
ſelves, and his boundleſs Power, Wiſdom and Good- 
- neſs. It comprehends, likewiſe, a thankful Acknow- 
| ledgment of his Mercies; owning our Dependance 
3 220 W and rn: to him, for all che * 
| IR BE CES. : . e 


N 
4 * 


it for granted, as an allowed Truth, 
de worſhipped by every rational Creature fregly, or in 
bis perfonal Capacity ; that Men are to meet toges. 
ther and worſhip their comma pri Friend, an! 


855 . 1 f * 7 — . 6 . 5 5 . be - 
% of FAMILY-PRAYER., © 37 
nie 1 1 is to come. 


mil or the Con Bat in order to render 


our Family-worſhip properly io, it ought to have 2 
| ial Regard to the Srate and Cireumftances of the 
Fenty, by which it is preſented, and be ſuited to 
their Caſes: particular Thankſgivings and Petitions | 
ſhould be offered up, by the Heads of Families, for 
- themſelves, their Children and Servants, according to- 


their reſpective Circumſtances. But this Duty is {6 
plain and clear, that it needs not be further illuf- 


trated; the Difficulty is, to bring I. to 125 1 880 


rice of it. I proceed therefore, 


bay To Thew the Reaſonableneſs of it. me | 
And under this Head, I ſhall confine myſelf, chiefly, a 


to what tie Light of Nature ſuggeſts upon this Sub- 


Wy their Creator ; on which Revelation is founded. 


by which it is confirined, and with which, it is als 
Ways conſiſtent. This Law ariſes from the Relation 


keſe Remarks are e to 
all Acts of Worship, whether i in the Cloſet, the Fa- 


* 


705 - ; that Law which was written upon Men” Heart: 


in which Man ſtands to Gop and his Dependaner 


upon him. Now Reaſon ſuggeſts, that it is our Duty 
t reverence our Superiours ; and therefore that the 


kigheft Reverence is due to Go D, our Creator and 


ſopreme Ruler; the Being on Whom we have a con- 
fant, neceſſary Dependance; and who gives and con. 


tinues to us thoſe Powers and Faculties, by which we 
are capable of worſhipping him. We may now take 
that G0 is try 
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- mY have often 


2333 
| do do it. 
>; $ | 


ra/onablentſe of FAMILY-PRATER: 

in 4 le. lanner. The ſame Reaſons 
{A been, urged. to IVE ſecret and public 
_ Worſhip. tg be neceſſary Duties, will, in general, 
de equally Alrong S Bue.th : Rea- 
e of it Hall more particularly deer from 
eonſiderin Relation of a Family, as ſuch, 
Gon- their mutual Relation to one another the 
Relation of the Head to the ſeveral Members of the 
Famihy—and their Relation to the World and all 
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iy] Wee the” Kelten at's Family' 3 


G0. — And here, theſe Thoughts will occur; that 
Families are Societies conſtituted and appointed by 


him—and favoured with ſpecial Advantages and Op- 
gortunities for W im and rr geg _ 


o SJ 
$ 4 ZN 


"een are. Sdoeieries * 2 7 by 


it the great Gop himſelf, and therefore ought to wor- 


tip him. He is the Faunder of all Families. He ſaw 


Et; was not good for Man to be alone, and therefore 
Provided him a fuitable Companion. His Providence 


a to be acknowledged i in the ſocial Affections he hath- 


„ implanted in human Nature, and the Proviſion he 
Kath made for the regular Exerciſe of them. 11 is. 
Goo, who, as the Plalmilt expreſſeth it « fetteth. the 
Solitary. in: Families, who buildeth up our . Houſes, 
und direas Men in the Choice of wein elations. 


Providence gives Perſons 5 
and make Proviſion. br. thoſe that * dem. N ; 


and. aur 
TORS . 8 ; a ar ORs FCC ra : 
CC * 7 * r 2 4 
* 4 
3 ” * 
5 e 7 3 
3 > * w.- i — 
„ 1 N ; 2 5 
2 ö N * 77 7 el 
, aa =. - — — .- + 
* 7 2 *. * 9 + 
2 


cep-houſe,. : 


Relation. We are obliged 
Way we can; and; as ſocial” Creatures, to hotidur 


| J. 2 222 * * ite FhavER, 5 
wfitever we do for their LF IO Support. Ad 


Comfort, he is the great Suſtalner and Preſeryer or” 
them. Ih this Reſpect, he is the * Gov of all the ra- | 
ries of the Earth fle Is likewiſe * the ſupreme * 
Covernour of all Families; as they are united by his 


Appointment, and he exerciſeth a providential Go- 
vernment over them. He ſtands in a particular Rela- 


tion to chriffan Families. Accordingly it was foretold 


© that” he would be the Gop of all the Families of 
I/ratl,”* that is, of Chriſtians, who are now, the Het 


of GOD; and all related to him thro* Jeſus Chrit, 
© of whom the whole Family i in Heaven and Earth 18 


named.” Now, it is very natural to argue rem. 


hence; that there is Homage and Worſhip due to 


Gon from all Families, as ſuch. He ought to be 
acknowledged in this Relation as their Builder, Owner, 
and ſupreme Maſter: according to his own Reaſoning, - 
c the- Son of a Family honoureth his Father, as a Su- 


= periour, "and a Servant his Maſter : if 7 then be +- 


Father, where is my Honour ? And if I be a M 


Where is my Fear, ſaith the Lord of Hoſts l' It would- 


be ſtrange, that a Society of Creatures, of which Go 


is the Author and Support, ſhould not be obliged to 


acknowledge that he is ſo, and worſhip him in that” 
to honour Gop in every” 


him by ala Religion: : and as Families are one of 
thoſt Societies, which he hath conſtituted; and® in- 


the Order of Nature, the very firſt of them, they” 
ought to honour him in that Capacity. This will be” 
; allowed 3 in our perſonal Capacity; ; and the Argument 5 
is eqa⸗ ly Mug with 7 to EI ooo 4 


"J's * 
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.*- 
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TY The Reaſonable: 7 of FAMILT-PRAYBER. 
" Perſon is bound to worſhip, Gov, as. the Head of a 
F amily ; that is, with it. He is capable of it, and 


| they, that belong to his Family are capable of join- 


| zog with him ;.and therefore they ought ; becauſe Gop 


bas 4 Right to all the Homage we are capable of 
paying, g, conſiſtent with. the other Duties he ,requireth - 


. This Reaſoning i is grounded upon this plain 


Haxim, that whatever Relation Providence brings 


a Perſon i into, he is bound to ſerve Goo in that 
+» Relation;” 28 4 King 2, A Magiſtrate, a Maſter of a 


Family and the like. —— is further to be conſi- 
diered (tho? I fear moſt People never conſider it) chat 
a Family is a Conſtitution, or a Society, formed, not 
merely for this World but for another ; as compoſed | 

of rational immortal Beings. c Why (faith the Prophet 
Malachi) did Gop form one Man and one Woman 


only? and unite them together as a Family? but that 


he might ſeek a godly Seed h So that this Relation 
Was ,ordained,. not. only to continue a Succeſſion of 


Men upon the Face of the Earth, but to /upport Re- N 
1 Families were ordained to be Nurſeries of 
| Religion, to maintain it in the World, and hand 


it down from Father to Son, from Family to Family, 


thro? all Generations. Now, how can this be done, 
without impreſing the Minds of Families with a 
Senſe of Gop? and how can this be done without 
_folemn Prayer to him Again, | 

F amilies are furniſhed with ſoecial 3 EP | 


| beni, ſor worſhipping Goo, and therefore ought | 


0 do it. Their Nearneſs and Convenience, their 


mutual Society and Endearment, and that. Regard, 


Which they ought to have for one another's Comfort 
and _—_— for both Worlds, render | it RO 


N 
* Mal, li 15 e 


; expedient x a a bh ne 


e as the greateſt and moſt excellent 


for the Members of a Family to Kalete chi"Hied'! k 


our Foint-capacity, pay our Homage to him 
5 een of Family-worſhip' may be argued, r 


2̃ . From the Relation of the ſeveral Parts * 5 1 
| Family to one another. 3 


ſhips proper and neceſſary, becauſe Men have a near 


it is equally reaſonable that Family-mercies nl, e 
alu -,αige by the whole Family together. They 

Jointly ſhare in the Comfort and ought to concur in 
| the Thankfulneſs, — our Wr W beer . 


de paid to Gow in ie 0 4 in e WA 
efore, as the Creator and Preſerver of 


of Beings, he ought: to be worſhipped dy them. * 
is reckoned a Piece of Decency and good Breed 


Maſter. every Morning, when they firſt meet; and 


3 every Evening, when they retire: and doth not the 
Head and Matter of all Families, to whom we _ 


they are ſubordinate, deſerve that we ſhould, 


. £55 2 


3 is a Society diſtinct Gras: all di wr hath 


an independent. Government, as far as the Laws of the 
Community allow. The Parts of it have à mutual 
Relation and Dependance, and are therefore under pe- 


culiar Obligations to worſhip Gov. As public We 5 


Relation to one another, and a common Dependance 
upon God, and becauſe they may cheriſh ſoeial Af- 
ſections, and promote one another's Piety, by ſuch 
a public Homage; ſo it is with Families Por 


Inſtange, if it be reaſonable, that every Perſon ſhould* 


acknowledge the Mercies he hath received from Gov, 


ns Gov. 
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5 dn Account. in aw public Aﬀſemblies ;- and yet offer 


 veaſonable-chat it ſhould lie 
"Breaſts, or oniy be acknowledged before Gon in our 


Ne make a Hedge pro us and our — and 


All chet we haue on every Side ?* Doth He preſerre 


Ve, our C „ and: Servants; in our going out 
and coming in, lying down and rifing” up? Do we 

come. together in the Morning after our Repoſe, and 
in the ng after our Labours, without any Diſ- 
treſs or evil Occurrence? What can be more rea- 


Jonable, than that we ſhould unite” in adoring and 
pPraiſiag our great and conſtant Benefactor? When 


He ſpreads our Table and fills our Cup; we are not 


d fh leg to u Senſe of Religion and Decency, as 


not to achnewiedge his Hand therein; aud is it not 
equally reaſonable that we ſhould praiſe him for our 


other Family-bleſlings ? Leit thought reaſonable, that 


Gop ſhould be acknowledged, when we and our 
ar meet Deliverance ? 
to de returned on 


7 F amilies, tho! 


by evidently. a — F wonder Men do 
r Incon- 


- - iſtence of this Neglect. H we have any Senſe of 
_ -Gratitude for -Gop's'i Mercies ' to our Houſes,. is it 
othered in our own 


3, and not with our Families, "who : are y Joint- 


of: W ſooghe? e is it K , W. 
every Mas to give Glory to GOD by confeffing His 


don — neee of their Evit 


8 that it Families nge e 


| as Work 3 „ 
there a 121 upon Earth, in which there are not 
might ſay daily, Offences, committed againſt 
op and againſt one another, by the Members of 
it, in their relative Capacity. 9 Is there not ſome ll 
 Bohaviqur, or Negleft of Doty. ta. one angthers that 
calls them to the Throne of Grace, to acknowledge 
it, and beg the . Forgiveneſs of it? Are there not 
ſome Tranſgreſſions of the Rules of Family-enjoy-- 
ments. and Converſe ;, ſome Exxeſſes or Differences: 
ſome Miſcarriages;; 3 ſome raſh: and, proyoking Words 
uttered one againſt another; ſome unkind Speeches, 
at leaſt many vain, and idle Words in our mutual” 
Converſation, that ought to be-lamented before Gop ? 
Even the beſt Men and the beft Families, have their 
Sins of Tnfirmity, that ought. daily to bring them- 
to Gop!s- Footſtool, as Penitents and Sopplicants. 
The HighePrieft among the Jews was, on the Day 
\ of Expiation, to make an "Atonement for: his on 
Sins, and for the Sins-of his Household; and there i: Is : 
| Reaſon we ſhould daily renew our Application to 
G0 for ourſelves and Houſeholds, thro” the Virtue 
of Chriſt's. atoning Sacrifice. Fürther, there. are | 
Family-mercies and. Bleſfings to be ſought : and if i it in 
reaſonable. that. every particular Perſon ſhould x 
to bis Father i in ſecret, for what be wants for "him 
kelf, it is reaſonable a Pamily ſhould* concur in-aſk- 
ing what. they jointly, want. Every Head of a Fa- 
milly 1s, or ſhould, be "ſenſible of. his own Inſaffici- . 
ency to guide, peas and provide for his Fam ; 
without à divine Bleſſing ; - and. therefore ou wt 
commend. them. & to. God, and lead them to to 
kate with him, their en "entixe on PR" opon wy 
; nes. 
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mon Eber all Families; ſuch as daily Bread, and the 
Continuance of Life ; together with the peaceable and 


alſo Bleffings which particular Fam 1 
Family hath its peculiar Cares and Burdens hath Af. ; 
fairs to manage, and an Employment to purſue, in the 
Succeſs of which they are all jointly concerned : and 

therefore Gov ought to be ſought to by them jointly. 

Particular Families lie open to particular Temptations, 
Which they ought to pray for Deliverance from, or 
Victory over. Buſy Families are in Danger of be- 


— which we want in cum- | 


comfortable Enjoyment of what we poſſeſs. There are 


coming Worldly-minded and forgetting the one Thing 


"needful. The rich are in Danger of Pride, Luxury 


and VUncharitableneſs : : poor or decaying Families, of 


Injuſtice, Fraud and Diſcontent: mixed Families, of 
_ 'Quarrels and Contentions, or a want of Harmony 


and Contrivance for the general Peace and Happineſs. 


There is therefore Reaſon that ſuch Families ſhould 
| not only awatch, but Pray, that they enter not into 
Temptation. There are few Families without fre- 
quent Afitions, which in ſome Degree affect them 
all; They ſhould therefore jointly pray, that theſe may 


be femoved and over-ruled for their good. All Fa- 
milies have Relations or Friends at a Diſtance, whom. 


, they ought, in, common Supplications, to commend 
Concern, and the Means to keep ap that Affection, 
Which Diftance of Place is apt to leſſen. Beſides all 
this, a Family's Concurrence in Prayer will increafe 
_ the Fervour of Devotion, and be more likely to en- 
1 gage t the favourable Notice and aps, of Gop,— — 


op; as an Expreſſion of their Love and tender 
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do pray for a Bly/ing upon your Inſtructions : and to 


a ae the. Relation of ths, Head to the | 
. Me I 
Members of a Family, Kar Gant 4s hh, * 


oh 


„4, of. Familine are: boundito-wwrthl: Gen n 


"hiv on Account of their Authority orer them 


the Love they ſhould have for — out of 
bee ee ee as their Truſt and Change. 1. 

- Yow are, he mag ant on unn ever ame 
your Serves: hy, their Cu and; this Authority 


was given-you by the ſupreme Lord, and is 10-be uſed 
for him. Any Authority and Power we have over _ 
others, is a Talent, or an improveable Mercy, which 


we are intruſted with for their good; and Gon en- 
pects that, as Stewards, we be found faitiſul. Why 
was this Authority given? not merely that they max 


be ſerviceable to the temporal, earthly Intereſt f 


the Family, and be compelled to do what would pro- 


mote it; but that they might be made wiſe and good. 


As - they are capable of being made ſo, it is the 
Duty of their Superiours to attempt it; and how can 


this be done without Prayer? If you expect your 
Servants ſhould uſe their Reaſon and Underſtanding 
in ſerving you, and not do Things mechanically as 
the Brutes, it is your Duty, not to treat them like 
Brutes, by only. providing. them Food and Habits» 
tions, but to take Care of their Minds; and by Rea- 


ſon and Admonition, to form them to Habits of $o- - 
briety, Diligence and good Behaviour? And if it is 


your Duty to inſtru them, it is certainly your Duty 
do 


3 dpok at Min ub e 
5 (their PLE: d. Condutt t gives you great Advantage 
| 8 1 e accordin ngly. Thus Gould 
| | every Head of « rang ner has Concern for the 
re. . ee. Famh. And here, there would 
/if'you conſidered che Soult | 

Km: Reaſon you 5 e i your 
|: a and Servants, and near Relation to both, 
2 this at your Hands. Vou will not deny, that 
It i your Duty to tabe Care, that they have Food 
7 -convenient' for them; and is it not equally your 
Duty to take Cate of their Souls ?- Doth not Faith 
len require the latter of you, as well as the former ? 


: 1 A fober' Heathen would.” e Food 2 Riment 


ber eas you be kind and ain de them, 
melir #pirituat Welfare; ths! Meat Als 3 to 
ane e Abd can chis be done without leading 

3 — they end bf praying —— 

et not equally {6 in general with thoſe that have 


Authority over them, and have enjoyed ſuperiour 


Advantages for the Knowledge of God and Religion. 
Deñdes, as we ſhall afterwards ſhew, Family-wor- 
map will give Weight to all your Admonitions. In 
wort, che Light of Nature plainly ſuggeſts, that Gop 
* you e „ Families, ard 
8 im- 


- implanted r Hearts a ne nn for their 
Goo = as your: own Comfort and . 
As they have Souls as well as Bodies, theſe, in all 
"Reaſon ought- 0 be Part of your Care; and as wy 


| (can geit ure Food nor Grace MAR. 

out the Beizug of Gop,: be ought. 0 be dail 
fervently, worſnipped. Von can never 2 
oo FORD Faichfulneſt or Humanity, to 


* — ; 


1 —3 the N of en in the. World. 
Are Families then, as ſuch, no Part of the Wort 7 
Or a Part, from whence, no Worſhip is due It Js 


| In. to the public Good, and be as uſeful as poſfible 
ind. They do contribute to this, as far as they 
0 ate laborious and diligent in their lawful Occupa- 
for tions; but how: are they uſeful as rational, immortal 
va Creatures, but by manifeſting Wiſdom, Piety, | Juſtice, 
ling Meekneſs and Charity? By being Examples of Peace, 
be good Order and Regularity? And can this be ex- 

pected from them, unleſs the Worſhip. of Gon be 


hide maintained? For it is, in its own. Nature, an admi- | 
jour Table Means to promote all ſuch ſocial Virtues, and- 
jon. make a Family, in which it is maintained, an ex- 
vor- cellent Example to all the Neighbourhood, But this 


Fi Point will come more naturally to be conſidered | un- 
K e N 


and 2 . 


7 , . ry ; . 2 * 3 = 
; 5 1 5 ü ” PRA : =: 4 
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ſarely reaſonable, that every Family ſhould: contri- 


-yorlkip. : 


4s 


— 


+ + : oh: 
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* alzns, dien N 5 5 


Ws as by Wees, . Fier“ Wee . %% Lato, 
eſe, having not the Law, are a Law unto them | 
dees, which ew the Work of the Law 4 
en their Harti, It is evident from ancient Hiſtory, 
that, een cp er ain Touts — 


4 Cities and Kin jngdoms, hue their yoo called 
; | ates. ' Some of the richer Sort had them 
In little Cliapels, or particular Apartments of their 
Houſes; and other pon the common "Hearth; to 
which the Whole Family offered Prayers and Satt. 
fete, of ſhowed ſome religious Regard. Of this Na. 
"tare, it ſeems, were the Yetaphim, or or Idol-Gods of 
"Laban and Micah, which we read of in 'Seripture. 
Aster their ſolemn Sictifices, they uſed to carry part 
Home and eat it as a religious Feaſt in their Fami- 
lies. There ſeems to be a Reference to ſome domeſtic 
„  *Weorthip of the Heathen, in à Paffage of the Pro- 
E "phet [/aiah;* where, after ſeveral Inſtances of public f 


- - 


2 Idolatry, which the Jews learned from them, had 1 

been mentioned, it is ſaid, Behind the Doort alfo and \ 

"the Poſtr, haft thou ſet up thy Remembrance,” or Memo- - 

+ "rial; thy Idol-God, or ſome Object of Vetieration. 5 
Tube Prophet Eakiel+ likewiſe ſpeaks of the Wor- 

** "ſhip uſed by * every Man in the Chambers if hic Imagery,” ; 

[his Qomeſtic 'Chapet, or Bed-chamber, as ſome cid e 

* N . * Verkons | 2 

„ „16. ti, 8. | + b. vii. ia. 5 | 1 


r — — 
ticularly in both the aul, Hows, tha, they have 
the ſame Idea of Family-relj he Pagass . 


more 2 Worſhip. Theſe dumb Idols and their 

Worſhippers will cry- ou, thoſe, who, with 
5 ſuperiour Licht and Know] neglect this reaſona- 
6, —— Theſe then are the Argumente, which. 
| Reafen ſuggeſts for the Duty I am now recommend- - 
ing. Nor let theſe Arguments be deſpiſed or thought 
lightly of; for the Voice of Nature is the Voice of 
Go; a wht Re dictates, is as much the Law . ; 
and Command of our Creator, as any T 


| raſtied in — I hall vt proceed | furcher 4 


may be the Means" of promoting 3 A your” . 
ie, and e. Ne | : 


pay 8 of eee e 
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TE i e bee of . Socrates, . that gre 


"VF: Light of the Pagan World, having defired In. 
formation 1 — his Maſter, concerning ſome Difficulties 


attending. Prayer; and above, all, particula, Requeſts. 


* pleaſe God to ſend a Perſon into the World to 
© give us full Information concerning our Duty.” 


This Perſon, whom Socrates hoped and deſired chat 
Go would ſend into the World, He hath been Pleaſed 
to ſend, even his Son Jeſus 2hrift ; who hath given | 
us fall Information concerning our D uty, and parti- 
.cularly directed us in the Article of Prayer. It be- 


comes us to be thankful for ſuch an Inſtructor, and 


to hearken, with the greateſt Attention, to what he 


"2 * thi an Article. . His I Dire 


— by p. 
4. N 
. 2 


N 2 © Ans 36 bY i Ei e + 


a made to. Gon, which have proved injurions to the 
f Fetiduonem when granted: the Philoſopher owned him - 
ſſelf utterly unable to ſatisf/y his Diſciple. upon this 
Head, and concludes with theſe remarkable Words, 
We muſt; continue in our Ignorance, till it ſhall - 


bis profeſſed Followers ,otterly neglecting them. - 
gave you, in my laſt Diſcourſe, the Reaſous why - MW 
1 lay before you at large the Nature of 


| Family-prayer, and ' Obligation,toix3-and:to ſhow. 


ach it lieth, and ae. Falte n 


if it be not anſwered; and to leave thoſe; that wilds 


perſiſt. in cheir Neglect, more inexcuſable-than even. 
n treating this Subject I propoſed to ſhowiyon * 
the R eſs of Family - worſhip. This Fargued 
om the Relation of a Family to the grent G 


niſhed with ſpecial Advantages and Opportunities for 
worſhipping him fr 

Part of a Family to one another and particularly 
their Relation to the Head of it--I argued it; from 
the Relation of Families to the World; and the ge- 
neral Practice of the Heathen, in bbvisg ſome Kind 
of Family-devotion, ſheweth, that this is agreeable; 
to t ee of N neee of e 


m To ſhew you the Seripeare-eidence for its .. 


Or what Proof ariſeth from Seripture, that and x 
worſhip is an important and neceſſary Duty. And 
here I muſt call back your Thoughts to what was 
ſaid in the former Diſcourſe, concerning the Reaſon- 
 ableneſs of it; and remind you, that the Scripture 
was not defgned to repeal the Law of Nature, but 
to confirm it. And tho”. . jaſt now hinted 
in the De Socrater, the Light of Nature did not 
ON — ctio about our * as made 2 Re. 8 


id, —— . 7; 


er ns eee, think it unneceſſary | 
to enlarge upon them, if we did not ſee many of 


as Families are Societies conſtituted by him and fur-- 


n the Relation of the ſeveral. 


8 A 2 a 


* 


E. adn ogy be i the Law of Goo,” 
ee eee — oghadeapond There 


Le Necks Abraham und. N bbw 2 
ng. other Rule Tots the D Diet tes: Lede, pardon 8 
8 uatil- the Law:\of Mobs, Ein was: Prong the World; 

but where there is 20 Law, there is »v Tran/prefſou : A 
canſequently, Reaſon and Conſeience were their Guide 
and Law; and for diſobeying this Law, they were 
_ guilty of Sin. Scripture is a ſuperadded Light, that 
confirms the Law of Nature: ieee 
no Proof brought from Scripture, that Family-prayer 
was a Duty, it would ſtill be a Duty, if it appeared 
_ to.be reaſonable in itſelf, and productive of the Hap- 
pineſs of Mankind. Thoſe general Laws of — 
tuse, to follow after Righteouſneſs and that which is 
Good : to ſeek our'own and others Happineſs, would 


All be, in effect, Precepts for Family-worſhip. But 


I ſhall now lay before you what Proof or Evidence 
there is from Scripture, that Gov requires it of us: 
and we mall cc —ſome Precepts that relate to 
: it—the Examples of good Men who have practiſed 
it and ſome Paſſages intimating that it is a Duty, 
or. referring to it, as a general Practice e 1 
Servants of Gon. Let us bolder; e 


5 
* 
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© 
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| 


| Now, eos. by en ee Sep allow, chat 18. 


5 £9577 SIT ; 


no bers d in ſo many Words, that: every. Head 
of a Family ought to pray with his Family. The 


| ſame Remark may be made with Regard to ſecret, 


Prayer; that there is no direct Command to pray in 
ſecret. Our Lord indeed takes it for granted that his. 
Diſciples would pray in ſecret, and gives them Di- 


rections how to perform that Duty. But I do not | 
know any, who queſtion that to be a Duty. With. 
Regard to Family-worſhip, there are general Precepts 


which ought in all Reafon to extend to that and 
ſome particular FO that - oem: IEG 0 
refer to it. 25 

There are . Naa which n in all Ren. 
fon, to be conſidered by us as extending te that; 
and it will appear to be the Will of our Maſter, that 
they ſhould extend to it. There Ls many ſuch. 


Precepts as theſe, relating to Prayer; pray always, 
pray without crafing, continue in Prayer, praying a- 


ways with all Prayer and Supplication : I will that 


Men pray every where, in every Thing give Thanks.“ 


Now will any fay, that Family-prayer is no Prayer 2 


that if a Man is to pray every where, that is, where: 
ever it is convenient, his Family is excepted? If he 
is in every Thing to give Thanks, are Family-mercies 
to be omitted ? Theſe Precepts require us to take 
all fit Opportunities for Prayer and Praiſe: and Rea- 


ſon and Experience ſhow, that Families afford fit 


Time, Place, and Occaſion for theſe Exerciſes. Tf. 


any object againſt the Duty, it lieth upon them to 


| ſhow, upon what Principles Family-worſhip is to be 
excluded; and why a particular Application of theſe 


general Commands ſhould not be made to that. Sup- 


Poſe God had given no * Commands * 
| "ps 


„ Ra 


| Var Fan MIL YorRAvER.” * 73. 


* 


* Feaſts. If it be ſaid, * true, it is every 


-F Man's Duty to pray alone and in his fingle Capa- 
« city; I anſwer, we do not receive Mercies merely i 
as ſing le Perſons, but as a Society. We ought to pray, 

and give Thanks, for Family-mercies, in and with 


the Family, i in our ſocial Capacity, as I ſhowed in the 


former Diſcourſe. Let us conſider how this Reaſon- - 
ing will hold good in a parallel Caſe. It is no where 


expreſsly commanded in Scripture, that a Man ſhall 


provide for his Family, except in that general Pre- 


cept, thou Malt do no: Murder; yet Reaſon ſhows it 
would be the higheſt Tvjuftice and Cruelty to let 
them ftarve. But the Apoſtle urgeth this as a Duty . 
e by Chriſt, when he faith, he that pro- 
videth not for his own, and eſpecially for thoſe of 
nis own Houſe, or Family, he hath denied the Faith 


and is worſe than an Infidel. '* He hath denied the 


chriſtian Faith, that requires this, tho? not expreſsly ; 
and is worſe than a Heathen, who, by the Light of 


Nature, is taught to do it. The Scripture doth not 
7 tell us, who are our Families; what Food and Cloath- 


;- we "ſhall give them; how often, and at what 
th "the e of © 
Lab W j 


of © F * 7 1 
| * I 1 Tim 2 * OY 21 * N . 
— 
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o 25 "trall eat; Cath it mM" ſet 
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the Time, the Place and the Diſpoion for Pro 75 
at . when be faith, * Hay ang Beiides,” that . 
Dos. pray without ceaſing,” ſeems to have a Refe- 
rence to the daily Sacrifice, chat was affered in the 
70 Temple, every Morning and Evening, and 
was called the continual PBurnt-offering. This ſhowed, 
that Gop was to be worſhipped daily, . beſides ' at 
ſolemn Seaſons, as an the Sabbath and ut their 


pad © Poon, . Ss 1 
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5 cham to be ſo evident a Duty, that he, who negledts. i 
it, is worſe than à Heathen, And, by the Way, if 
it be the Duty of Heads of Families to take Care 
of their Bodies, much more of their Souls. So that 
Family- prayer muſt be included in theſe general Pre- 
cepts, tho? not expreſsly mentioned. We obſerre 
further, that there are ſome particular Precepts, which 
ſeem direciy to refer to it. I cannot but conſider the 
Lord's Prayer in this View, He deſigned it for a /ocial 
Prayer. When he is ſpeaking of ſecret Prayer, he: 
| faith, thou when thou prayeſt, enter into 2% Cloſet: 

45 here he ſpeaks 1 in the Plurg/; when ye pray ſay, our 7540 
ther; give ut; lead us. I argue it from that Petition,. 2 5 
| give. us cis Day our daily Bread. It is a ſocial Prayer; 
it is to be uſed daily, as a Form, or as a Model: and. 
with whom is it to be uſed? It is in Men's Family, as 
well as perſonal Capacity, that they want daily Bread. 

nor can there, in general, be daily ſocial Prayer out af 
a Family; the Circumſtances of the World will not 
admit of it. This ſeems therefore to be in Effect a 
plain Precept for Family-worſhip.——1 argue further, 
from the Commands the Apoſtle Paul gives us witk 
Regard to relative Duties, Having exhorted the Ephe- | 
Fans to the Diſcharge of them, and having mentioned 
the Duties of Huſbands and Waves, Children and. 
Parents, Maſters: and Servants, he preſently adds, 
* praying always with all Prayer and Supplication,'® | 
Having exhorted _ Colaſtans to the ſame Duties, he, 
immediately adds, * continue in Prayer and watch in 
the ſame with Thankſgiving ; as he had mentioned 
Prayer and Singing immediately before that Exhorta- 
28 This ſeems, by the Connection, to mean Fa- 
. | mil 40 
1 erb. = ih. 5 + Col. iv. 1, 2. 
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70 * and to be an Intimation, that the Apoſtle 
conſidered that, as a Duty, which would have a great 


- Influence in exciting them to the Diſcharge of other 


relative Duties This may further be argued from 


= dhe e expreſs Command given to Parents to teach and © 


. rity 


f their Children, and bring them up in the 
5 e and Admonition of the Lord: therefore they 
thould-pray for a Blefling. And as theſe Precepts re- 
quire a religious Education, it will ſcarce be denied 
that teaching them to pray is included in the Precept ; 
nor can this well be done without praying in their 
hearing. The ſame may be ſaid concerning the 
Fourth Commandment. Heads of Families are required 
to keep the Sabbath holy themſelves ; and to ſee that 
ttheir Sons and Daughters, their Men- ſervants and 
8 Maid-fervants keep it ſo too. This is a plain Intima- 

tion, that they are obliged to take Care of the Reli- 
: gion of their Families: and, if they have Autho- 
over them to bind them to Sabbath-ſanQifica- 
tion, that Authority ſhould be uſed and improved 
for Family-worſhip, and every other religious Service, 
by which they may be profited. Upon the Whole, 

if Family-worſhip be a reaſonable Thing in itſelf; 


3 jf it be (as we ſhall endeavour afterwards to ſhow) f 


8 highly advantageous ; then all thoſe Precepts that re- 


5 quire Love to Gop and Man, the religious Care of 


| our Families, doing good in our ſeveral Stations, 
and ſaving the Souls of others, eſpecially thoſe com- 


mitted to our Charge: all theſe Precepts, I ſay, do 
I Effect require F amily-worſhip. Let us en, 


55 25 The Examples of thoſe, who profled it as re- 1 
Sed DS: eels gt 
| The 
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"The Seripture-hiſtories were deſigned to give. . 
an Account of the State of the Church of GOD a 
en Ages; his Diſpenſations to it, and Ap- 
pearances for it; and not the State of particular 
Families. Yet we ſhall find there, ſome very clear 
and eminent Examples of Family-worſhip. Before 
the giving of the Law, even very early, Men began 
to call upon the Name of the Lord, that is, as I ap- 
prebend that Phraſe ſignifies, to worſhip him in So- 


ciety. As the Earth was, in the firſt Ages, divided into 


Families, or {mall Tribes only, the Maſter of each 
Family was the Pries of it, and offered up Prayers 
and Sacrifices at the Head of it. „But let us conſider 
ſome more expreſs Examples of it.——Here we begin 
with the Father of the Faithful, even Abraham. We 
read of him that he built an Altar to the Lord 
at Shechem ; ; and. when he removed to Bethel, there 
he built an Altar to the Lord, and called upon the | 
Name of the Lord.“ Now this was done with his 
Family. He had no others With him in his Re- 
moves; and a folitary Sacrifice, and private Prayer 
attending it, is what we never read of. God ſpeaks 
-with great Honour of Abraham's Care of the reli- 
gious Intereſt of his Family, I know him, that he 
will command his Children and his Houſehold after 
him, and they ſhall keep the Way of the. Lord, to 


do Juſtice and judgment.“ Is not zo prays the 271 : 


of the Lord? Could he be thus careful of his Fami 
and ſupport Religion in it, without Prayer? Un. 
doubtedly he taught them by his Precepts aud Ex- 
ample.— Of Jſaac and Jacob we are likewiſe told, that 
TR baile Altars, tho” they had none but their own 
| Families 
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” = Priefts i in thoſe Days, an could . no 3 


on, - Worſhip,” the Inſtance of Melchiſedee proves the 


_ contrary ; yet here was evidently Family-worſhip, and 

fit is equally evident that Gop approved it.— Jaſiua is 
another Example; who reſolved, that, tho” all 1/rae/ 
honld forſake the Worlkip of Gop, he and his Houſe 
would /erve the Lord; 3? that is, worſhip him; for it i- 


 .. _ oppoſed to Molatry or the Worſhip of Idols. How 


. could he tell that his Family were. not Idolaters, but 
by their joining with him in Acts of Homage to the 
 Iiving Gop? And he ſpeaks reſolutely, as one that 
knew he had Authority over them to reguirg their 


= Attendance upon it: He would pray with them, and 


uſe his Influence and Authority over them, that they 


© © might ſerve none but Gov,——The Inſtance of Da- 


' wid in our Text is full to the Purpoſe. He had 


| brought the Ark to the Place, which he had fixed 


ter it; and having ſpent the whole Day in publie 
Devotions, and 4le/ed the People in the Name of the 


| Tord of Hoſts, he then returned 70 &le/+ his Houſehold, 


that is, to pray with them and for them, for the 
Words can admit of no other Senſe. This appears 

to have been his. regular Practice, from which that 
_ great Solemnity could not divert him, when the Time 


_ _ came for performing the Exerciſes of Religion in 


_ his own Houſe,-— Queen E/her is another Example 
of this: She and her Maidens * fa/ted and prayed to- 

_ gether. ” She was the Miftreſs of a Family, had Apart- 

ments and a Houſehold of her own; as we ſpeak of 
the King's Houſehold, the Queen” s Houſehold, or 


oak . ince's Houſehold, | . thay. live under- the ig 
„ | Rook 


wy © tbe in « : 


Scriptire- cviden 2 FanLrevivek; _— 
"da have likewiſe the Example of Job ; 
concerning whom we are told, © that he offered up _ 
| Sacrifices according to the Number of his Children:? 
hey were fanctiſied and attended the Sacrifice; aud 

it ĩs added, thus did Fob continually ;* in the Original, 
all the Days, or every Day. | This was his ſtated- 


Donne of Devotion, the an ſoine -Occabones. thts” 


were extraordinary Sacriſices, according to the Num- 

ber of his Children. Let us particularly attend to 

the Example of Daniel, Tho' he was u great Man. 
and Prime-miniſter to the King of Perſia, yet he 


5 prayed in his Family. The King had made an EdiQ, * 
|. that no Man ſhould: aſk a Petition of Gob or Man 


Sed the lan Die eee ee 


for thirty Days but of the King, under Penalty of 


being caſt into the Den of Liens. Tho' Dante 


knew this, he went into his Houſe and kneeled upon 
bis Knees three Times a Day, and prayed" and gave 
Thanks to his Gon, as he did aforetime. f. Now, 
bow conkdit be known to have been his Manner afore- 
time, except it had been Family- prayer? or how 
could his Enemies accuſe him, and come - in upon 
him to be Witneſfes thereof ? They knew his Courſe” 
of Workhip, and therefore laid this Snare for him; 
and yet this good Man would not neglect it, even 
for thirty Days, tho” he knew the Danger he was ing 
and the Snare that was laid for him —— We have 
likewiſe ſome Inſtances of it in the New Teſtament ; 
particularly that of Cornelius, with which we intro- 


98 oll is. Houſe,” and when it is ſaid, that he was pray- 
ing, in his Houſe,” it may ſignify with his Houſchold, 
kn often denotes. 80 Feſtiua' reſolved,” e 
. E of and 

Job i. 5. | + Dan vi. 10. | 


- . — Ae ne i 


hai calling his Kindred and Friends together to hear 
tze Word; not bis Houſehold ; rley would come of 
Courſe, when any Thing religious was going forwards. 
Further, we read of ſeveral Perſons in the New 
5 "Teſtament, who had Churches in their Houſes ; v 
ſiome i interpret, of Aſſemblies an ears Worſhip held 
8 l "but to me it woos dars mor 


is moſt Weihe, is that of our Ge N Lord himſelf, 
Tho' he had no Houſe, yet. he had a Family; for 
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Lord. 1 Weng 5 Peter came, Notice 18 en of 


hich 


„Abbes that it 
| ſends 


4 Sade to Halle at 'Rome, and. again to him, 
Y "when he removed to Philipps, in both Places he ſpeaks 


of tie Church in his Houſe: and it is not likely, that 


ig both Places he ſhould have a Houſe ſo large, that a 


public Aſſembly could be held there: the Number 


of Chriſtians in both Places being great, and they 


at Philigpi having Biſhops and I . Or ſuppo- 


"WM : ing that it was a-public Aſſembly, it will appear very 
Aaocredible, that they ſhould have no Family-worſhip 


in their Houſes,: if they bad ſometimes. public Wor- 
hat the Example which, of all others, 


his Diſciples attended him. Thus he calls himſelf 
their Maſter, and ſpeaks- of them as his Houſehold; 


and; that is all, which is eſſential to a Family. We 
find, that he not only inſtructed them, but prayed 
with them. St. Late faith, * it came to pals as he 


was alone praying, and his Diſciples were with him, 
that is, in a private Place, retired from the Multitude 
who followed him. We read of his praying in 


| a certain. ne 


| Lor d, 


| f. 2.9 
5 e ix. . 3 


— 


| Geripture-evidence for Fatt r-orarin. | 87 


| F Lord, teach 1 to pray. The 17th of John i Is Ks 
Prayer with them : and they celebrated the Paſſoyer 
and ſung a Hymn together, as a Family. It cannot 


be expected that we ſhould often read of his pray- _ 


ing with them, partly thro? the Shortneſs of the Goſ- 
pel-Hiſtory, and partly becauſe their Caſes were fo 12 
widely different. He had no Sins to confeſs, no 
Pardon to aſk: but theſe Inſtances are ſufficient tb 
| ſhow that he prayed with his Houſehold, ——Theſe 
are the Examples, which the Scripture contains, of the _ 
Practice of this Duty: and you will obſerve that moſt 
of theſe Perſons are diſtinguiſhed, as the peculiar Fa: 
vourites of Heaven, Abraham was the Friend of 
| Gov; David, the Man after his own Heart; Job; 
a perfect and upright Man, who had none like him 
upon the Earth; Daniel, a Man greatly beloved; _ 
C ornelius, the Perſon to whom, among the Gentiles, 
the Goſpel was firſt preached; and Jet was 1 4 
: Thing, that Language can expreſs, or ond don 
ceive. We obſerve, once more, b 


8. There are ſome Paſſages A to it 28 4 


IT Doty, or as a known general Practice among the Ser- 


vants of Gop: and e do in Oct ee 
ane * 


Mt: appears from the Law n he i en 
tomary, when a Man had built a new Houſe, to de? 
dicate it by ſome religious Solemnity ; and the zotle 
' P/alm, as the Title tells us, was compoſed for, and 
\uſed at, the Dedication of David s Houſe: Now 
| tan we ſuppoſe, that Houſes thus dedicated, fltould: 
have no Worſhip in them hereafter? that after they 
Ss 7 £3 5 nere 

* Luke xi, re 1 


j 


were an nd in 3 * ſhould never be 


| honoured in, them by ſocial Worſhip? To dedicate 
2 Church, and never have Service there, but turn it 
into a Market; how unaccountable !—Jt is ſaid, that 


_ * the Lord loveth the Gates of Sion more than all the 
| Dwellings of Jacob.“ This plainly intimates, that 
he — the Dwelling s .of Jacob, tho' he prefers 


the Gates of Sion. And why? but becauſe there are 
| the public ſolemn Acts of Religion; and he loveth 
the Dwellings of Jacob for a like Reaſon, becauſe 
there he is workipped. This diftinguiſhes them from. 
_ ather Families and therefore Gop- loves them. Da- 
id obſerves, that © the Voice of Rejoicing : and Sal- 
vation is in the Tabernacle of the Righteous.'F This 
dliſtinguiſhes the Houſes-of the Righteous from others. 
There. 1s holy Joy, expreſſed by finging the Praiſes. 


f God; whereas in others, there is curſing, ſwear- 


ing. or carnal joy and Mirth: the Praiſes of Gop 
are not heard in them. Obſerve thoſe Words of Jer 
mal, pour out thy Fury upon the Heathen that 


know thee not, and upon the Families that call nor 


on thy Name. t An Imprecation by an inſpired Pro- 


Phet is a Predictios; it all be poured out. The Pro- 
Phet muſt here mean Families as diſtinguiſhed from. 


Nations, or: as conſtituent: Parts of them; or if he 
mean Tribes or Claus, as diſtinguiſhed from Nations, 
| he ſpeaks of all Tribes without Exception, great and 


ge of Z. 


Knall. And the Reaſon holds equally with Regard 
w a proper Family. It is here taken for granted. 
tat every Family, which is not a heathen Family, 

Vill call upon Gon's Name. — here ſeems to be an 


cui: 


e-eviden ; for Parerewwnaren, 83 
chariah; where, after he had foretold the Repen⸗ 


deuance and Conyerſion - of the Ju in the latter Day; 
that à Spirit of Humiliation, Grace and Supplication” | 


Chghriſt, whom they had pierced, he ſaith, © the Land 
wall mourn; every Family apart; and it is added; 
_ their-Wives apart,” with their Maid-ſervants, and all, 
or ſome, of their Children, as was ufual among them 
on Days of folemn Humiliation: To this I m 
add, that Circumciſion and the Paſſover were Fa- 


mily- ordinances, undoubtedly attended with Prayer | 


and-Thankſgiving. And if Family was to join in 
religious Exereiſes on theſe Occaſions, it ſeems high - 


ly reaſonable they ſhould do i+-oftener;-on Account” 
of the Bleſſings and Mercies they received; and no 


doubt the pious did ſo Let it be farther ob⸗ 


ſerved, that when d are, in the New Teſta. 
ment, deſcribed as a royal Priefthood, to offer up 


5 ſpiritual Sacrifices,“ it ſeems to intimate, they were 


to engage in ſocial Worſhip; were all called to be 
Prieſts and offer- up ſuch Sacrifices, whenever the,; 
bad Families; for it is ſpoken of as the Character of 


all Chriſtians and not of Miniſters alone. There ap- 


pears likewiſe to me a ſtrong Intimation of this Dutyz, 
when it is ſaid. 2 Biſhop muſt be one that -wleth- 


well his own Houſe, having his Children in Subjec-- 


tion with all Gravity, for, faith the Apoſtte, if @ 
Man know not how to rule kis own Houſe, how ſhalk 


he take Care of the Church of Gon, ' or (as it is 
elfewhere expreſſed by the ſame Word) rule it well, 
as applied to the -Elders or Biſhops of the Church: 


. 3 berg ruling of a Man's own-Houſe js fuck: "I 


| E 50 | | ruling; 
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ſhould be poured out upon them on Account 2 
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. 8 3 HOT 8 that i is,” each- 

Aug and guiding them, as their Mouth in Prayer, as 

well as inſtructing their Minds, and overſeeing their 
Lives. It is a holy Inſtruction and rule: it is leading 


"them in the Worſhip of Gov, as well as maintaining 

à proper SubjeQion and good Order among them. 
Nor if a Mi niſter ſnould thus rule his own Houſe, why 
not others? If it is a Benefit to his Family, it will 
e Meet to theirs: if he is to ſet chem a good 
2 they are bound to follow it.—— The A- 
pom: commends to Wives an obedient. obliging 
Diſpoſition ;- and to Huſbands, a Care to promote 
the religious Intereſts.of their Wives, as being Heirs 
. e of the Grace of Life, that their Prayers 3% 
t hindered;** an Intimation, that chriſtian Huſbands 
and Wives, in thoſe Days, prayed together. And 
is there not equal Reaſon why a Maſter of a Family 
Mould pray with his Children and Servants? The 
| Apoſtle knew this was A forcible. Argument; that 
they found ſo much Comfort and Advantage in their 
ſocial Prayer, that they would rather do any Thing 
* have it dropt, or they be made unfit for it. 

- Theſe, my Brethren, - are the Scripture-proofi 
jy Family-worſhip'-is a Duty incumbent - upon all 
Heads of Families. There are many Precepts that 
plainly include it; and ſome that ſeem - evidently to 
- -xequire it: you- have the Examples of the moſt emi- 
nent Perſons recorded in the Old and New Teſta- 
ment, whoſe Practice it was, whoſe Example is re- 


corded fot our Admonition, and to excite our Imi- 


tation. There are ſeveral Paſſages of dg, that 
ere n me vel. Practice of 


erv: nts. of 3 111 api not, due 4 one of tht. 
Precepts, Examples and Intimations which I have 
_ pretend; muſt refer to Family-worſhip. Of ſome 
of them, a different Interpretation may be 25560 7 | 
and there are few of them but ſome [captious Perſons | 
may'cavil-at; and ſtrain to another Senſe. But take 
them all together i in their Connections, and as throw- 
ing Light upon one another; and then fay, whethat 
you do not think in your Confeiences, that they a- 
mount to a full, clear Proof, that it is the Will of 
. GOD, there ſhould be daily Worſhip in every Fa- 
mily ; ; and that the Head of a Family, who neglects Wi 
it, muſt be very criminal in his Sight. I might have 
added and ſhewn you at large, that Family- -worſhip i 
was maintained by the primitive Chriftians, in the 
firſt and pureſt Ages of Chriſtianity ; that it hath 
deen the Practice of thoſe, in every ſucceeding Age, 
| who have been moſt eminent for Wiſdom and Piety ; 
1 that I believe a ſingle Inſtance cannot be 
produced to the contrary : but theſe Particulars I 
wave, as I would not ſwell the Number of theſe Diſ. 
courſes unneceſſarily, or exceed the proper Bounds 
of this. Let me conclude it, with exhorting you 
to confider this and the former Diſcourſe in their 
aba and juſt Connection. Hear and attend to 
the Voice of Nature, Reaſon and Conſcience, as the 
Law of Gop; and conſider whether it doth not re- 
_ quire Family-worſhip. ' * Obſerve the ſuperadded Light 
of Revelation. Attend to the Voice of Patriarchs 
and Prophets, of Chrift and his Apoſtles, who join, 
as with one Conſent, to recommend and enforce this 
Duty. Conſider the Examples of it, which have 
deen produced, and the * Encomiums pronounced 
| * 2 U 4 upon 


dS 
* 
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upon many . by Sams Judge of Chas 
_ madcters; and the Lover of Righteouſneſs. See whe- 
ter they ought not to be imitated by you; and 
| whether® you have not the higheſt Reafon to fear his 
ſure, if you neglect this Duty after ſach a 
_ Variety of Proofs of its Importance and-Neceflity.—- 
Tho I cannot expect that the Words of any Man 
- However renowned for Wiſdom and Goodneſs, ſhould 
Have much Weight, if the Word of. Gop hath 
none; yet there is ſomething ſo ſolid and-uſeful, ſo 
affecting and ſo awful, in a Remark. of Archbiſhop 
Nan on this SobjeR, that I beg leave to cite Ic. 
and to conclude with it: The principal Part of Fa- 
* mily-religion (faith this great and good Man) is 
Prayer, every Morning and Evening, and reading 
'« ſome Portion of the Scripture ; and this is ſo necel-- 
+ ſary to keep alive and to maintain a Senſe of Gon 


- © and Religion in the Minds. of Men, that (where ir 
4 is neglected) I do not ſee. how l can in 
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of alk Mankind; but few underſtand what rea 
Good is, and fewer ſeek it. Nevertheleſs Reaſon and 
Scripture tell us, that the Way of Duty is the Way 
df Proſperity and Happineſs, and that in keeping 

SGon's Commandments there 1is- great Reward. One 
Branch of Duty, that tends to promote our Happi- 
neſs, both in the preſent and future World, is Fa- 
mily- worſhip. It is a neceſſary Piece of Juſtice, which 
all Families owe to the great Gon; which Heads of 
Families owe to themſelyes and. thoſe under their 
Care ;. and the Neglect of it will be ſufficient- to de · 
nominate a Man wicked. Our Text therefore is very 
proper to introduce a Diſeourſe, concerning the A 
 wantages of Family-worſhip ; as it informs us, that 
tlie Cunſe of the Lord: is in cle Houſe of the wicked, be- 
it ever ſo ſtately and wealthy; but that 4 SA er. 
. the er or the meaneſt Sa of the . 


981 +8 ANT acrs «of Pant y-woncnry. 


. dered | Sheep-coter ; and we can ſearcely conceive any 
that is meaner.—— UI already illuſ- 


2 be a Duty both from the Light of Nature and 


poſed" on this Subjett ; namely, 


 worſbip. 


And here I ſhalt "ar of 5 Seeks b "IP 


Benefit it is—to Heads of Families—to thoſe under 


their Care—and what Influence it will have upon 


_ reviving and promoung the Intereſt of Religion. 
* & will be of x e 


x * will appear + to b. very "aim —to their 
worldly—and their” ſpiritual Totereſt,—and on both 


Deer worthy of their Practice. 
2 With Regard. 70 their worldly rs. 


And that i in theſe two Reſpects. —As it will engage 
the Reſpect and Subjection of thoſe that are under 


their Care —and draw- down the Blefling of Gov upon 


their Aﬀairs—It will engage the Reſpett and Subje#ion 
of thoſe, that are under their Care. It is the beſt 
Way to keep up your Authority among them. A Man 


never looks ſo great and ſo honourable, as when at 


the Head of a praying Family; when he is their 
Leader in Devotion, reads the Word of Gov to them 
: 4 d\ bleſſes them in his Name. How is it likely that 
you! Children nd'Servaiits Th ou d fear and reverence 


| LIT - : | ES. : EN voa, 


"trated the Nature of Family-worſhip, and proved it 


-the Word of Gob, from Scripture-precepts, Examples 
and Intimations, I proceed to the Soorth e I pro- 


3 To conſider the ng Advantages of Family 8 


eee, to Heads of Fa- 
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| 25 and Piety ? And how is che likely to N 
promoted in them, but by obſerving that you lead 
their Devotions and appear therein to reverence the FEE 
great Go yourſelf and deſirous that they ſhould 

n This is the moſt likely Way to engage them 
do fear Gov. Nothing but i Fear of GOD will- 
lay an Obligation upon Conſcience. No other Prin- 

_Ciple or Motive will bind them to. their Duty, when 
they are out of your Sight; whenever a fair Oppor- 
tunity offers for neglecting your Buſineſs, or doing 
you an Injury. The Reſpect and Subjection of others 

is gained by kind and friendly Uſage. Now, pray. 

ing with, and for, your Children and Servants, as | 
| equally related to Gov and having the ſame Expec> * 
tations from him, will incline yon to treat them, 
not merely with Humanity as Fellow- creatures, but 
with Tenderneſs, Care and Generoſity as Fellow - ehriſ. 
tians. It will lead you to require of your Servanits 
as exact an Obſervance of the Duties they owe to 
oa: as. of thoſe they owe to you. It will be al- 
moſt impoſlible for a Maſter, who. prays with his Fa- 
mily, to curſe his Servants, to uſe any reviling threat- 
ening or unkind Language to them, to treat them as 
the Dregs of the Creation, or even to neglect their 

Souls: and do you know ſo little of Mankind as not 
to be ſenſible, that kind Uſage will engage their Re- 
ſpe and AﬀeCtion, if any Thing will ; and lead 
them to perform their Duty to you fh, oh 
which. your Comfort and Succeſs. in Buſineſs 2 5 

depends? Whatever good Leſſons you give them, the 8 

Circumſtance of praying with them and for them wil! 

Live theſe an additional Weight; and they will re. 
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8 K VANTAGE o Faurye-wdurms: 
3 708 and your Inſtructions. ——Forther, it will 


draw down the Blæſing of GOD upon your Affairs, to 


Religion or even, of the World, if you are not ſen- 
Able, that the Bleſſing of God is neceſſary to make 
us proſperous, and at the ſame Time, comfortable. 
Except the Lord build the Houſe, they labour in vain 
that build 1 it. It is in wain to riſe up early, and ſit 
up late and eat the Bread of Carefulneſs without his 
Favour.“ Wiſdom to contrive, Health to labour, Re- 
— putation, Eredit and Succeſs, are all from Gov. 
Now Family-worthip , is the Way to obtain that Bleſ- 
fig. It is ſo in it's natural Conſequences ; as it will 
mote the Fear of Gop and excite to Diligence, 

; ntegrity and Prudence, Men will be afraid to mock 
and affront God, by aſking his Bleſſing upon Idleneſs, 
Fraud and Raſhneſs. The many Promiſes he hath 
made of hearing Prayer, ſtrengthen our Encourage- 
ment to expect his Bleſſing. When Families daily join 
5 ty implore his ; Favour, commit themſelyes to the 
Keeper of Ifracl and go out to their daily Labours 
in Dependance on Gov and with Deſires of his Bleſ- 
ing, they are likely to ſecure it. The Secrer of 60 
Will be upon the Tabernacle where his Name is called 
upon; and he will (according to that Prophecy of 
| Jaioh) create upon every Dwelhingrplace of Mount 

Hen, as well as upon her public Aſſemblies, a Cloud 
and Smoke by Day, and the ſhining of a flaming 
Fire by Night,” as he led and protected [/-ael- in the 
Wilderneſs by the Pillar of Cloud and Fire, to which 

there is here a Reference. This Bleſſing will preſerve 
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Z PET your little go a great Way and fweeten all your | 


earthly Comforts. So the Apoſtle. obſerves, © every 


i Creature of Go p is good, if. it be received with Yo 
5 ae, for it is /andified by the Word of GO D 


and Prayer ;* which, by the Way, is another Scrip 


L A ture-argument for Family-worſhip. If our daily Bread 
is to be received with Thankſgiving, and ſanRified 


by Prayer, then ſurely all our Labours and Enjoy- 


ments ought to be ſo too; and in this Way we may 
expect a Bleſſing, not only on our Food, but our Rai- 


ment, our Houſes, Accommodations and Nelations. 


Otherwiſe our Table may be a Snare and our Proſpe- 


rity a Curſe. But daily Prayer will make our Com- 


forts taſle, as it were, of the Heaven from whence 


they come, and retain: a Savour of the God, who 


gave them, Thus hath Godlineſs the Promiſe of the | 
Tie that now irs roof is that all, but likewiſe of that 
which is to come; which leads me to add Fami- | 


Me * will be of e Advantage, TT bas 1 | 


. With Regard to your ſpiritual Mtereſf· 
This, if you are Chriſtians indeed, will have 1 more- 


Weight with you than the former.——lt will impreſs 


a Senſe of GOD and divine Things upon your Hearts. 


And do not you, who are Heads of Families, need 


this? And on ſome Accounts need jt more than your 
7, Families, becauſe you have more weighty Affairs 
upon your Minds than they have, and becauſe yon 
are to be Examples to them ? You have not only 


the Care and Thought of providing for, and ruling. 
' your Families, but, being their Superiours, are to ſet 
, oy. an are to watch over * Tem- | 


1 Tim, 3 iv, 41 
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Mrittest o Fhuirowonsats, 


Der: 14d Masbet, and be. careful that you * not 


5 corrupt, but improve them. 1 compoſed Attention 


8 t daily Prayer will raiſe in you high. Thoughts of 
Eo. "the divine Perfections and Excellencies ; lead vou to 
Fay a Senſe of Religion where-ever you, go, and, 


aue begun the Day with him, to. be in his Fear 


*Felf and for them. You will recolle&, that not only 


all the Day long. bis will influence your general 
Sead. 5 with the moſt holy and beſt of 
Beings will refine your Spirits; and having appeared 


under ſuch 4 Character in your Family, a Senſe of 


Te Decency will preſerve you from any criminal Behavi- 


our. A Concern. not. to be unfit for Prayer at it's 
flated Seaſons, will. be a Guard upon your general 


Conduct. The Remembrance of your Addreſſes to 


Go with your Family, will overcome many Temp- 


_ tations to Idleneſs, Diſhoneſty and Exceſs. You 
will be aſhamed to appear to want thoſe Virtues, 


Which your Family heard you intreating for your- 


_ Gop, but lep, are Witneſſes, what Sins you be- 


Wailed, what Favours you defired, what Duties you | 
os "expreſſed your Reſolution to perform, You will be 


"aſhamed to drink to Exceſs, or allow yourſelf 3 in any 
"Indecency of Behaviour, when your Families have 


been Witneſſes to your Prayers. Von will be aſhamed 
* profane the Lord's Day, or ſuffer it to be pro- 


faned, by buying and ſelling, by viſiting « or idle Dif- 


= courſe, when vo have introduced it with Family- 
. worſhip ; therein expreſſed your Thankfulneſs to 


*Gov for ſuch an Inſtitution, and your Defire, that 


you, and yours may keep it holy, -and be made holy 


| "and heavenly by it ——It will likewiſe increaſe your 


— 


Heng and e to Your Family and all 
| | about 
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| about Jon; poſſeſs your Minds with. a true Senſe of 


the Power you have over your Family to lead them 5 
to that which is good, and make you become er. 1 


emplary in all the Offices of a wiſe Parent and "If 
good Maſter.——And,' -once more under this Head, 


it will promote the Face and Cempeſure of your 


| ; Family-worſhip, 


4 


Minds. When you are going abroad to your Buſi- i 
nefs by Day, when Dangers and Diſeaſes are thick 
around you, it will afford you abundant Satisfaction, 
that you have ſolemnly committed yourſelves and 


your Families unto Gop. Amidſt the Terrors by 
Night, when Storms and Fires threaten to rend your 

Flouſes to Pieces, it will be comfortable to think, 
that you have committed them to Gop, If your 


Houſes are turned into Houſes of Mourning, it will 
be delightful to think, that they have been Houſes of © 


Prayer; that Affliction found you in the Way of youfỹ 


1 


Duty; and that you cannot conſider it as a Judg- 


ment, for having lived unmindful of Gop. If your | 82 


Houſes are ſtrait, inconvenient and mean, you'may, 


with greater Propriety, than the heathen Philoſopher, ; | 


write over your Door, GO Digy here — Fach "ad 


theſe Particulars might be profitably enlarged upon; 


but I muſt proceed to e ou Oo of ” 


— 
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=: With Regard to thoſe. on your Care... Ws PE 
It will promote the Comfort and Peace of chai #h- > 


mily, and eſpecially the Happineſs - of your Wives, 
your Children and Servants.——It will, in the firſt 
Place, have a' happy Influence on 2 Comfort a 
Pace of your Houſer, * Behold, how good aud r 
1 e it is FI en to ow ie an Uni. \ 
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Arvantacns f Pantty-worrmie. 


"oh. i habe: thoſe, who are of the ſame Family, 
peaceful, loving, obliging, and ſtudying the Eaſe and 
Comfort of one another. There can be no Happi- 
neſs without domeſtic Peace; nor is any Way ſo like- 
iy co promote it as Family-worthip. | 1 fear there are 
few Families, in which there are not ſometimes, little 
Differences and Altercations between thoſe, that are 
in the neareſt Relation. Prayer will be likely to ce- . 
ment theſe Differences ; ; to ſweeten their Spirits one 
towards another, and prevent the Sun going down 
non their Wrath.” Public Worſhip i is the Communi- 
on of Saints and the Bond of Love; and ſo is Fa- 
| mily-worſhip. . . Contentions would never riſe high, | 
or be of long Continuance, where Gop was daily 
addreſſed by the Family. They would be aſhamed 
to be irrecoacilable, averſe to aſk Pardon of one an- 
other and to forgive, when they were going to ſup- 
pflicate divine Mercy, and in order to ſucceed, muſt , 
lift up holy Hands without Wrath and doubting.” 


win Regard to the ſeveral Branches of your Fa- 


milies, the Advantage of ſocial Worſhip to each of 
them is very great. As to Jour: Y: oke-fellows, if you 
have a real Love to them, you will be deſirous of 
their ſpiritual Welfare, and ſeek it by Joiat-p ray-. 
"er; and will remember what the, Apoſtle 3 
to dwell wich your Wives accordis ing to Knowledge, 
endeavourin g to promote their religious Intereſt and 
* 5 to the Wife as unto the weaker Veſſel, 
being tender of their Infirmities and ſolicitous for 
their Maintenance and Comfort; and as being Heirs 
_ of the Grace of Life, that your Prayers be not 
der 5 * N e oy; e. . . not be 
e 1 bitter 
1 Peter ili. 5, ” 
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| bitter 845 them, then you are 44 


> the Comfort of the married 1 
Regards, Which Huſbands and Wives ſhew to each 
others Relations. With Reſpect to your Children, 


the Advantages of Family-worſhip are very great and 


important. From ycu, under Gop, they Uerive their 
Lg Blitig, and from you likewiſe they derive corrupt 


Natures. They are entering upon a dangerous World, 
ſurrounded with numberleſs Temptations and liable 


to periſh: and ſhould you not have Pity upon them 


and be concerned for them? Do you not love them, 


and would . you not have them ſerious, wiſe, diligent 


and happy ? And can this be expected while yoa 


neglect Family-worſhip? How is it likely they ſhould” 


learn Religion, if you never read the Scriptures and 
other good Books to them, and pray with them? Gop _ 
+ hath ſolemnly committed them to your Care, that 


they may be a godly Seed; devoted to his Service and 
trained up in his Fear. They are formed for Eter- 


4 nity, and muſt be prepared for it here. Now Fami- - 


y- prayer is an excellent, and perhaps the beſt, Way 
of teaching Children Religion. Thus they will learn 
it gradually, as they do Language. Obſerving o- 
lemn Addreſſes daily made to a great and inviſible 
Being, will impreſs their Hearts, even before they 


are capable of underſtanding much of his Nature. | 


It may poſſeſs them with a Belief of, and Regard to, 


the Providence of a ſettle ſome” good Defires 


| ig at. 

the Throne of Grace. Your frequently praying for 

your reſpective Relations, will tend to keep up that 
Affection for them, which Abſence, Diſtance aud 
new Connections are apt to leſſen ! Every one knows, 42 
and I wiſh it were more coufidered, how much 
aife depends, on the 
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e a ANTAGE. of — nome, 


Tos Purpoſes | in their Hearts. It may. teach om. * 
valae Acceſs to, God, as their gre. 


ateſt Honour, and 5 RT 
_ diſpoſe them to lift up their Voices and Hearts to 
"that glorious Being, whom they obſerve you reverent- 
ty addreſiing. . Their Regard to him will preſerve 
"them. from Sin; and abate thoſe fearful Apprehen- - 
dos of inviſible evil Beings, which, thro? the Folly . 
of. Nurſes and Servants, they are apt to have, and 
_ which manly Reaſon and Piety cannot always con- 
"quer.. Hearing you. adore the great Gon tends to 
2 them to reverence and fexrh jim, n 
„Hearing you confeſling, 8 in, before Gop, and 
| inven Mercy, may give them an early Senſe of 
_ the Evil of Sin and a Dread of it. Obſerving how 
you expreſs your Thankfulneſs for divine Mercies, 
is adapted to promote Gratitude in their Hearts; 
und, while it makes them ſenſible of and grateful fr 
_ your Kindneſs, may lead them to own a higher Hand, 
and confider you, only as the Inſtrument of divine 
Goodneſs. When they hear themſelves in a ſolemn 
Manner recommended to Gov, it will be likely to 
© Increaſe their Affection for you, and to impreſs their 
Hearts with the Love of Gop: and as they grow 
in Years and become more capable of thinking and 


 jadging for themſelves, this Diſpoſition will ſtrengthen 


in their Hearts. It may engage them to pray for 


1 e and to worſhip. Gov daily in ſecret; not 


merely becauſe you require it, but becauſe they, eſ- 
tem it reaſonable and find it to be comfortable. 


. | Add. to this, that hearing your daily Prayers will 


teach them what to aſk for _ themſelves, and furniſh 
them with proper Petitions. In ſhort, Families were 


. ned to be . of Nerz * Prayer is one 
3 May, 


1 » oF. <td 75 
1 "ay TY 


. as Wiſdom of Gov "in 2 8 of Chil. | 
_ _ dren's. Underſtandings, and keeping them ſo Jong 
4 dependant on their Parents and under their Eye and WM 
Care. Let me add, what I hinted at under the former 
1 Head, that Family-worſhip will be of great Advan- 
tage to your Children, as it will influence not only | 

your general Conduct, and ſo make you a good Ex- 

ample to them; but as it will influence your Conduct 

10 them, 1 you careful of their Education, and 
deſirous that they ſhould have every Advantage, that 
3 can contribute to their Piety and Uſefulneſs; pre- 

ſerve you from being greedy to raiſe Fortunes for 

them, and bringing them up in Pride, Luxuryand - 
Fiondneſs for the World. This will be the beſt Way 

to guard them againſt Infidelity x and Irreligion, en 

bad Company and bad Hours. Your Prayers will 

add Weight to your Iuſtructions and will do them 

8 when you are dead, and be a x better Inheritance, 

than any Fortune you can leave them. Tur Ser-. 

wants" alſo will be likely to derive great Advantages 

from Family-worſhip. Von ought to look upon your= . 

" ſelves as Fathers to all committed to your Care. Ser- 

vants are generally young; and fo much is the Edu- 

cation of Children (among the poorer Sort eſpecially) 

neglected, that very few Apprentices and Servants 
0 enſoy much Advantage by Inſtructions, Prayers or 

Example, till they go abroad. No- Family-worſhip 

will be a Means of teaching them Religion, and to 

pray. And what was faid above with Regard to your 

"Children, is almoſt equally' applicable to their Caſe, 

The beſt Security, the only Security, for their Faith- - 

 fulneſs _ * in 1 is the Fear 

„„ | of - 


=. © act 4 5 fer 
| Sioglenels of Heart 2s ante the Zend Can Jade 
LE: eue a Fey, where there. is; 0 Fear 
3 vf God And can that be expected there is 
© © Prayer? Obſerve thoſe Words, * "Thou. .cafeſt- off 
_ _ - | Fear and refraineft. Prager before. GOD I Prayer 

be reſtrained, Fear will be caſt off. Vour Prayers 


3 Eye-ſerwics, as 2 Mz 


Will improve their Spirits, and draw down 2 Blefling ; 
upon them. They will be aſhamed to embezzle the 
Property, or neglect the Bufineſs of .a Maſter, Who 
daily prays with them and for them, a and chus appears 5 
ub. concerned for their everlaſting e By | 
this Means you; may recover them from Temptations 
and finful Habits, into which they have fallen. 

5 have been Inſtances: of Srogp who have been 
| awakened. and converted merely. by F amily-prayer. 
This will de an Advantage to your Children; as in 
many Families, Children are corrupted by Wicked 
"Servants, who, it is well known, have often a great 
Influence over them. Beides, Family · prayer will be. 

an Advantage to them, as it will lead you to do no- 

thing to corrupt their Minds; to impoſe no Buſineſs 


upon them, which will hinder their public and pri- 


vate Devotions ; 3 but be glad they ſhould. have all 
Opportunities and Encouragements to- know. and do 5 
their Duty to Gop, who is Jour. Matter as well as 
theirs, and with whom there i is no Reſpect of Perſons. _ 
Whether theſe Labours of yours, with Regard to your 
Servants, ſucceed or no, you will have the SatisfacF- 
tion, . 88 * EIN Dove, and their r Blood will 
: : "not 15 
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eee eee romoting : the 4 
Welfare of your Servants, yo mailt b. gien epd | 
for your Pains with them; but if yon can thus ſave 
"your aye der you will have a oy been 5 


07. With Regaiif to reviving. ani 1 prod r the i 
went ese . 


0 - Account of the e it may: bites 4 11 
mote a general Reformation and EY 
gion among thoſe that are yet unborn. If you have 


not this at Heart, you are not Chriſtians; and if you 


_ have, this will have great Weight with you. Fami- 

lies are the r Societies in Order of Nature, and the 

5 ; (IRE! all other Societies. Towns, Cities, Na- 
tions and Churches are all eompoſed of Families. 
Nov. let me intreat you to conſider, what Influence 

one praying, godly Family may have upon a" whole | 
e of or ATI the End of the World, 
That a general Reformation is wanted among us, isa 
Truth too plain to be denied, and too melancholy not | 


/ to be lamented. -- And: how is: this to be brought. 
. about, but by Family- religion? Other Remedies may 


I - check: the Growth of the Diſeaſe, but this alone can 
e it. Family-worſhip will tend to keep Religio 


5 in Countenance. Thoſe Families will be ee 

Hs by their profane, ungodly Neighbours, in which it 
is known that Gop is honoured. It may lead others 
8 to approve their Piety, and from approving, to imi- _ 
; | tate it; and help their groveling low-thoughted Souls, 


10 nn their * with pe and et?” their 
3 F 8 Duty 


| - des Rr 
| x; Spirits ſeaſoned with Religion in your Houſes, may 
tträuflate it into their o] Nn. It is well known, that 
- _ "the Cuſtom of Families, even in ſmaller Matters, is 
apt to continue. Men are fond of, and plead for, 
the Way of their Anceſtors. Even the Idolaters men- 
.tioned by Jeremia, would burn Incenſe and offer 


Dink offerings to the Moon, the Queen of Heaven, be. 


- cauſe their Fathers had done it es and it may be hoped 
that the Children of praying Families will adopt ſo 
- pious a Cuſtom into their on, and not ſuffer the an- 
 »ejent Glory of the Family to be loſt, Thus, one re- 
_  2ligious Family may be the Seed of many more, and 
they may he multiplied in every ſucceeding Age till 
the End of Time. Thus, tie Generations: to come may 
earn the Worſhip of God, even the Children who 


. thalt- be born, who may ariſe and commit it, as a 


. ſacred Fruſt and Depoſitum, to their Children and 
teach them to ſet their Hope in Gon.“ Vouth, ſprung 
om Fathers, or intruſted with Maſters, in whoſe Fa- 


milies there is no Prayer, are not likely to be good. 


The Neglect of this Duty, and of the religious Ob- 
ſervation of the Sabbath in Families, is the chief 
OQuauſe of the Corruption and Degeneracy of the Age; 

and :eſpecially thoſe many, and I fear too juſt, Com- 


- plaiats that are made of the Ignorance, Inſfolence and 
All Behaviour of Servants. | Here therefore, the Evil 
r begin to be remedied: and as we ſee how dif- 
fncult it is to engage Perſons to introduce Religion 
Zig into their Families, after it hath been long neglected, 
WONG Seen nag ION” i eh wer Ser- 
YR 25 + road 
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A vanrnent „Van 1 
| to it in d che Families to wich 


: 5 — chat they may naturally ſet up their 


Aar to God, as ſoon as they have Houſes of their 
- own. In ſhort, Family-worſhip is like the Prophet's 
| © caſting Salt into the Fountain; it may malce all- the 


Streams that flow from it, ſalutary and uſeful, how. i 


wide ſoever they extend: and thus by Degrees max 
the Voice of united Prayer prevail above the Crx 
of our Sins and be the Glory and Defence of our 


Land. But while this Duty is neglected, and riſing 


ted but that the Corruption will 


Families, baving not ſeen it practiſed, never think). 


of introducing it into their on, what can be expec- 
creaſe in very ne 


| Generation, till che Meaſure of our Iniuiis FP FO 


and Wrath cometh upon us to the uttern 

fore, you love und Poſterity, if yon lere your Coun- 

ty, let your Love ſhow. itſelf by the daily Worſhip. 

of Gon in your Families. 

1 mily- worſnip may tend to revive Religion, as ĩt may 
influence thoſe that are occafionally in our Families 31. 


. Neighbours, and any other that may occaſionally joit | 
in our Family-devotions or know that we are regulay; 7 
and conſtant in them. This will not only keep up 


the general Reputation of Religion, but may awaken 


ted it.— 
as the ſeveral Branches of our Families will be en- 


5 provement by the public Exerciſes of Religion 
will be habituated to a reverent Behaviour - in . the 
Houſe of Gon, and a ſerious Attention to what, they. 


hear theres and therefore be more likely do derte. 


5 


of ? If there 


- obſerve. further, Fa- 


not only our Domeſtics, but our Relations, Fam 5 


them to a Senſe of their Duty, if they have neglec- 
It will likewiſe tend to revive Religion, 


abled, by our domeſtic Worſhip, to get more Im- 


„ 
» : Fe 


We!» F 3 | „ 8 


a eee, bu C - 


laren behave beſt . Charch, 


- If Heads of Families re part and ſent prepared 
Materials to the Church, the Work of Paſtors: would - 
e unſpeakably- more eaſy and delightful. A jj 
Churches are made up of ignorant, ungodly Perſons, 
do favour. nothing but the Things of the Fleſh, . 
who are not taught to pray themſelves and hear no 


Prayers at Home, the Miniſter's Work will be ex- 


tremely 'difgcatt; He muſt always be teaching this 
| Auditorythe & Principles of Religion, which ſhould 
— have been done at Home ; and have the -painful, tho! 
„do ſuit divine — to their un- 5 


the Negles of: . yer, they are cen ap. Bim | 
_ the Church et a Scandal to . CPI 


Pe be. asse a5 another: Fe. of Pa- 


e- chat it 1800 _ . the oe 80 
He „ CO AO ang us, we dt "rt no 
other but mee and it is this, which hath 
ſopported the reformed Religion in France, that 
otherwiſe would have been quite loſt. The poor ä 
perſecuted Proteflants are extremely diligent in that 
Duty; and this preſerves: a Remnänt, à Seed athong 
them, Which I doubt not will appear' abundantly,” 
the Time ee Zion cel the fer Time: is. 


3 as 9 ; * f . „ * 1 
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*  Apyaracnelef Famrty-woroury, | 10 Trp 
£ 2 ome. Nothing 2 be { likely to prevent or. 


x 


1 ee e Reign ac ſpread thro” the ie: 7 
dom. A litthe one my: become a Thouſand, and 7 | 
a" ſmall one” à firong Nation. Theſe then are the _ 
many and igreat Adyantages. of Family-worſhipr; and · 

thus doch Gov ble fs the Habitation of the Jul. Ane 
now, Sirs, if yon have any 'Regard' for your own . 


- 


4 


« © 


| Intereſt for Time and Realty; for the Welfare ß 
your Families, and the Support of Religion, let Gos 
de daily honoured in our Houſos, and be aſſured you 
will not ſeek him in vain : for thus bath our Lord | 
ſaid; © aoherertauos on three are gathered together in my è 
| Nantes there am 1 in the midſt of fam, If he will oo 
be with any two or three, moſt of all with thoſe ß 
_ the fame. Family, who daily join in ſocial Devotion. . in R 
Wards, ye Neglesters of chis Duty, 5 
do ereite p00 70 itz ber them, n ee * - 
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fore, they ſay unto 
e not the Keowledge 0; 
 Mmighty that . Hint? 3 what” Profit 
uus pray whto him? Theſe Words 


e Excuſes that are made for the Neglect of it. 
It is no wonder that profane and profligate Sinners 
I . e Object l | tant and uſeful a Duty : 

Mien, who forget Gov, and themſelves, and another 
lie; who have no'Conceri about their own Souls, 


nd int Chriſtians, 1 own a 3 A e 5 
and a future State, and call themſelves Diſciples of 
Chriſt. Were they thoroughly diſpoſed to do their 
Duty, to conſider the Obligations to Family-worſhi ip 7 

and the many Advantages of it, they would be 
far from making ObjeQions againſt it, that they 
would rather defire their Obligations may. be in, 
creaſed and ſtrengthened, - But ſince there is ſuch 
nn unhappy Diſpoſition in Mankind to cavil and £ 
7 _—_— I now EET an o the Method. . 


v. 70 con inder the Ota which hee * 
= raided againſt the Practice of this Duty, or che Ex- 

cuſes which have been made for the Neglect of it: 
for they are rather Excuſes | than reaſonable 9; 7 


3 tions. No : * 5 


Thoſe, A 8 to be mere 8 1 hath 5 
dat juſt mention; and inſiſt more largely upon thoſe, 
which may have ſome Weight in them, or concern- 


= ing which, honeſt Minds may want. further Light. 


But let it be remembered, that the Matter is . -- 
examined, as in the Preſence of GOD, the final 
15 Judge; 15 and if you. cannot bear to conſider and deer 
date it, as in his Preſence, it is a Sign of a bad 
Cauſe indeed, and that you are ſecretly convinced 
it is ſo. The principal Reaſons that I have heard, 
or met with, againſt the ſtated regular Practice of 
this Duty are — that there is no Difference between . 
thoſe Families that do, and do not practiſe it—that 
it is generally neglected—that other Methods are 
1 taken to promote the Religion of their Families —that 0 
5 hey want Time —or Ability for it—that their . 
fo ; F 1285 . e "mole; 


451 
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3 long negleded, that they Kiel not RoW to intrödhee 
ww. It. now examine what Welgbt cath of thels 


55 acute haye.——t hath been altec el, N 


Re 1. That ehiers 40 b Difiircdea | choſe Fa- 

milies that do, and'thoſe who do not, worſnip Gov. 
I mention this firſt; Becauſe" our Ter refers to it; ; 
u tl Language it ſults chöſe, whs ftare- fuch an 
| Objetion. © You' ſe ir Is hot à modern Objection. 
-- _- The profane Sinners in Job's Time thought Dan 
N -unneceſlary,, [becauſe they proſpered, without it. And 
ſiome, in the Prophet Malachi's Time, ſaid, * it is 
vg; to ſerve. Gap, and. what Profit 1s it that we | 
5 have kep t his Word, and that we have walked 1 mourn- : 

fully 1 the Lord of Hoſts ?** If the ObjeQors 
refer to worldly Proſperity, it may have ſome Weight. 
Bat then it is an'Objedon that a Chriſtian cannot 
5 conftſtently make; unleſs he can. prove that ſuch Pr 5 

pPerity is che neceſſary C onſequence of Religion, or 

__ abſolutely Promiſed to thôſe who practiſe it. The 
OED Queſtion i is, What is zru+ Profperit 3/ and if chat con- 
fils in the Favour of Gov, an Intereſt in Chriſt, 
Peace ind Comfort of Mind, and good Hope of fu- 
„ i Bleſſedneſs, thro” the Witch of the Spirit, then 
1 : 5 5 may confidently afſert, that this is only to be found 
3 in THE og, of Duty, and keeping God's Command- 
ments. It is true indeed, that many Families proſ- 
=: Per in the World, Who never call upon Goo : but 
. they have their good Things in this Life only; 
Aud the Preßperiiy of Fools de eftroys them. It muſt be. 
| Moved, _ 8915 358 er e their own oh 


2 24 
*' | 
« 


185 . M . , 


W n . Condack, Bot if you vill bk | 


abroad in the World, you will find, it is not — 


| chat reduceth Men to Beggary or Straits. If the Ob- 
jectors mean piritun Proſperity, and that Family- 
wWorſnip deth not make Men ſo wiſe and good as I 


0 ä have repreſented, we only. conſider it's natural, pro- 


bable Conſequences. There may be bad Men in 
good Families, as there was a Judas in Chris. But 
no one will ſay, that his Inſtructions and Prayer were _ 


| not-adapted to make his Houſehold. good, | Many of 


thoſe; whoſe Miſcarriages and Infirmities. give Oc- 
coaſion to ſuch an ObjeRtion, would very likely have 
been work, had it not been for Family-worſhip. 
The fame Obje&ion would lie againſt public or ſecret 
Prayer: every one is not made good by it. The 
beſt Auſwer to this Objection would be Fact. Let 
1 ere the World, and ſee, whether there 1 
be not an evident Difference, in general, between 


_ - thoſe Families that worſhip Go and .thoſe that do 
to, not. Which of them/abounds moſt with Impiety and 


 Injuſtice; | with Oaths, Curſes, Drunkenneſs, Quarrel- 
üng and a workdly. Spirit? Were a fair Trial made, 
 L-durſt put che whole upon this Iſſue. But if Reli- - 
gion be Friend to worldly Proſperity, and the only 
Way to the Profperity- of the Soul, then Family- 
| prayer, a a Part, and an excellent Means, of Reli- 
gion, muſt be ſerviceable to Proſperity, - tho“ there 
may be ſome Inſlances in which its enen do 8 
vot Rea -It may be pleaded, 2; ey | 


7: That it is generally "negleted; and dak too, 


l " good Men; and OO. is not t fo impor⸗ 
as bach been r , 


y vu. ; 3 4 ; 
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This OO: ſab homes the Fear of 8 
the Lord's Supper, 'and, in-many Places, public Wor-- 
NC neglected? And if this Duty be ſo too, 
Which, by the Way, is not ſo eaſy to be known, it 
is ſo much the worſe, and the Reproach of the Age. 
Bat the Queſtion is, whether it be .a Duty or no? 
II it be, it is little to us who practiſeth it, or who neg- 
letts it. Our Rule is, not to: follow A Multituds to 
de ev; not to be conformed to th World. And e 
are affured this will be no Excuſe at the great Day. 
©. 'Tho* Hand join in Hand, the Wicked mall not 8 | 
_ vhpuniſhed: and broad is the May that leadeth to 
Deſtruction, and many there be that walk in it.“ Be- 
ſides, this is rather an Argument for it. It ſhould 
 awaken-our Zeal to practiſe our 1 few 
do it, and our Obedience will be peculiarly accept · 
able. And whereas it may be ſaid,” that fſome wife 
and good Men neglect it, I would not poſitively 
ſay, that every one who doth negleQ it, is a wicked 
Man, and in the Way to Deſtruction; but where there 
is fo much Evidence that this is a Duty, I muſt be 
allowed ſtrongl/ to ſuſpect his Integrity and Piety. 
Bet, on ſack a Point, I would rather uſe Mr. Bar- 
2, Words than my ow]; having thus ſtatedd the 
Objection, many good People are againſt it, he 
I know no ſuch Perſons: .I confeſs, IL 


SE 


anſwers 


1 15 once thought ſome to be good Chriſtians, that were 


«againſt. Family-prayer; but now they gs: 55 = 


_ © wiſe, not only by. this, but by other Things. :'I 


* know. none that have caſt-off. theſe. Duties, hut 


1 5 - | have taken up vile Sins in their Stead, and have. 
$ 17 Dy * call of other Düfte beſides this. Let others ob- 


270 ſerve 7 
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* But here the eſtion returns again... whether, this 
8 à Duty or no If it be, this is a vain Plea, and 
highly affronting to Gon: for he that keeps the 
Whole Law and offends in ate Point is guilty. of all. 
| You, plead perhaps, that yon read: to your Fami- 
6% admoniſh. chem, and teach them to prays? - nk 
would not be ſo rude as to queſtion the Truth of 
ao by would rather commend your. Care- herein, 
bring them to public Ordinances;; they have 
bees and ate exterhiſcd and im ruc d.by your M, 5] 
55 . to you for giving them an 
itz - Wha profit by our Labours. But this is: 5 


1 Fe particular Relation to them, and 

Auth ity over them, require, that vou not only 

| teach; them but pray with them. Nou would: not. 

5 22 a Plea from a Servant; that he had been 

promoting your atereſt tho! he had neglected What 

" particularly gave him in Charge to do; and} 
„ picked and choſe out of your Orders, without obſer- 

ving them all. But there are few will make this Obs, - 

jeQion, and fewer can Ou their hy * 3 

yy It is .mpre.c 06-21-44. ay; 


4 Thke v0 want, Time e ber he beiten, of 
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4s 0 ele thoſe Times. Is there not as much Time 


| oy rakes op fo. mich Time ?-Is there any Buflteſs 


. Addret 


; Be bios olfe of ke : 
afineſs excludes | 


Wh pep Jen ind vi : - ile Difficu 
in contriving your Buſineſs: ſo, in the er 2 


Day 15 Noone hive you 3 


5 Te * e, as wou 
| i Fryer ears 15 ie not bende to redeem at 
lea @ quarter of an Hour in a Morning aud another 
ün che Evening from unneceſſary Sleep, to employ in 
this Work ?——Beſides, what is this Baſineſs that you 


more important than ſerving (Gov, and faving | your 
Souls and the : Souls of your Families? You have a 


8 gteat deal to do in che World; but have you not 


mer to do with Gos than all the World befdes ? 
_Arc not your Families related to Gob as hig Cren- 
tures and Servants ? Art they not Conſtitutions and 
Societies formed for another World as well as is? 
not Religion the! one Ting  #redfuh und doth net 
all your Proſperity and Happineſs depend upon the 
diane Favour? Whoſe is your Time, and whoſe-Buſi- - 
ned have you te de in che World 7 'Gop's' or your 


7 | own ? Is it no Part! ap 0 uſir 


Soy his 8 and dice 


5 1. any world 


[ee Heaven. de get th wage de 1 


Se hk 


y Care and dn s ſo f 
8 Interodueſe and tho — ul 


: E322 5 


"A 4is not t the true Reaſon, tw ——— 
mip is neglected, not hecauſe Men are very buly, bus 
becaàuſe they are exrremely idle; too idle to take atly 


Pains to unſcrew their Affectivns from ſenſible 
Things; to reduce their wandering Thvughts, and 
bring their Hearts to a Compliance with their Duty 2® 
18 it not better, in the judgment of ſober Reaſon, 
that the Purſuit of temporal Intereſt ſhould be à little 
checked and for a While ſuſpended, than that Aﬀairs 
of everlaſting Conſequence ſhoald be laid aſide'? 
That you ſhould impair your Subſtance, rather than 
_ endanger your Souls ? and diſpleaſe Man, rather than 
öffend [Almighty God? Remember our Lord's Parable 
of the King's Feaſt: where the Gueſts 1exca/ed' ihn. 
aver; one pleading that he had purchaſed Land; ans 
bother that he had bought Oxen, and another that he 
- had married a Wife: but the Excuſes did not fatisfy« 
. It i is the Character of a good Man, that he guideth his 
Affairs with Diſcretion. And with a little: Care and 
Fore-thought, Religion and Buſineſs may well con- 
fit together, ſo that they ſhall neither hinder nor 
thruſt-out one: another- Doth not the immortal Spirit 


jiuoſtiy challenge @ large Share of our Time? Mun 


Eternity, which comprehen ds all Time, have ns 


Time belonging to it, or allotted. for its vaſt Con-. 


cerns ? It ſhows a moſt criminal Neglect of the Soul, 
and a prodigious Love of the World, to think that 
praying Time is loſt, or that it may be ſpent better, 
—heſides, the more Buſineſs you and your Fainities * 
have to do in the World, the mire need you l of 
5 my as it wr 4 ee to ii hs: Aﬀiſtatce and 
e e 
5 1 15 . 


# | Ling of Gov; and. as it nos 


EIS 
MR; 
- GY 


Life; and: — with is Love: of Money 


| which isthe Rove of all Evil, and finks fo many into 
' __ Defte et me further entreat you to recol- 
fe the: Examples of  Family-worſhip recorded in 


5 Seripture, Which I have laid before you. There was 
Jauss the Ruler, and David the King of Jrael; 


ſuck very large Fan 


N mily-worſhip. And do you not know Inſtanc 
Derne in the preſent Age, who have much Buſineſs 


and. 2 — d yet can find Time for 8 
"If you: can truly 3 in che Sight 3 thee 


their eee 


pon cannot ſpare Time from greater Things; that 

you have more important 
than converſing with Gov; or that the Work itſelf 
doth not demand % much Care and Self-denial, you 
may neglect it. I not, ſee how you will anſwer it 


0 G0. He will ſoon remove yoù to an afl wo : 


o 


. That they want ability bor it. 5 1 mY 
"In 3 als oft the. only Inftance i in which Men ſeem 


00 have. a low Opinion of their own Abilities. For 


x to ſay, be cannot pray? is moſt aſtoniſh- 


N 3 * A, Chriſtian. that cannot pray, ſaith; Biſhop 
"Hy Wilkins, is like an Orator. that cannot ſpeak, or a 
| * Traveller that cannot . BE the Heart be rights 5 


Daniel Prime -miniſter, Abraham and Fob, who had 
15 ſuch a Multitude of Cattle 
and Servants :\ yet they could all find Time for Fa- | 
1 


and neceſſary Employment, 15 
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- Wenn an en Mae on Mind un- 
tec with, and unconcerne 


their: Hearts deeply impreſſed” with divine Thinge, 


+ require m rock: Ability. 


that Knows little of its on Sins und Wants 


Mercies. Wete Men to ſtudy the Seience of Religi-" 

on and Prayer, as they ought, and as they 
Sciences; would they make the Scriptures, eſpecially * 
the P/alm ; 


5 and other 'devorional Parts, familiar to” 
their Minds, they would not find ſuch Difficulty it in it. 
ea; had they never ſtudied it as a Science; were 


they would no more want Words, than a Beggar 


eee e ant e en e eee ee 
not ſufficiently conſider the Nature and Deſign 'of 
n 


and forget that the moſt plain and familiar 


Eꝛxpfeſions, provided they are grave and ſerious, are 


beſt faited* thereto, moſt intelligible to thoſe that 
join in it, and moſt impreflive;* Conſider, you are 


ds lead the Devotions of your Children and Servants. 


And it may reaſonably: be ſuppoſed: | 
derſtanding is ſuperiour to theirs, and that they, of 
all others, are not likely to criticiſe upon your Pray- 
ers; and, if they have any Piety or Deceney, will not 
| dare 2 it. In this and all other Caſes, it is” 
my not rng equal others in the Gift of Prayer, 


write ſo fe a Has 


„that your Un- 


g to what” a Man hath. | The 


that is no Reaſon for the Neglect; any more than 


it would be a Reaſon why you ſhould neglect to keep 


your Books, and write "Letters, becauſe you carinot” 


* they cannot do ſo 
| well 


_ * # * — — 


5 : ; 


"ny 
"This" 9 


Things: 5 


as others do. I am ſometimes 
ready to ſuſpect, that chis Kind of Humility! is no 


et than rank” 


* 


at 


well-as other: Bat if an inſuperab Modefly and 
| dect of Spirit will f not _ Ot na 


145 or: vary From 0 chem, — 
Z 2 being 
. bqgand to the Uſe of them there, e us 1 
A, indeed eee ee Mr. Joke eee 91 

e fir very, Foot, 25 rer of * 
| 3h etage 8 
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"Ins hgh entrees ee .a-Senter 8 
there, ſuited; to particular Occaſions, aryl Circum- 
ſtances of their Families. You have the Promiſe of 
the Spirit to hely peur Iafrmiitien, and teach you 
What to pray for, if you earneſtly ſeek it, The chief 
| Thing: is, te have the Hears impreſfed wirh a; Senſe. 
5 of. God, and to ſerte him in Spirit and iu Truth. 
3 nn Plea of want of n e 0 
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ee 5g 
ea er Famityc" FTE kite chit es end f wow; 
5 kim, except he is too old to learn, or hach no one 
in his Pamily that can read, and Whom he may em- 
ploy on this Occ 
and Duty, Sirs; and every Man muſt ren ene res 4 
. eee r e eee ot 


05 e 
eſtics will PEPE to it. FR 


v0 ſhould be Pr of this, by making tlie Eapert⸗ 
ment. To conclude ſo without Trial, is uſing them 
unkindly land unjuſtly. Perhaps they are even now ſe- 


| _ © cretly winning, you would introduce Family-worlhip; : 


aud praying Gov: to put it into your Hearts to do 
ſo. I know affuredly that this has been the Caſe in 
ſome Families; chat ſome Apprentices and Servants 
bave greatly lamented the Want of it. Methinles 
you mould bluſh and dee ff to liear of thiszo | 
Job eee avs Daſe. This ſhows that; 
5 bjection, „Len nen ende. 
ig may be idle, trifling tb tre: Tetenee- If ybu 
_ - ſafpe& that your Domeſtics: will hot 0 to A 
your Buſineſs is to talk the Matter over, and rea- 
ſion the Caſe; very ſeriouſly with them. I it is your, | 
Duty to pray in your Family, if is their Duty to- 
concur; and if they will not, they are not only Re- 
bels againſt yen but againſt GOD.——Beſides, you 
| have uthority, as Heads of Families, to ſupport 
Religion in them. If it be the Wife that, oppoleth;' 
(not to ſay how much Reafor you! have: for Humilia- 
ON NL ſo bad # Choice) your Daty' is 
$0 on with divine Worſhip ;«and-ifi ſſie be a! Hin- 
A to the Regularity of it; the Guilt will lie at 
lr ob. Ir your Childrew wn it; yon _— 


PEPE F 


18 is = Matter of Conſeients 


ene nnen ee their Souls; 
dr have wretchedly loſt your Authority over them. 


7 : But that Authority you are ſtill to recover; and re- 


during their Attendance inay cure this Impiety and 
5 Obſtinacy, which. may have been, in a great Mea- 
| fare, owing to the Neglect of this Duty in Time paſt. 
-And it will be highly reaſonable and fitting, that, 
; is che Diſtribution of your. Favours and Subſtance, 
you ſhould make a Diſtinction between thoſe that re- 
verence Gop and their Parents, and thoſe that do 

. eee Servants, there your Way is clear, 
If they make a Pretence, that they cannot in Con- 


pl ſcience attend, you ought in Conſcience to get rid 


of them. Ir Enmity to God and Religion cannot be 
got out or heir Hearts,” they muſt be got out of the 
| Family; and Palm eiſt will both direct, and vindi- 


1 


cate you, in ſo doing. It is better they ſhould ſubmit 


55 : upon intereſted Views than not arne at all. Their 


: atleaſt br your -Prayend vaiti and in- 
_ _ effeQtual- upon the whole; ſince Chriſt prayed even 
with Jada. Gob hath given you Authority over 

your Families for their Good, and in this Inſtance 
you ought firenuouſly to uſe it. Once n 
pl it is a very common Excuſe, 


| 2 Fink it hath t been Fr) n 


Thief, — or « Whoremonger; 
ere ſo long accuſtomed 

that he could not leave them. You imagine that to 

ily-wor W Gui: 

in 


13 1 anfwertd. 117 
in Effect a your Family, that you . . in 
"a Wrong hitherto, and making yourſelf mean and 
little in their Eye. I believe this Objection hath | 
great Weight with many : it hath. been urged againſt 
making very deſirable and uſeful amen in the 
Church. But conſider, Sirs, is it any Reproach w 
a Man to acknowledge his Errors and to amend 


them ? It is a common ſaying, The Wiſe change 
their Minds often; Fools never.“ Will any but 


Fools and | brutiſh Perſons: think webls: of a Man 


for ſo doing? And is their, Judgment to be regar- 


. where Gop and Conſcience and Eternity are | 


concerned 7 If you are backward. to the Work on 
this Account, your Miniſters will be ready to aſüſt 
you in making a Beginning, and would do it in the 
tendereſt Manner they could; and ſo, as, if poſlible, 
not to leſſen, but increaſe, your Eſteem and Reſpect 
in your Families. But if you ſtill ſay, you. are a- 
ſhamed: I anſwer, it is a mean and cowardly Shame. 
A young Man at Rome, coming out of a Houſe of 
ill Repute, ſew Cato coming along the Street, and 
immediately drew back. Cato went up to him and 
aid, * Come out, come out; it is no Shame to come 
out; it was a Shame to go in.“ It i is a Shame to have 
en! your Duty ſo long; not, to enter upon it. It 
will be your Glory to own your former Neglect: and 
you will appear honourable in the Sight of Gon, and 


Angels, and all wiſe and good Men. While you neg- 


lect it, you are living in Sin; for: Omi/fons are Sins: 
and the Servant that 4zowerh his Lord's Well and 
doeth it not, ſhall be (beaten with many Stripes, If 


- you. (till plead this Shame; pray conſider how Shame 


will be * at the n . Then ſome ſhall 
| 1 + 6 1 


1 8 and che Spirits of juſt Men made per- 


D: Mey Faw the 7 and WY n 
ende of the bleſſed God under: the Notion af one 
_ -© that would not call upon him: to be ſeparated from 


d de an adden withDerils and wicked 
why is be driven into 
en 50 and caſt into choſe Regions, where there 
| -pnaſh Se gala wo tr 
5 —— Gerd phe" no Religion des he! , never 
ceared to keep up Gop's Intereſt in his earthly Sta- 
ee Think, whether this will not be a greater 
Same, than to begin a holy OTOL, Sat 
e- been neglected hitherto. <4 
Thus have I confidered and 1 1 
e erer Excuſes, which are made for the Neglect 
ef *Family-worſhip. 1 have dwelt longer upon the 
; --Bubject, than a ſerious, holy Chriſtian may think ne- 
»ceflary:; who hath no Objection againſt this L Duty, nor 
needs ſo many Arguments to perſuade him to it. But 
I inſiſt upon theſe Things, in order to convince Gain- 
_ "fayers;: and, as far as I can, leave thoſe OS 
that will porſiſt in this Neglect. And, upon the 
whole, L entreat, that theſe Partic alars may be care- 
fully weighed. | You know beſt, what are your Pleas 
againſt this Duty; Fhother" all, or N that I have 
mentioned. judge yourſelves: therefore, as in the 
Preſence of the Heart-earching Gov; But remember, 
i cannot be mocked; and therefore, be 'not deceived. 


I your ou Conſciences tell you, I have ſufficiently 


25 DEE pra n _ ereus, that Wop will . 
. - 2 * 1 8 TE 85 £493 . „ * 8 2 * TP RIES 1 = l . Sao ho SK be . 


4 


VE * 5 mo | Bo . 
— | | 0m 


20 
1 


4 
> 
. 
* 

* 


# * 78 A. 


$42 + ** 5 — Ys 1 LY 
* ** "i : A, 1 22 "* & 


you; 


wy 


„n C “ 


ſt yon; this 


Jour Fan bs 


f 


* tlie Counſel of the 
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Gop grant it 
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Pour out . Rr aon the karte Har 1 thee 
1 8 ; oy and 8 the e ler I cats” not” _ thy 
Bu the the Power of a Ae ſaid 
© Ms er; even according to thy Fear, ſo is thy 


Wrath. What then muſt Fury be, even his heavieſt 

- Jndignation? Who would not tremble at the Thought 

-, a . of it falling upon him ? How much more 
rrent of i it fourtd forth? Vet this is, in 

Effect, threatened in the Text, as being ent 


by an inſpired Prophet. And upon whom will this 


Fury be poured out? Undoubtedly upon the Heathen, 
who know not Gop; for they had devoured - Jacobs 
and made his 6 deſolate, But how are 
„ theſe Heathen deſcribed ? As Families that call not 
IE: an 60D, Name. A terrible Infinuation ! But there 

ate Families,” who ſtyle themſelves Chriftians, that 
: "Gli wot upon Gob's Name: and is it not a natural 
laſerence, that they are like Heathens, and have great 
EReaſon to fear the divine S 1 chuſe to —_ 
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are very awful and z awakening ; and becauſe the Buſi-. ; "IF 

93 nes 'of it will be, to make a ſerious Addreſs to the 

 Confciences of 'thoſe 'who live i in the Neglect of Fa- F „ 

„ mily-worſbip. I have ſhown, in ſome former Dig. Pte 

5 2 * courſes, the Reaſonableneſs and Advantages of it, = 

- endeavoured to anſwer. the. "Excuſes that are made 

5 for the Neglect « df it. As this is a Duty of ſo Mi Tt 
much Importance to the Life, the Credit, and the'' 

upport of Religion; as it is ſo hard to perſuade 3 
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85 Men to begin a Work they have not been e,, 
8 not ſuit the Reliſh of a carnal earth- 5 1 
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5 Mind, it requires Line upon Line, Precept ROO 
ke : and I would leave Nothing unſaid, that is I 
. | likely to impreſs your Minds. proceed thereſore 
| fixth Hat 1 Propoſed | on this Subject, = T3 A 


= 0.meks. a Fan Addreſs to thoſe, who have 
ir | panty to > thoſe,” who. may Che 4if 3 A enter „ 
upon the faithful and regular Diſcharge | of „ = 6, 
1 nd. F ſhall principally urge ſome Topics, Mw WE 5 
I ' were not mentioned, 'or could not conveniently be 
1 eplarged- upon, in the . Diſcourſes.——And 55 
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| Knowledge of the Lord, 10 train you up in 


Z . | ture and Admonition, that you might be a | 1 See d 5 
Pon had early Advantages and Opportunities i — be⸗ 85 4 ; ; 


5 : ing acquainted with Gop and Religion. You - were | BD 
born and brought-up in Families, where this Duty was 1 1 
regularly praftiſed. You were not only taught to 
pray, but, by hearing the daily Prayers of your Pa- 


rents or Maſters, had Advantages for learning the Lan- | 
. - . .of Sion, Religion hath, been the Honour of E 
- your Families for many Generations; and been no 1 by 5 


| Diſadvantage to them, either in Point of Character he 
or Circumſtances. . And it is much more your Glory A . 
to deſcend from ſuch Anceſto „than to be the Sons ̃ io 5 
d Daughters of Nobles and Princes. Now, bare 1 J 
yon no Gratitude to God for ſuch a Privilege 2s} 5 


_ this? Will you loſe. the ancient Glory of your Fa- 4 
?.- Shall it ever 178 wg id, e, dee of Reli- = 


a bien was cut-off: by your | - 13 
EE e firſt in the Line; i in e jetty Werth ot * 1 wn 
=  eaſl-out? that yours is the. firlt Heathen Fam 4 1's 
3 8 8 5 " "i How 7 you NN to have Families, and tohave 
1 5 8 * os not 1 t Gor } 2 
lum in Families, and buildeth up your Hou 1 = 
. . why hath he conſtituted Families; but that ＋ 42 5 
4 Dj be the Support of Religion and Nurſeries of Piery ? 1 JF > 
5 15 - ds Fixeth te Bounds -of 1 Men's Habitariqui: - And Rx: 
8 _— 7 that they ſhould eek: the .Zord.” It 1 1 
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. 0 his good Providence, that you have the Means of Y 
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ſupport aloe” a Pamily n are not written cle 15 
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dc of your Children, when. they were threatened, = 


1 To and called them back from the Borders 6f the Graves 
'. that yon can maintain a Servant or Servant, to wait 


5 8 on you, and make your Lives comfortable. He pre- 
„werben your Tabernacles in Peace, that no Evil be- 
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fals you nor any Plague comes nigh your Dwelling.? 
7 Providence, that your 


Affairs are thriving pros; that you -have- . 


all Things e- to enjoy. And doth the Founder 


and Preſerver of your Families claim Ir eee | 


| Homage, from. them? Hath the Gon of all the Fa- 
6 milies of the Earth no Right to your ee ne 


of ; What Sort of Creatares your Families we com: > 
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8 Are they not e "hw Sa capable 2 25 
of knowing and ſerving Gop, and deſigned for an 
© everlaſting Exiſtence ? And can you be content, n | 


they and you ſhould live together like Brures, and 


never acknowledge the good Hand of Gop upon you... 
and entreat his Favour?” Have yo no Love for your - 


Children, as rationa ! Creatures? Or is it à mere na- 


- tural, animal Love, ſuch as Brutes have for their 

Offspring, who take Care to feed and defend them ? 
And wherein are you better to your Children than 
Bruten are to their young,” . you : don't commend oY 
them to Gop, teach them to pray, to.* fear the Lord 
from their Vouth, and prevent their. being hardened 
Z bythe Wan een of Sin ?? Is it your only Buſineſs 
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Wor is not werlhercy: (as T obſerved + any that Way 
en can you teach them, without leading them and 
before them in it? Have you not Authorit7 

and Servants, to p. 
7: and is not this the only In- 
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eh you would cure to have it; denied, 

? May not the Milbehaviour | 

of genf Obildten or Servants be owing. to 

& F and have not your Hearts ſmote you, 

you of their evil Doings, from a 
donſciouſneſs that you have neglected ily-worſhip 
not been ſo regular in it as you ſhould have been? 

Or if they are ſober and good, no Thanks to your 
Care, but res to the Riches of divine Grace. — 
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BY oY non of & Du, and as aasee bat as 4 ee 5 
1 i; A dingular Favour granted us by the Go of Heaven. 
3 Kina is it not great Condeſcenſion in Gop, that He 
r mentioned and | called upon in the Families of 
7 7H och Eoful Creatures as we are ? Is. it not a * SL 
at treat we e not conſidered it in this 
Every Houſe of yours 
A be a FHouſe Sf Mine, if you do not ſhut me 
$ . Sh. 7 TE 9355 out. 115 the high and hfty One that Thhabit Eterni- 
__— . Ge fake dwell with vou, and have you Houſes for 
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ancient Heathen, there was no Penalty reckoned more 
Frievous, than to be forbidden to attend their Sacri- 
_  fices, And we find, in the Hiſtory: of this Nation, 
that in the Days of Popery, it was reckoned a moſt; . 
terrible Thing to have the whole Nation excommuni- 8 
cated by the Pope, and put under an Interdict; that 
there ſhould be no public Religion in it. Suppoſe, 


Biro, the Caſe had been thus; that inflead of alle, 
ing and commanding you to pray in your Families, 


S8 0b had forbidden you: that he had put any of 
your Houſes under an Interdict; and by ſome ſpe- 
—  eial Significations of his Mind, had: ſaid, I Will 
allow all the neighbouring Houſes to call upon 
t me; but I will have no Worſhip out _ your Houſe; 
let all the reſt of the Street worſhip me and 1 
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I will accept no Sacrifice ; I will bear ng Prayer 
What a terrible Doom were this! What a darle and 


ill hear and accept them; but from your Houſe 


| horrid Cloud would be drawn over that Dwelling} 


; 5 5 7 Do you not need the Blefling of Gov! wi. 
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; And will you make this the Caſe with vou, * * 
. ent Frayer — 


—Conſider/ likewiſe, e 


your Affairs? And is it not . 6, to e 7 80 


by hai by . it 1 5 719 7@y 


1s it not his blen, that 3 . or 1 
WF Hand of the Diligent do without it? Doth not 


he give Power to get Wealth? Do not your Sue 
| ceſs and Reputation in the World depend upon. him, 


and the turn. which he OA: to; e Men? 
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Aud de you not for cit that Blefling; OTE "= 
3 not | thakfal Ks! is or do not intreat the Continue 
| fort ean you have in your En- 5 
Joeyments When you cannot conſider them as fetched 
in and ſanctifed : Prayer? May not the” Conſe- 
+ quence of your: unſan®ified Proſperity be, that your 
TO prove à Snare, and your Wealth the In- 
- __  fAirument of Sin, and the Fuel of Luſt? And the? 
vou may be rich and proſperous at t preſent, cannot 
8 ſtroy your Subſtance 
aud make you empty; ſo that when vou look for 
wm, you ſhall bring in Ae? Thoſe are awful 
Words, Which proſperous Men who forget Gop, 
mold often think of, 1 will curſe your Bleings ; yea - 
I have curſed them already, becauſe ye will not 
lay it to heart, to give Glory to my Name, faith the 
Lord of Hoſts.” May He not withdraw thoſe Ble 
inge, which you never thank him for, or only in 
Form; and fend upon your Families. thoſe Judga | 
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Gon at once blaſt your Credit, de 


=D; ments, which you' never deprecate ? What ſignifieth 
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: . oY it how much) you' leave your Children, unleſs there 
de a Bling with it, and by good Inſtructions and 
BE e eee to” WAKE a ee ache 


Ae 


Confider 88 Whether his. legs is. age | 
i 0 a, and hath not been obtained, in the Way 
def Prayer,—Doth not Gop ſay, that for this He will 
be feng unn Is not Prayer one Condition of find- 
Ang Favourand good Underſtanding in the Sight of 
Bop and Man? Hath it not (as I have largely ſhown) 
Os * natural” Tendency to promote your . and 

| ) oh corner hack af and can : Io. 8 8 1 _ 
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Cauſe "rhe Bling to reſt" in thine Houfe.'*. And 
Lan chat be expected, if Gop hath not . Due, his 
Saeriſce of Prayer and Praiſe? not, as St. 
Jane 'exprefſeth it, the effectual Sale Prayer of 
a righteous Man a nuch ?* He doth not ſay how | 
much, becauſe he would haye you -pronounce upon 
Trial and Experience 3 but it hath done Wonders 
in every Age. It would be eaſy to produce Inſtances 
of the fingular- Favour, which Gov hath, in ſome | 


- that, about a Century ago, there was an Earthquake 
8 Seuitzerland, by which a Mountain was throwa * 
down, and it fell upon a Village that ſtood under 
it, and cruſhed every Houſe and Inhabitant to-pieces ; - 
3 the OCoruer of one Cottage, where the Maſter 
of the Houſe with his!” poor Family were found-pray- 
ing together unto Gov. It is true indeed, that the 
Families of the wicked ſometimes proſper: but their 
| Proſperity is a Snare and a Curſe; and, as l Was 
lately ee. they have their good Things % 


this Lift, and real Good 1s not os W e n 


Thi bead me to aſk further, 


wor Ts it not the aitinguitving © l of wicked 
5 amilies, that they do not call upon Gop ? That they 
_ tay unto Gov, depart from us ; what is the * 
* that we ſhould ſerye OY ng 
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1 b Be 3 and have no other- DiſtinRion . frb & . 
. 15 : the wiekedeſt Families in the Town, but mere 1 
WF dity Is Chriſtianity. ſuch a l yon 1 
| =: a hog to be known fas. chrift 1 
Mr | Would you. be like them now, with whom. y E | 
IM - ,_ dread to have your eternal Portion „ 
1 treat you. to take ht into = 
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b ate to uſe. for the Glory of Gov: and the Support 5 
= of Religion; and: you are to Sire an Account 2 „ 
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: - | yourſelves to God how you | - 
; Th legt. You are to ſtand b - Gov: not thy — 7 „ 
ES - your perſonal,. but relative Capacity ; as one that had - 1 
HH "the Charge of a Family, and are to give an. Ace. 
1 - count bow you have watched for the Souls intruſ- 8 
” ted with you; "thoſe Souls for Which Chriſt died. 1 

. bt N Bat there is an awful Scene opens before this. There 
d 2 Parting-time coming, when you muſt die and 5 
„ 8 your Families behind. And what a /ad Par 
* will it be, if you have never prayed together ; 
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© 1 1 4 Hite or „ for 1 their + ſpiritual Good? | 
never or very ſeldom, - ſolemnly commended them. to 
So in their Preſence ? ſhowed no Concern for the 
Souls of your Servants, to teach them the Fear of 
| Gop and how to pray? Will not this Neglect oec. 
ion many painful Reflections then? And with what . £5 
- Comfort can you commend them to Gop in dying ; 
Hour, when you are conſcious that his Worſhip hath. -: 
ben neglected by vou? It will be little Conlola- . 
tion then, that you have. left your Families weal- Wy ; 
thy, and bequeathed. large F ortunes to. your Chil- - 
.. dren, while you have neglected the appointed. Means 
ö „„ inſtruct and ſanctify their Hearts, to regulate 
tteir Tempers, fit them for Uſefalneſs in this Liſee. 
and Happineſs in the next. With What Comfort 94 
| can. you appear. before the Gop of all the Familie 
. DE 3 the Earth, under the Guilt of this Negle&? When : 
. enduires, what haſt thou done for thy Family, 5 
dat is left behind? when He addreſſeth you in 
| the Words of Feremial, where is the Plock tha 
was giver thee to heed, thy beautiful. Fleck ?* You wilt 
be aſhamed to fay how rich you have left them, 
And What external Accompliſtiments you endeavoured ' 
to furniſh them with,——And then conſider, if they Lek 
periſh, thro' your NegleRt, What a /ad Meeting you 
Vail have with them in another World. . To ſte thoſe. 
EC. conſigned to Milery and Woez, who. have loſt their 
Souls thro? your Neglect, and to have this as an 
Article in your own Charge and an Apgrayation of 
85 - your own Miſery, will make it unſpeakably "dread- 
ful. Whereas, had you called upon Gob's Nawe 
— Sally and taught your Children and. Servants lits 5 | 
20 re Youu 3 comfortably . have committed thein, 1 
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_ Once more, conſider how you will an- 8 
wer to 855 for the Tajury you have" done to. Reli- 


I : "0 i 7 i and the Corruption you may be the Means of 
3 Spreading theo”. ſucceeding Generations. We have 


vou, what good Influence Family- 


. 


— Worſhip may have to promote the Religion of your 


7 Families and thoſe that ma 


ii a Defire of Imitation is confeſſedly a firong | 


"  Priiciple of Adtion, one bright domeſtic Pattern, in 
a Perſon of faperiour Character and Authority, in 


|  _ calling his Family to Devotion every Morning and 
 * _ Evening, will have more Effect upon all beneath and 
About him, than a thouſand dry Inſtructions. But | 
5 if you neglect this Duty, it will encourage and au- 


their Neglect. They may omit it in their 


* | Eo F. amilies ; ; and their Children's Children may omit 


m: ſo that perhaps before the End of the World, 8 
tere may be Hundreds, and even Thouſands, de- 
FRE. ſcended from vou, Who have in Effect learnt Irreli- 

piety in your Houſes, and from your 


Sion and. 


'Y Re Example; or at leaſt have never learnt Religion 


there. Vea perhaps, Chriſt, when he cometh to Judg- 


ment, may find ſome of your Deſcendants i among the 
wicked, who ſhall be Surnt-up as Srubble; and their 
Wickedneſs and Miſery may be traced up as high 
| a your Neglect of Family-worſhip, and be in ſome | 


Degree, charged to your Account. Now, can you 
fu this is not probable? and if it be probable, is it 
„ not very ſhocking ? You had a Thoufand-times bet- 


EC leave your Families Beggars, than leave them 
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our behind you; a praying du, chat ſhall = 


: deine Support of Religion in every future Age, and 


ar joy and Crown of Rejoicing at the Appearance | 
of Jeſus Chriſt, I firmly believe, chere will not be 
- & heavier Article in any Man's Charge at the great 
"Day, than this, that fe cut-off the Entail of Religion 
| in his Family; ſuffered it to die in his Hands, after 
it had been conveyed down to him by his pious 
Anceſtors; and left an ungodly Seed, to be the Re- 
pronch of Chriſtianity, and ſpread Impiety and "AM 
ruption thro” all ſucceeding Generations to the End 
of the World. Theſe Circumſtances. and Reflec- * 
_ tions; I beſeech you to take into ſerious-Confidera- 
tion, that you may ſee what Guilt you contract, and 
what complicated Miſchief you bring upon yourſelves 


ae e Families, by the Neglect of this Duty. 
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out in Life, When they enter on new Relations, or 1D 


have Houſes of their own, that they immediately _ 


e. up an Altar to GOD, as their Gon and the G 


of their Fathers. Nothing is more proper and ne- 
ceſſary, nothing ſo comfortable and advantageous, 
a8, when they are beginning the World, to begin. 
it avith 60D; to dedicate: their Houſes to the 
Lord, and turn them into Sanctuaries to his Honour. 
As their Cares and Tem ptations Increaſe, it is fir - 


ele ſhould in all their Ways artnoauledge GOD + | 


ad as they nnd in new * and Relations. 
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vin they. engage bv Being © on. ell. 

C eee bub webe ut 4 - 
1 would adviſe, axhort and beſcech; them, to _ſerichem ff 
B Luut een and feriouſty e this Kent, and io beginn 
Af you defer it, Sirs, and put it off = 3: 


3H I 1 3 any Com pon d 
| 3 _ your Conſciences tell va, von e to. | ee it 


1 longer, bearken to their Admonitions. im: 9 : 


nem of Souls will no be _— 
vent it; raiſe; a thouſand Difficulties in 


| ou Way, and increaſe your natural Diſineli L ion | 
io it. Vou know there is nothing to be done in the 
0 on; Affairs of your Families, without Steadineſs - 


and: Reſolution: much leſs in Affairs of the Soul, 

5 Where the World, the Fleſh and the Devil draw's | „„ 
different Way. Let me exhort you, fu rther, to be- 

Ein it with all the Solemnity you can. Call your Chil. 
dren and Servants together: let them know; that "EY 


you are convinced yon have been in the Wrong; and. 
eee eee ee eee per- 
dme -your Famihy-homage to Gobp., Be not 2 
mamed to male this-Acknowledgment to your Fa-. 
E- 3 mily, and to eſs your deep Humiliation before 5 


Gov for your paſt Neglect. I will venture to ſay, 

vou never locked ſo great and honourable, AS when ES, 
„ waking ſuch a Confeflion : and as far as your. on „„ 
. mellies have the Grace of God in their Hearts + 
"> chey never os eſteem and teverence vou fo-much,, | 
et e making it. — 8 


voy Further, * —_— 
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will be like a newly planted Tree, that 


be torn-up or ſhaken out of its Place before 36. re 
NT Root. It hath been loſt in many Families, 
_ thro? this Neglect. One | On 1 
and furniſhed an Excaſe, for another, and the Dif 
ane to it hath increaſe 


maſt be propped- up and carefully watched, leſt it : : 9 


non hath made Way, 5 


ed [Repeated - Acts form 
2 Habit: and it will, by: Care, become as .regulas 
as your Meals, and as little interfere with your, Buſi- 
neſs, Again, Call your Servants. to this Duty, and 


init upon their joining with you in it. I fear, in A : 


ſome praying Families, this Regard to Servants is l 


veglected; and leſt; they ſhould. be a; little hindered 
in their: Buſineſs, they are deprived: of the Advan- 


: _ "aw: of PFamily-worſhip.-.: But this ſhows an inordi- =] 
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„ own. Houſes, you will meet with farcher Uncaſ- | 
4 neſs:' for new Exhortations and-Admonitions will 
4. arm Reflection with new Reproaches. In this un- 


5 - -comfortable- Manner you will probably go on, il 


4 what hath been the Grief and Shame of your 
becomes the Affliction of your dying Bed: nor * 
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Et, which have attended your ſocial-Devoti 
ter you have heard ſo much concerning the W 


and Importance of the Duty, it will lead vo to bes 


wail thoſe Deſects before Gop; and to intreat his 
Pardon. Vet you may, and ſhould, recollect yuur 
Care and Integrity in this Duty with Pleaſure; aſ- 


. 8 at the ſame Time, to divine Grace, thoſe 
Meaſures of the Gift of Prayer, which He hath be- 
. ſtowed upon yon, all the Comfort and Advantage _ 
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| Difficulty are before them, or when they meet with | 
ſome remarkable F amily-deliverance or Affliction n 
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ought to be performed every Day. The general Ar. 
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prove it to be daily Duty. And this is plain from 


the Scripture-evidence,' already produced. Our Lord 
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8 Have you. not greater Need to beg divine Aſſiſt- 
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= tempting, enſnaring World, than when you go to 
Bas; Canſider further, what the Scripture hints upon 


_ this Head. It is ſpoken of as a Thing highly good 24 


and becoming to; ſhow forth his Loving-kindneſs i» 
© the Morning, and his Faithfulneſs 


 Aaily: Sacrifice; every Morning and. every Evening. To 
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t eg and theſe Sacrifices were 25 the 


Ede wict-a-day at 245 fear, yea I know, there are 
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e 2s omitted every Morning, except it beon 
the Lord's Day; and in ſome Families, even then. 
Bat conſider, Sirs, doth. not the Light of Nature 


d Prayer in the Morning more than 


and Dangers that may be before you in the 


ver . And = 
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ſelves, their Children and - Servants, into a World a 
Snares and Temptations, without commending them 
to the Protection and Grace of Gop ; and can act 
0 contrary to the DiRates of Reaſon and Scripture, MY 
This is. curtailing 60D. Homage, and paying him 
but af the Rent due to him; and Whether He i 
will accept the Half inſtead: of the Whole, you will  Þ 
40 well to conſider. Some good Men have prayed ö 
in their Families thrice-a-day. Daniel prayed. thrice- — 
| andy in his Houſe : and indeed, there will be ſome. _. 
| Reſemblance. to this in all religious Families, that 
is, at leaſt about Noon, there will be a ſerious ſolemn © 
| Addrefs to Gop, in Reference to the Uſe of his 
Creatures, which are to be ſancliſied by Prayer. Theſe 
2 I muſt leave with your Conſciences; _ 
.. in the Words of Mr, Barter, A good en, 
petite to Religion would beſt cure theſe Omiſons 
and Neglects. If Gon ſhould fay in general 5 
© all Men, you ſhall eat as often as will do you „ 
© good}? the ſick Stomach . would ſay, * Once-a-day © wil 
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wich you in that Service, than to eat and drink 
= _ with you? Aud this, * as we” "have ome ons, 
- Ho ee . He that een of. the — 
1 Jos bought to partake e of the Religion, of the Fami- 
3 3 Mr. Fuller (in his Meditations) obſerves, that 
ne had once a Perſon” of Quality lodged with him; 


his Family that Night; on he makes a peni- 
_ tential Reflection, acknowledges his- great Fault, and 


of the like again. 


reful that it be never performed in a 
t doth not eee into a mere Form, and want 


© hogs him“ Take Care that your own, and. your 
Families coming to it, Behaviour at it, and going 


3 tom it, be decent, grave and ſolemn. And ſharply 
Þ® _  Feprove, and if that will not do, correct every In- 


rvants in the 


; 0 of 1 Children and Ser 
3 ip. Let it be introduced with a ſolemn 


* . aud ogt ef Exceſs of: Modeſty, he forebore the Duty of 


: makes ſolemn Reſolations and Vows never to be 3 

5 lt. —-T et me likewiſe:exhort 
be to" pet form this Daly with great Seriouſneſi. Be 
Fat 1 rry; 35 that 


'© Gov is greatly tu be frared in 


* prope * 
ar the Aﬀeemblics of His Saints, whether larger or 
er, and 1 be lad in Reverence by all that ap- 


ime. 


ring to whom youn are about to iro bes 


| pf 
| 
| 
* 
7 
— 
—_ 
' ” 
# 12 
7 
* 
{ 4 


is your, Minds, be en caged in the e Work, a4 
| heartily,: a8 unto, the Lord. . Tan had better 
Wie any, Where than at Prayer ;. better affront any 
one than the great and holy Gop. © Curſed WAS 
| Dectiver, that hath a Male in his. Flock, and vowa 
and facrifices to the Lord his Gav, a corrupt Thing: 
for T am a great King, ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, and 
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den and à Grievance, and hath. prejudiced - many. 
againſt; e Coupons - -T-think (with the great Mr. 
eue that that is applicable to the Purpoſes * 
Keligion, which hath been applied to nay hn meaner 
. 8 namely, that ir ir good to” come „ 
en with an Lppetite. It is good to an fo 
the Exerciſes of Religion, with- ſuch -a lively Re- 
ih upon our Spirits, as why make aid for 
the Return of the Seaſon;? Let not. your Service, 
2 be long, but lirely and to the Purpoſe. The 
 Zord's-prayer,- which is our Model, is not long. Nor 
let it be ſo ſhort, that it will be ended before your 
Hearts are warmed and impreſſed with eee, : 
3 ly remember to ptay as Chrifians; to g 
forth in the Strength of the Lord %,; maintain- 
ing continual Regards to him, and à bumble and 
cChearful Dependance upon him, as your Wigh-Prict” | 
and Mediator, for Aſſiſtance and ee in 11 ; 
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9 J. Endeavour that the great Ends of Family-wor- | 
a; p be anſwered, and the good Effects of it mani- 


felted in your. whole Converſatior T 


Tube Defis of it is to improve your Spirits, 0} 
to B you fincerely. and ſteadily holy. See that 
vou do not reſt in the outward Form of Religi- | 
on, but (as the Text .expreſſeth it) behave your- 
| ide wiſely in a perf? Way,” If you defire God's 
| Blefling on your 'worldly Concerns, let Honeſty, D Di- 
* Prudence, and Frugality appear in your Con- 
. and Hence | pas va RE rat That 
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fläane, ſcurrilous, obſcene or bitt re 
ſhould be Prayer in the Houſe and cheating in the 
Shop, or Oppreſſion in the Field! how monſtrous and: 
Fi mocking is this! That thoſe who are daily: praying 
Fe together, ſhould be quartelſome, froward, and peeviſh ; 
one with another! that the Maſter of a praying Fa. 
8 1 ſhould tyranniſe over his Wife or Children, and 
treat his Servants with Inſolence and Abufe what” 
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a ſhameful Inconſiſtency is here! 1 hope and believe 


0 ach Inconfiſtencies aud Irregulari ties are ſeldom 
. But a Caution on this Head- "cal 'vever be”. 15 


unſeaſonable. Therefore take great Care » Brethren,” 
that you do not 'make' religious Services contempti- 


Z 3 3 that there ſhould be ſometimes the 1 
Language of Devotion, and ſometimes curſing, pro. 


dle, and. cauſe: the Offering of: the: Lord to be ab. 


Love, that your Prayers b 


ing begun the Day with Prayer, you be 15 Sobs 


Fear all the Day long; z that Religion attends vou, 
where-ever yo go, and gives a Tincture to all 


your Words and Actions. Men will judge of Re. 5 


1 by the Behaviour of thoſe Who are reputedl7ß 


2 pious. Tho? the Children of this World know 


little of Faith, Repentance and Prayer, yet poet 
Tx are competent Judges of honeſt Bargains and fair © 


885 open Dealings. They are often themſelves care- 
* ful in e Things; and therefore they WO Pro- 5 
© feſs Religion ſhould walk very circumſpettly, thar 
: q the Name of Gop and his Doctrine be not blaſ- 
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Let Wives endeavour t to farther. this PIP. Werk 
in | their Houſes, and encourage their Huſpands to 
begin it, or to go on with it. If they cannot Pre- 
l. (as they have no Authority over the Huſband, 
/but-Perſuaſfion). it is their Duty to pray with TY 
© Children and Maid-ſervants apart, as Queen Ellen 
0 with her Maids. It is their Duty, in the 
3 of their Huſbands, | to lead the Devotion of 
the” Family, and thus to guide their Houſe well; 
or to do it, with their Conſent, when they are = 
ad. When you, who are Heads of Families, are 
| abroad, let - ſome ſuitable . Forms of. Prayer. be put. | 
into the Hands of your Wives, or one of the elder 
. Obuüdren. or a ſerious Servant; that religious Ser- 
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your Lot in ach” Houſes, © Of value your Privilege” 
and carefully improve it. The ſame would 1 fay.. 


to Servants in praying Families. The Lines are 
fallen to you in plegſant Places, and you Rave à goodly - 
Heritage. Are you called to daily Reading ank 
Prayer, to a ſtrict Obſervance of the Sabbath, and kept 
from profaning it? fo much the better, If you do 
not think this a Privilege and a Favour, the Time 
will come, when ' you will think it fo, and condemn 

_ yourſelves for not thinking ſo ſooner. Great will be 
your Guilt (Children and Servants) if you go out - 
- of fuck Families unenlightened and unedified. Let 
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ing and ſecret. Prayer. But if they chuſe ſuch Houſes, | 

F becauſe: they diſlike the Work of Devotion and re- 

Bjgioss Reſtraint, they are very criminal in the Sight 

; : 5 f Gop,: and ſhow a ee Stupidity and Hard- 

| H i ness of Heart. Let all who have been educated in 

i Families, what Gop and Man 
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do, more than others, And while they continue in 
ſuch Families, let them ſhow all Readineſs and Plea- 5 


dure in attending o on Family-worſhip, and . endeavour 
Edification and Uſefulneſs | 
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_ tioned. above: and you muſt ſo. much the more 


© carefully. give. vourſelves to Reading, Meditation, 
and Prayer in private; teach and admoniſh . vour- 
_ felves,. and improve every public Opportunity of 

joining in ſocial Prayer. And let your Tempers 
and Lives ſhow that you hive. near to Gor, and 
keep up Communion: with him in ſecret. Thus 
will your own: Chambers be as a © little Sanctuary to. 
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Let me cer all, efvecially ths young... to 15 : "La 
- tivate. the Gift of Prayer, by ſtudying the Scriptures, _ 
committing to Memory the devotional . Exprefiions _ 
with which, they abound,” or which are to be found 
in pious Writers, and endeavouring to impreſs their 
Hearts with an habitual and ſerious: Senſe. of Gop.. 


Let them alſo n implore the Aſſiſtance of the 
Spirit of God to help their Infirmities and teach them 


160 pray.'———1 beg Leave to obſerve. 7 0 this Sub- 


ject, that Aſfociations f young People for Reading, 
DN and religious Conference, haye not only a 
Effect to inſtruct and confirm them in Reli- 


Sion, but to fit and diſpoſe them for the Perſorm- 
2 | ance of  Family-worſhip, when they enter upon 
Houſes of their own; and to remove the chief Ob- 
Jections againſt it, by increaſing their Qualificati- 


ons for it, and their Love to un en 
r their Intereſts. 
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"It r d thit T Commit: EY, GE yoe you to n 
„ Biefing of Gop; earneſtly praying, in the e 
df the Text, that he would come unto you, and in- 
_ Eline you to the Ready, i e. ular” Practice of this 
- _ increaſe "your 1 and Graces; meet and 8 
et and ſocial Wor- + 
Hip? 4 vvakte” you, in every Reſpect, to Walle 5 
within your Houſes with u pere Heart." T have one 
Favour to beg of vou that when, in your Fami- 
y. worſhip, you are making Interceſſion for others, 
and eſpecially the Miniſters and Churches of Ohriſt, 
you woüld put up a Petition or two expreſfsly 
for your -own Minifters, and the Church to which 
vou ſtand related. We defire this, for our own _. 
Sakes, and for yours; as it will diſpoſe you, your 
Children and Servants, to pay the more ' ſerious ; "= 
ber to our Admonitions, and to eſteem us in Love 
for our. Work's Sake; and it may procure for us 
more of the Influences of the Spirit, to ' revive the 
- Intereſt” of Religion. May that Spirit, as a Spirit of 
Grate and Supplication, be poured-out'u pon you all! 
* Moy all your Houſes be Houſes of Prayer and Piety! 
Aud by theſe Exerciſes, may you and Yours © be 
trained-up to join the devout, holy, and happy Fami- 
"= bove, which ferveth Gov Day and Night, With? 
t Wearineſs; without Ceaſing and without End! 
— conclude this Diſcourſe and Subject, with the. 
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and depend upon him for focial Bleflings. BV füch 
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and Senſe of his univerſal Preſence, which” is the 
great Support of Government, and of the Peace and 
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 Hould be worſhipped: by Many together; becauſe the 
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ſome Time to it. Without ſuch an Appointment, 
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= Sports, which would be an Interruption to the Wor- 1 
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almoſt all the Nations of the Earth, there have been 
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they have laid aſide their common Concerns, and 
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emboldens our Hope of the Acteptance and Succeſs 
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:  - lag ef general Concern, becomes more ſtriking 144 d 
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in gur Text, that GOD Bald the. froenth Det _ 

_ Sertified it ; He exalted. it above the reſt of the. © 
"hs, bleſſed it for the Uſe of Mankind, . He ane. 
- tified it, that is (as che Word often fignifies) /e- 
ee, it from a common to a religious and holy Uſe. 

It is alſo faid, in the fourth Commandment, Where 
this original Law 3 is referred to, that GOD Bleed is 
. and. hallowed * ' plainly i intimating, that Gop would © 
communicate ſome particular Fayours on that Day; 1 | 
. a Bleffing on thoſe that obſerved it, and _— | 
make it a comfortable and bappy Day to hem. 
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his Work, It was "therefore: intended to lead Men's 


_ Thoughts 10 Gen, as the Creator: of all Things, 4 
Aud "thereby preſerve them from 'Idolatry' and im- 


piety from worſhipping N 
i the Creator. This e vou Will alſo obſerve, 5 


the Creature and begle cn. 


was given to Man, Wäile he continued "7nnocent, be- : 5 Mt 


fore his Apoſtacy and Fall from” Gop and his'/Daty, 
It was given to Adam, When in the full Vigour of 
Body and Mind. And if the Obſervation of ſuch “ 
Portion of Time was needful and proper for hi in 
theſe Circumſtances, it is undoubtedly much more | 
_ fo for as, his degenerate Offspring. Our Lord'feems' + 
to refer to this primitive Inſtitution, when he ob- 
ſerves, chat ile Tatbath was mad for Man, and 


5 Reſt and Benefit of Men, Some Perſons indeed have 

ſuggeſted, that the Text was introduced by e 
1 Way of Anticipation, and only refers to 
the fourth Commandment, which was given to the 
Jeu about two thouſand: five hundred Years after. 
And this they argue, becauſe there is (as they ap. 
prehend) no mention made of the Obſervance of the 
Sabbath between adam and Mo/es. But the Notion 
appears to me very groundleſs. We can never think' _ 
(as I hinted above) that Go would leave Men 


Without ſeparating ſome Time for his Worſhip by 


Ep his: ee Authority. There ſeems no Reaſon 
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© Meal, Mbeie e read of his ſending the Dove 
deut of the Ark at the End of /even Days, and again 
at the End. of other g Days.'*.. This ſeems to 
intimate, that Noak meaſured his Tio. by Weeks, 
of Jeyen Days each ;. and. that the ſeventh Day Was 
"+ Day. of ſome. peculiar Solemnity. And ſome have 
. ovgh that Cain and Abel's offering their Sacri- 
ice in Proceſs. of Time, f (or as the Original is, at 
the End of the Days) is a more early Intimation of 
the Obſervation of the Sabbath, But what ſeems to 
put this Matter beyond Doubt, is the Hiſtory of the 
frft falling of the Manna upon the Tfraelites, above a 
Month before the giving of the Law. We are told that 
on the /ixth Day the 1/razlites had gathered twice 
a8 much Bread, as they had done on each prece- 
. Day.: This aſtoniſhed the People very much, 
as it was done without Deſign ; till Mo/es explain- 
ed the Reaſon of this Miracle in thoſe very re- 
markable Words; This is that which the Lord hath 


"rd; 'To-morrow' is the Reft of the haly. Sabbath unto - 


. the Lord. Now we know not when the Lord had 


3 11 ſaid this, but at the Creation. It is added; when. 


ſſiome of the People went out to gather on the Sab- 


BE bath, the Lord ſaid, How long refuſe ye to keep ] 


Commandments and. Laws ? See, for that the Lord hath - 


eien you the Sabbath, therefore mall ye not go 


5 out of Tone. Place on that Day.“ Maſes, you ſee, 
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Manna never fell on that Day. It is not lee 
that, during their Settlement in Egypt, they 7 
| have been obliged, by their tyrannical Maſters, to 

neglect the Obſervation of it; and the Ifcurlites, 


therefore Gop, by this Miracle, called it ta their 
Mind, and renewed the ſolemn Command to obſerve . 
it on this ſtriking Ocrafion. In like Manner the 
_ original Law of a Man's having only one Wife, tho“ 


a Law from the Creation and a natural Law of 
nr in a great Meaſure loſt in the World, 


| thority. * The Hiſt 


rift by his Doctrine, reſtored it to its Au- 


prove that they did not obſerve: the weekly Sab- 


bath, than the Silence of the other ſacred Hiſtorians 2 


between Aer and David, who ſay not a: Word 


about it, will prove that it uas not obſerved in tha: 


Period, as it is certain it was. Phe ſame may be 
ſaid concerning Circumciſon: no Inſtance of the Uſe 
of that Rite occurring from the Time of Joſhua to 


Juin the Basti. Let me remark further on e | 


Head, how the fourth Commandment is introduc! 


it is thus, Remember the Sabbath · day; the. ren | 


Day i, not hereafter /aall be, the Sabbath: and, 


in the Repetition of that Law in Deuteronomy, * Keep. ol 


_ the Sabbath- day, as the Lord thy Gop commantea” 
dene e Where Gov. Lark: of the Sabbath as a Law 


having been there near four hundred Years, - the 
Knowledge of it might be almoſt loſt among them: 


ory” Waser of the Patriarchs is 
very ſhorty and therefore we: cannot expect any Par- 
ticulars of the Manner and Time of their Worſhip 
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Days! Labour there ſhould be on Day of Neft Ne. 
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Days; in order to fix upon the ſeventh, as the D, 
of Neſt. In the Reaſon given for obſerving: this 
Oommandmént. it is ſuid, Gov: e, the- eee, 
day and hallowed ir. It was bleſſed and 
1 eee ee a Day of Neft, not avit n 
Seventh Day of the the Week: and ſome have 9 
remarkable Change of Expref: 

ſion was intended 6 ſhow; that the ſeventh Day wort _ 
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and an additional Reaſon, a Reaſon peculiar to them, 


_ thee out with an out-ſtretched Arm, 
He commanded thee to keep the Sabbath 
It was commanded before, as a Day of Reſt 
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N They might at firſt attend the ein Syna- 
gogue with a Viewed join in their Worhip'; other- 
wiſe they muſt have neglected public Worſhip, till 
they had converted à ſufficient Number in a Place 
to form a chriſtian Church. Many of the firſt Chrif- - 
 tians, in Fudea and other of the eaſtern Nations, 
obſerved both Sarurda and Lord's Day, as Days _ 
Wotſhip, in Compliance with the Prejudices of he 
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from being 4 Nation: juſt as the Apoſtles obſerved 
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not entirely of a political Nature,” tilt that Time 
Bat the early chriſtian Writers ſpeak of the firſt 
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fo aten "by" chem and dedicated to the Sun, whom 
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5 Moon, ad ſo on.” But they generally called it %% 
: a" Da „ and never the Salbung. Pliny,” a Heathen 
5 Wpiter tells us, that the C met toge 
a fata Day for Worſhip. Obe bf the early . i 
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«honour the Lord's Day, and obſerve it as a Fel- 
val.“ Another tells the Heathen, On the Day 
_ © called? Sunday, all of us that live in Cities or in 88 85 
the Country, meet together for Worſhip.“ Term 
_ lian tells us, The Heathens thought che Chriſtians 
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more feligiouſſy ſpent. This ſeems to have been, the. 
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7 
* 


Sentiment of all. chriftian Lawgiverss therefore they 
have enacted the fic and. religious Obſervation of on 
this. Day. Our oa "Laws « do this very  reinarka- 


| bly ; 5 forbidding, under certain Penalties, any Tecu- i 


lar Work or Labour, Sport or Diverſion ; and en- 
joining the Duties of Religion both in public and 


in private.” And therefore, to _negle& the Obler-, 
vation of this Day, is Diſteraliy as Safi a8 Impiety'; 5 


and every good Man ought to be ſubject to o 
reaſonable a Law, not for Fear of the Penalty, but 
for Confeience fake, —Beſides, in the preſent Cir- EN] 
cuinſtances of the Chriſtian World, if Men will not, 
join in religious Worſhip on this Day, they are un- 
der a Kind of Neceſſity of neglecting i it altogether; g 


and thereby not only contradicting the Rules of, 

Revelation, but the Dictates 'of N ature and Reaſon, 
Piety and Benevolence. — — 
each. of theſe Arguments. ſeem to me very juſt and, 


To ſum vp the 3 7. 


"weighty, and haye done ſo to many hundreds and. 


thouſands of Miniſters and Private Chriſtians, much : . 
wiſer and better than I: much more, when they: are. ke 


eonfidered in their Connexion, and it is. carefully 


 obſeryed, bow they ſupp ort, and throw 1 igbt upon 
one anbther. If an a We f f you, think there is any Pars 
of the Arg rgument ils, 

ſider, that, Rp you can ſuppoſe. the Law of Chriſt doth | 


let me intreat -you to con- 


not! fix one Dey in ſeyen, it is fit ſome Proportion 


of Time ſhould be fed: and What is more reaſon- Cs 
aud ble and fitting in, itſelf, than to ſeparate for re- 7 5 


| ligage Purpe " ſes, that Proportion of Time, which the 
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-- dem, , and he, " Being of ;nfnire Wiſdom oY . 

cerns ity 18 we may not z becauſe HE hath required 

3 0 de obſerve them. Accordih ingly,. thoſe Divines, 

_—_—— have , denied the Moral LN the Sabbath, as 
. enjoined.in the fourth Conimandment, have yet init. 

n_"the reli a Oer dation of | the firſt Day, on 

e Day in, ſeven hath. beeh found. Lby 


ence; 9 0 5 e o the "natural Rights. Ant . 
a. Inter eſts of Men. And the Proportion of 
Time bath never, that I can find, been complained 
© 95 of. It is. as Airtle as can well be allotted for the 
Nest of, Man. and Beaſt, and for the Improyement 
of dür Minds and Morals: ind therefore, on the 
_ Principles * 'of Reaſon, and Piet, > euetends "nd ; 
39 mene, yea I may add, Decency- and 'good Man- 
nit, it ought to be obſerved. I de not ſuppoſe, 1 
3 8  elivot ſuppoſe, "that. Von, my Friends, needed. all | 
— ji _ theſe ;Argaments to convince you of on our Obliga- 
= tien e obſetve the: ord*s Day. But IT was, willing 
F 'ftfengthen y Your | Conviction of th that” Obligation, 
„ auc thereby bette düilpoſe you . to ,atterid” to "what, 
| - G8v willi 850 T. may lay before you, concerning the 
Ws _— Manner” of obſerving the Day, and keep. 


5 * it" Holy; and to follow thoſt ons. 

1 obe- you” Will not think me unchäritäble, if Ton: 
| 255 — Difevtrt® 5 1 1 5 the 0. | 
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1 PR turn away th: Feot from the Sabbath, from | 4 
doing thy Pleaſure on my holy Day, and call the Cab-Y 
_ bath a Delight, "rhe Boy of "the Ford, Zonourable, - 
2, ſhalt honour Aim, 10 doing thine o un mn, 
_ mor finding thine. oν Plea ure, nor ſpeaking thine | 
ow Words : 8 Lon * 5 _—_— e in 1. | 


85 


1 was a ee e among l. — ö 

1 that The Sabbath weigheth a * all the other 
© Commandments ;* becauſe if the bath be duly 
_offerved, the reſt of the Commandments will e 
made known, the Obſervation of them inculcated, 
and Men will*be diſpoſed to obey them, From a 
- Perſuaſion, that there is a great deal of Truth and 
Importance in this Maxim. and from a Defire, that 
you may be complete in all the Will of Ovo, I am 
handling the Subject of the Sanctifcation of. the | 

"Lord's * — to * 7 _—_ 


* 


21 22 f te Lony? 8 Dar, G. 85 193 
1. The Obligations Chriſtians are ander ta e 
and ſanctify the Lord's Day. 


1. To ſhow you the Manner, in which it is to | be 
. obſerved and kept holy. 


Ul. To urge ſome Arguments and Mottos to en- 
gage you to keep it holy, —and then conſider what 
laferences the Subject furniſheth us with. 


T have already conſidered the Obligations we Chriſ- 
tians are under to obſerve and ſanctify the Lord's 
Day; and enlarged upon theſe Propoſitions— That the 
public Worſhip of God is an important and neceſ- 
ſary Duty. —It is proper there ſhould be ſtated 
Times appointed for it,—and an Agreement be- 
' tween different Societies to worſhip at the ſame Time. 

At the Creation of the World Gop appointed one 
Day i in ſeven to be ſeparated for a religious Uſe. 
When He gave the Law to the Fewi/h Nation, 
He expreſsly commanded the Obſervation ' of a 
Sabbath. —This Commandment is ſo placed and ex- 
preſſed in the Law of Moſes, as to ſhow that it is 
worthy of peculiar and diſtinguiſhed Regard.—— 
Chrift and his Apoſtles directed and encouraged the 
ſcparating the firſt Day of the Week for the Ser- 
vice of Gop, and it is called the Lord's Day in 
Remembrance of the Reſurrection of Chrift,—It is 
| evident, that this Day hath been obſerved as a 
Day of Re and Worſhip by Chriſtians in every 
| ſucceeding. Age,—And the Obſervation of it is of 
| ſo much Importance, that Chriſtianity, both in Pro- Fl 
feſſion and Practice, will ſtand or fall with it. If 
you have, ſince my laſt Diſcourſe, complied with 
= my Deſire, in ſeriouſly conſidering theſe Propofiti- 
„ K | | ons 


5 3 125 ag he: Force of the. / Wen ME: © 
. . Tiling from them, you will, I am perſuaded, * well 


15 8 where 1 am, 1 


© this Head; We are to turn  axway our Foot from 


. doing any Thing, that would look like putting 
Contempt upon the Day, or having mean Thoughts 
of it——We are to have an high and honourable 
Opinion of the Sabbath, to call it a Delight, the 


put honour upon; and ar we are to efteem and 
treat as an honourable and teh Day. Upon 


. by -not dbing our own Ways, fading our own Pleaſure, 


. 


repeated; it is GO D' holy Day, and therefore ought | 
to be ſanctiſied. - _ Conſidering. theſe Directions in 
Connexion with the. fourth Commandment, with | 
other Rules relating to the Means of Religion, and 
with the Nature of I hings, we ſhall ſoon ſee, in 
What Manner the Sabbath . is to be * md 


diſpoſed to attend to the 8 ge a? of. 1952 


* 


* * 1 
A * N 1 


. To conflder the DES in "kick the Lord's 
| eh 1s to be obſerved and kept holy. 


Our Text gives us ſome excellent l L 


rections 2 upon 


the Sabbath, that is, from trampling ypon it; from 


Hey of the Lord, honourable ; Aa Day that Gop hath 


this Day, t the Text tells us, we are to honour GOD, 


or ſpeaking our own. Words: and all this becauſe 
it is GOD's holy Day. This Thought, you ſee, is 


— 


holy: namely, DM 0 


I. By a Reſt from all ve Labours and Ein 
roms, and, 8 F 
e « ka Dit 0. pre Dat 
be . 
55 = "The 


V 135 
©; two: at be taken 1 The de 5 


ligious Exerciſes without ceaſing from Labour; and 

| reſting from Labour can never be called ani 
or keeping holy a Day, 'without ſpiritual Exerciſes. 
Let us then attend to each of theſe in their Con- 
nexion. The Lord s . is to . W _ 


| kepe help 3/74 1-4 Hb 


bf By a Reſt from all our common. Labours and. : 
Employments. bh 5 


of our Callings—and from all Amuſements and Re- 
creations—but Works of Neceſſity and Mercy are 
allowable. As this is an Affair of very great Mo- 
ment, you muſt give me leave diſtinctly to conſider 
each of theſe, and ſhow the Reaſonableneſs and Im- 1 | 
os of wenn this Law. We are to reſt, | 


i. From the Buſineſs of our ae 42 daily 5 
Occupations. ns 


Thus the fourth r runs Six Days | | 


in it, thou ſhalt not do any Work ; And obſerve how 
poſitively this is forbidden——thou ſhalt not do it 
thy/elf, nor thy Son, nor thy Daughter, nor 1hy Man- 
ſervant, nor thy Maid-ſervant, nor thy Cattle. — In 
like Manner the Text tells us, we are not to do 
our own Ways. When it is ſaid, in the fourth Com- 


we Wark, is uſed in the Old Teſtament to bniffy 5 


8 e Ref of this Day, is neceſſary for the latter; that | 
is, the proper Duties of it. We cannot be fit for re- 


This muſt . Reſt ans the Buſineſs . 


malt thou labour and do all thy Work, but the ſe- 
venth. Day 1s the Sabbath of - the: Lord thy Goys.: © 


mandment, thou -ſhalt do no Work, the Word tranſ- 5 


3 ea e the Support of himſelf and Family, and 
de Good of Society. In like Manner the other ſix 
=. Days of the Week are called by a remarkable Name 
= in the Prophecy of Exeliel, the fix working Days. 
 _ Under the Jeabiſt Law, Perſons who violated the 
Nes of the Sabbath were to be put to Death; be- 
ceauſe they were guilty of an Affront to their King 
and Gov, a Contempt of their great Deliverance 
from Egypt, and preſumptuouſly diſobeyed a plain 
And expreſs Command. Ve ſhall keep the Sab- 
bath; for it is holy to you; every one that defileth it 
mall ſurely be put to Death - whoſoever doeth any 
=: Work therein, ſhall be cut-e from among the Peo- 
ple. Six Days may Work be done, but in the 
ſeventh is the Sabbath of Reſt, holy to the Lord: 
1 whoſoever doeth any Work in the Sabbath- day, he 
 _ _ ſhall ſurely be put 70 Death.'+ Here Work, in like : 
5 Manner, ſeems to refer to aeir common Labours, 
aud Occupations ——In- that Law there is an ad- 
* -Judged Caſe relating to the Breach of this Precept. 
© A Man, who was found gathering Sticks on the 
| Sabbath-day, was, by the expreſs Command of God, 


og underſtood of, binding-up Sticks ;- making them into 
Fo, Faggots, either to uſe them i in the Way of his Oc- 
5 Lapation, or pile them up for Sale in the Camp. 


N or Gain, on the Sabbath-day, this Man was made 


5 


. 71. 2 of the Lony's bar 


2 Man's own proper Buſineſs, or Calling, Trade or h 
n: that Work which, on other Days, he 


Auned te Death. I What we render gathering of Sticks, 
may be. tranſlated, and is by the Jewiſi Doctors 


Therefore, to prevent any from purſuing their Trade 


5M Example 15 2 put to' a | dreadful Death. It 
0 . an.. "+ Exod ar. 24s 15. 1 Noth. x XV. 20, 
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5 ald enated by that Law./* that they ſhould 
_ reſt on the ſeventh Day i Earing-time, that is, the 


Time of Plowing, and Sowing, and in Harveſt j'* 


and no Uncertainty of Weather or Hazard of their 


Corn's being damaged, ſhould be allowed a Rea- 


ſon for violating the ſacred Re. There were ſome 


Laws relating to the Ref of the Sabbath, which were 


peculiar to them; as, that they © ſhould not 80. | 


ont of their Places or Tents on the Sabbath-day :* 


| tho? perhaps, as ſome imagine, it may be only a 
Command not to go-out of the Camp; for we can- 


not ſuppoſe they were forbidden to go and worſhip 


at the Tabernacle, or join with their Brethren and 


_ Neighbours in pb Exerciſes. They were like · 


wiſe commanded * not to kindle a Fire in their Dwel- 
| tings" tho' it hath been probably ſuppoſed: from the 
Connexion, that this Precept only refers to making 
= a Fire, in order to perform ſome Work towards 

= building the Tabernacle.+ The Fews had many 


traditionary Laws, and ſuperſtitious Rites, relating 


to the Sabbath, on which they laid great Streſs: |} 
From theſe Chriſt hath ſet his Diſciples free, nor. 1 
doth he inforce the Ref of the Lord's Day by ſo 3 
awful a Penalty. The Subſtance of all theſe Com- 


mands, as far as they concern us, is this; Thou ſhalt 


not follow any Trade, or worldly Employment. what- 
ſoever; whether it be Labour of the Body, the Hand, 


or Head, which on other Days is purſued for. the 
| Sake of worldly Enjoyments, and to provide for this 


Life. As Works of Piety are the very Buſineſs of 

the Day, ſo all Works tending thereto, are are perfect- 8 

5 * nnn with the Reſ, which Gop yn 3 
h * oy ſuch 


. 2 xxxiv, 12 1 7 Exod, xv. 3. 


* 3 


. . Barbers, Hair-dreſſers, and the like, are a direct Vi- 


: and the Jews entered into a ſolemn ian; that 
i any of the People of the Land were ſo ignorant 


1 0 — our own Laws ordain, that 20 Traagſ⸗ 
wa, Artificer, Workman, Labourer, or other Perſon 
'  avhatſcever, ſhall exerciſe any worldly Labour, Buß 


| 8 . Shillings. No Butcher is allowed to fell Meat; and 


n. Obfroatio 1 Los bar 5 


e 45, travelling or walking to the Place of pod ; 


lie Worſhip; clothing ourſelves in a decent Man- 
ner; taking ſuch Refreſhment as is neceſſary to dur 
Health, and doing what is zien needful for the Health, 
Comfort, and good Order of our Families. Theſe 


: Things, if they take not up too much of our Time 


and too great a Share of our Concern, are no Tranſ- 
greſſion of the fourth Commandment, But it muſt be 
carefully remembered, that our Trades and Occu- 
- Pations are not to be followed on the Lord's Day. 


All Kinds of &4aying and /elling, except in Caſee of 


N eceſſity; employing others about our Perſons, as 


_olation of the original Law of the Sabbath and of 
the Fourth Commandment. Nor is there any Reaſon 
7 except thoſe Occupations, which conſiſt in pre- 
paring Materials even for Food. ed e- Ne- 
© hemiah, like a wiſe and good Magiſtrate, © reſtrained 
and puniſhed thoſe, who fold Victualt, ny Grapes, 
* and even Fiſi on the Sabbath-day. And he 


Ad profane, as to bring Yi@ual: to ſell on the Sab- 
bath-day, they would not buy it of. them. In like 


ne, or Work of their ordinary Calling, upon the Lord's 
Day or any Part thereof, under the Penalty of five 


no Perſon whatſoever is o expoſe to ſale, any Ware, 
. Fraits, Herbs or TOs" nohat/oever, on 


| fit, al, 0626, 2. 2. 
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bo 4 or any Part thereof; wpon Pain of 5 
fang the ſume. And how any who profeſs them- 
ſelves Chriſtians, and dutiful Subjects, can directly 
fly in the Face of Gop and Man by violating 
this Law, it becomes them to conſider.—Further, 
all unneceſary Journeying and Travelling is forbidden 
on the Lord's Day, and is unſuitable to the Ref of 
it. In the fourth Commandment, it is expreſsly ap- 
5 „that the Cattle ſhall do no Work. The 
Reſt is Ne their Sake, for © GOD taketh Cors 
of Horſes and Oxen; but chiefly for. Man, that his 2 
Mind may not be taken-off from better Things. 
Some Critics underſtand the Expreſſion in the Text, 
turning away. thy Foot from the Sabbath, of not travel 
ling on that Day. Carriages and bearing of Bur- 
denz are expreſsly forbidden. Thus ſaith the Lord, 
take heed to yourſelves and bear no Burden on th 
Sabbath · day, nor carry Forth 'a Burden out of your 
{ Houſe, nor bring it in by the Gates of Jeruſalem; 
but ſanctify ye the Sabbath-day, as I commanded 
your Fathers.“ In like Manner, our own Law for- 
| bids Perſons to travel on their ordinary Occupations. - 
on the Lord's Day; and if they are then robbed, the - 
Hundred is not to be anſwerable for it. For any 
unneceſſarily” to take Journeys on the Day of Gos ö 
Reſt, to uſe Cattle and employ Servants; to make 
Innkeepers, their Servants, or the Servants of their | 
Friends, whom they viſit, live on that Day, as as they _ 
do on others, is a manifeſt Breach of the forrrch Co: 
mandment and perverting the End of the Sabbath, _ 
8 5 Men may pretend they travel only between Times 
* N Wore, and * OM can employ their 23 
| K 4 „ . 1 
© * Joes xvii, 21. | : 4 
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| Thoughts very. proftadly on the Way: but is this 
conſiſtent with the Law that the Cazr/e ſhall reſt ? that 
_ the Serwants ſhall reſt? Can they andertake, that 
their Example will have no ill Effect, and bring no 
Diſcredit on the Obſervation of that Day? Our 
Lord faith, He that ſhall: break one of theſe teaft - 
— Commandments (and you will obſerve he is ſpeaking 
of the Law of Moſes and the Prophets) and /hall 
reach Men 5 that is, make others break them by 
what he doth, he-/hall be called the leaſt in the King- 
dam of Heawen,.** And could the Law of: the Sab- 
bath be called one of the leaf? Was it ſo. among 
che Jews? ls it ſo under the Goſpel? And yet 
Men violate the Lord's Day to ſave a little Money, 
Time, or F abour, or for more convenient Diſpatch 
of worldly Buſineſs. To be content to take a Ser- 
mon by the Way, or be at Church at ſuch a Place 
aud ſuch an Hour, will not be reckoned ſufficient 
by a holy and jealous God. This is dividing the 
== between Gop and the World: but Whether 
He that requires a <vhole Day for his © Service will 
accept fuch a Partnerſhip, you would do well. to 
conſider. In ſhort, this Ret of the Sabbath is of 
perpetual Obligation; and every Thing that keeps 
the Body from Worſhip,” or-unfits the Mind for -it ; 
| ny unneceſſary Employment of Servants and Cattle, 
or ſuch Work or Journeying, as would be of ill 
want to others, ought molt carefully to be a- 
voided —We are to YOu: holy the Lord's Day, 
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* we are to abſtain from worldly Buſineſs, and 


| | ſecular Labour, much more from Diverfions. Why 
are worldly Employments forbidden, but becauſe they 


- - hinder the holy Employment of the Soul ? It is eaſier 
for a Man to be ſerious and good, to have his Mind 
filled with holy Meditations, and enjoy Communion _ 
with God, at his Work, than at his Sports. And 
one of the Fathers ſays, It is better for the Maids 
to be ſpinning, and the Men ploughing, on the 
e Sabbath, than to dance and ſport and idle away 


3 their Time.“ God's Deſign in ſeparating and 


ſanctifying the Sabbath is more perverted by Diver- 
ſions than by Labour. The former eſtrange the 
Heart more from God and divine Things, than the 


latter. Diverſions are at all Times hazardous, occa- - 


fioning a Diſſipation of Thought, endangering a Miſ- 


penſe of precious Time, and are apt to indiſpoſe EE 


the Soul for religious Exerciſes. But they are a 
moſt ſhamefal Miſpenſe of /acred Time, and a moſt 
horrid Perwer/ion of the Deſign of the Lord's Day. 
Our Text expreſsly requires us, to refrain from do- 
ing our own Pleaſure on God's holy Day; and again, 


from finding our own Pleaſure, Now this intimates, 


that there are ſome Pleaſures properly our own, and 
which are lawful on other Days, but not to be 
uſed on the Sabbath. This therefore we are to at- 
tend to; and not put ſuch Contempt on the Sab- 
bath, as to play at any Game, follow any Sport, or 
engage in any Amuſement. This is ſpending the | 
Sabbath as a Day devoted to our Luſts, and to the 
Devil, and not to Gop,——In like Manner wa/ting 
about in the Streets, or Fields, merely for Amuſe- _ 
"nw 1s evidently wrong, and a Thing of very bad 
8 .. ROOT: = 


J ( 


205 en. — _ Loads nr 5 
= 1 ee If it be abſolutely neceſſary for Heakh, 


tie is proper always to walk alone; for tho* your 


Converſation with one another may be religious, yet 


| - thoſe that ſee you, do not know that; and may 


be encouraged by your Example to idle-away ſacred 


: Time. —Prequenting Coffee-houſes, or other public 


1 Houſes, on the Lord's Day to read the News, ap- 


5 pears to me inconſiſtent with the ſacred Regard due 


to the Day. This leads to vain, and trifling Com- 


5 pany and Converſation. And to 80 from the Houſe 


of Gov directly to ſuch Places, is a very unnatural 


Tranfition; tends to drive out every ſerious Im- 


preſſion; to defeat the Improvement you would other- 


wiſe receive, and to lead others, by your Example, 
into Sin and Miſchief. Beſides this, the Generality 


of Men in Trade have ſo little Leiſure, on other 


. Days, ſor improving their Minds and Morals and 


Inſt their Families, that they ought not to 


N trie away the lea Part of the Sabbath For 
tte ſame Reaſon, I muſt admoniſh thoſe of the other 
Sex, and indeed all of you, againſt Viſting on the 


| Lord's Day. When I confider the general Strain 
of Converſation at Viſits, I cannot, with the utmoſt 


Stretch of Charity, ſappoſe, that your Converſation 


at them on the Lord's Day, is always religious, 
always uſeful, or even always innocent. But ſup- 
| poſing it were, your Time might be as well em- 


i ployed at Home. You are a Hinderance to the 
Family where you viſit, and to their Servants, 


| whoſe Time is employed in providing Entertain- 
ment for. you, and waiting upon you. Your own 


8 = Servants are negleQed, who never need your watch- 


f ful 19 80 more * on the Saban; 3 and Foe Example 
ITED 5 


e Fi 


. hides oo have a2 is: Influence on your 
Children, "Servants and Neighbours. The ſame Rea- 
ſon, which I mentioned above, muſt be applied he; 
that by viſiting after public Service, inſtead of re- 
7 5 tiring for Recollection, Self- examination and Pray- | 
er, ſerious Impreſſions are loſt, and the Devil fal, 
aa the good Seen, ſown in your Hearts. You may 
think it a Piece of proper Reſpect and Politeneſs 
to receive your Friends on that Day: but the Law 
of Go makes no Allowance of this Kind; and 
it will be worſe to diſpleaſe Men or to diſpleaſe 
Gov, judge ye.“ — But I muſt above all condemn 
Perſons making, or going to Feaſting and Emtertain- 
ments on that Day: for nothing can be a more evi- £ | 
dent Breach of the divine Law, than ſuch a Prac- 
tice: particularly, as, to moſt of their Servants, it 
is neither a Day of Reſt nor Devotion. Under 
this Head of Recreation and Amuſement, I muſt alſo = 
range all vain, idle, impertinent Diſcourſe on that 
Day: all unneceſſary Converſation about the com- 
mon Buſineſs, Concerns, or Occurrences of Liſe; be- 
cauſe this is unſuitable to the Deſign of the Day, 
and expreſsly forbidden in our Text. And I beg 
you pot e attend to thie 9 * 
t is ies n he þ Bonnell, 15 . | 
| eee of Ireland, that © the Lord's Day Evenings he 
© choſe. to ſpend alone, or in ſuch Company, where Religion 
might be the only Entertainment, But the Rarity of ſuch - - 
« Company, made him at laſt reſolve to vifit none upon that Day, 
© but the Sick or Afflicted; and to decline receiving Viſits as 
= E much as poffible; n to converſe only with Gov, and his 


© own Thoughts, till it was Time to * his ROO OL, 
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4, The Obfroation e Lond's Dar 


| ex greatly ſuſpect that we all of us offend in 
this Inſtance. The Text requires us to refrain o 
SS our own Words; that is, ſuch Words as are 
Proper, lawful, uſeful, at leaſt innocent, on other 
Days. This muſt evidently forbid all merry Stories, 
Jeſts, Converſation about Trade, Politics, or even 
common Occurrences ; except it. be to make religi- © 
- -ous Reflections upon them, or draw moral Inſtruc- 
tions from them. The Tongue is not to ralt of 
worldly Things, nor the Mind to lin of them, 
any more than the Hands to labour about them. — 
To ſum up this Particular: ſince it is a Day in- 
| tended to prepare Men for their heavenly Reſt, it 
muſt appear to common Reaſon, exceedingly 1 incon- 
 . fiftent and diſagreeable, for any to give themſelves 
to childiſh Frolics and ſenſual 'Entertainments,” to 
Play and Sport, walking about, viſiting or ſtaring | 
Adly in the Street, and to vain and impertinent 
> Converſation. The Command of Gop ſeems plain- 
I to forbid theſe Indulgences; and it is a ſtrong 
unanſwerable Reaſon againſt them, that the Gene- 
|  rality of Men are neceſſarily employed ſo much a- 
bout the World on common Days, that they have 
very little Time for Religion; and therefore ought 
| moſt ſolicitouſly to avoid every Thing that would 
EE be a Miſpenſe of their /acre4 Time. Our Pleaſures 
on the Lord's Day ought. to be. ſpiritual, like thoſe 
of the Angels: and a pious Man will never com- 
plwGK⸗ain of the Want of Sports and Recreations on that 
Day; ſince the Work of a Sabbath is in itſelf the 
| higheſt. and noble 74 Recreation to him. I have read 
of ſome Perſons Who have uſed Sports and Paſtime 
on Lord's 985 to ors that wing were no 50 > 


but 
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bot ſuch bn 0m equally prove a 2 
no Ciriſtians. It is certainly a Mark of an impious, 
I "Irreligious Man, to make that a Day to improve in 
Vice and Vanity, which Gov: hath appointed for _ 
our Improvement in divine Wiſdom; uns 2 ee : 


| neſs.— 2 n once de 


*. "4 | That nevertheleſs "Warks, of Novelty nd 
Merey are allowable on this Day. 1 . 


- =P ele cannot be ſuperſeded by any ae 1 N 
nor were they excluded amidſt the Rigours of the 
Fewiſh Law. Our Lord teacheth us, that it is law- 
ful and neceſſary to take Care of the Brute; crea- 
- tures; From his Principles and Arguments, as well 

as the evident Reaſon of Things, it is lawful and - 
: proper to dreſs and feed © ourſelves, to relieve the 
. Diſtreſſed; to nurſe the Sick, and take Care of 
young Children. It is lawful for Phyſicians and A- 
| pothecaries to viſit the Sick on the Lord's Day. But 
then Wiſdom and Piety will require, that, if poſ- 


 fible; they contrive their Viſits fo, that they may _ 


| have Time to join in public Worſhip. And Care 
| Hould be taken by them, that their Viſits - on that 
Day, be Acts of Religion and Charity, and not made 
3 as the common Labour of their Calling and 
to get Money. There have been ſeveral Inſtances 
of pious Phyſicians, who, ſenſible of this, have de- 
voted all the Fees they received on the Lord's Dax 
to charitable Uſes. Miniſters and chriſtian Friends ; 
may then viſit the Sick, to adviſe and comfort them 
and pray with them: yet I cannot but think it 
will be prudent, generally to avoids this, except in 
- Caſes of i, EIS N 5 their Example 
35 NS 5 may 


e young Children, ſhould perform their Services 


Lord's Day, in providing Food for many other Fa- 


in it. 1 ſay Part of the Lord's Day, becauſe every 


PS b.. Wright, 
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be miſ 8 . en 
n, eee who. ee eee deen 


for them, a. to the Lord, and improve their Time in 
Reading, Meditation, or pious Diſcourſe.: If the 
Labour of a few in a Town, for one Part of the 


es (as Bakers for Inſtance) will allow many to 
89 to the Worſhip of Gop, I cannot ſee any Harm 


one that is able, ought to attend public . Worſhip. 
But every conſcientious Perſon and Family ſhould 
contrive to have as little needfal as may be, that 
they may apply themſelves more cloſely to the ont 
Ming  abſoluttly. needful. In ſome particular Caſes, 
a Journey on the Lord's; Day may be. neceſlary; 
but ſach Caſes can: very ſeldom happen: and a. good | 
Man would. look upon the Circumſtance, which ren- 
| dered it neceſſary, as a painful one, rather than be 
glad of it, as an Excuſe. To make a ju/fifiable.Ne- 
„ it muſt be ſomething very important and conſi- 
derable i in itſelf, and urged by very great and good | 
| Reaſons. ; Becauſe the Reaſons for reſting; on this 
1 are very great and important, it is not a light 
Matter that ſhould over-rule them, It muſt alſo 
be a Matter, that could not be contrived before the 
Sabbath, nor deferred till after it. And it muſt be 
ſomething that would always have the ſane Neceſ- 
fity; chat is, if the ſame Thing ſhould fall out on 
another Day, all other Buſineſs muſt be forced to 
give way to it.* But to travel. and viſit Friends 


or 1 885 any Amoſements on that Day, _ be- 
_ Cauſe 
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= the 15 forbids. us to "HAR or to „ 
| Goop's Buſineſs on that Day, rather than 'negle& 
our own on other Days, which is the Caſe of moſt 


that travel on the Lord's Day—— this, I ſay, is no- 
thing leſs than Impiety and Diſobedience, and a 


moſt evident Contempt of the divine Law. Thus 


much for the Ref of the Day.—— The Reaſonableneſ: 
of this Reſt and Abſtinence from Labour and Amuſe. 


ment, very plainly appears to every ſerious Mind. 
The Reſt of Cattle is neceſſary for their Health 


and Serviceableneſs ; that of our Serwants, for: their 


Health, Comfort and religious Intereſts. Every In- 
dulgence that tends to prevent our attending upon 


public Worſhip and to defeat the Deſign of it, muſt 


be contrary to Reaſon and Scripture. The Mind of 


Man is limited. It cannot attend to many Things 
at once. And Religion is of ſuch vaſt and infinite 


Importance, that nothing elſe that can be purſued 1. 
or enjoyed, deſerves to be compared with it.... 


Befdes, bur degrnerate- und wess ereus 8 are 
too little diſpoſed for divine Things, and therefore 


every Thing that would, in the leaſt Degree, in- 
= terrupt their Attention to them, ſhould be carefully 


avoided. Upon the whole, to conclude this Diſc 


5 courſe——[t 1s impoſſible for Any Miniſter to lay 


the Line in many Caſes, and ſay, this #s lawful 


and this is nt. Every Man muſt judge for himſelf + 


but then let him judge as in the Sight of God, 
and as accountable to him. What hath been GC 


upon this Subject will appear to many, in the pre- 
ſent Day, too ſcrupulous, and preciſe, and laying 


too much Streſs on little Things. But the Queſtion + 
Is, Are theſe the Commands of Gop, or not? I with 


thoſe 


* 


= * 2 2 3 2 25 
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; plead for, or allow themſelves in, the fa: 
\ Relaxation from the ſtrict SanRification of 


"| "hs" Sabbath, would ſeriouſly conſider, not, what is 

the Cuſtom of the Age, but what is Right; what 

_ Gop requireth, and what will conduce to the In- 

_ tereſt of real Religion 5 dad Shether the Morals of 

Men are hab, I fince public Worſhip was more 

formerly. I wiſh they would remember theſe im- 

Portant Maxims, That it is our Duty to ab/fain from 

mii Appearance f Evil. —That it is good to keep on the 

Si. That he hath light Notions of Sin, and 

very unworthy Apprehenſions of the Nature and of 

the Law of God, who will venture to go to the 

un Bounds of Things lawful. Let it be further 

”  —— hat they who do all that is lawful, 

_ _ ſometimes do more: and that happy is the Man 
> W hath a tender Heart, and feareth always. If 

any ſhould, after all, be diſpleaſed, that I have thus 

LF publicly proteſted againſt their uſual Practices, my _ 
- - Apology: they will learn from the following Story. 
That eminent Divine, Mr. Dod, having preached ' 
en againſt the Profanation of the Sabbath, which 
much prevailed in his Pariſh, and eſpecially a- 
SLE * mong the Heads of it, the Servant. of a Noble- 

man, who was one of them, came to him, and 

aid, Sir, you have offended my Lord to-day.” 

_— Mr. Dod replied, I ſhould not have offended 

| ©. your Lord, except he had been conſcious to him- 

4 ſelf, that he had firſt offended my Lord: and 

if your Lord ee eee let _ be 

0 * . 1 


tlie holy — Saks Annabel 
and halt honour him, not doing thine own" Wi 
nor er finding thine own Pleaſure, nor dating thine 
©” own "Words: then how i "ti 
8 


oy was a Law among the antigfit Arhenrans, that 

During the Celebration of their ſacred Feaſts, 
Un no Perſon ſhould do any common Buſineſs or talk 
of any common Concerns; but their whole Time, 
Converſation and Labour ſhould be employed 15 
© bout thoſe Things, that related to the Feaſt.“ 80 
reaſonable did it appear to theſe Hearlens to forbid 
every Thing that would tend to ke their N 5 
from the ſacred Solemnities the 
Such a wiſe and piohg 


— 


3 175 1 The religions Employment. 
acti n of the Lord's Day, we "ods! nk 
deed: our. Obligations to obſerye and keep it holy. 


_ from other Days, as in a. ſpecial Manner | 4is 
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We proceeded, in our laſt Diſcourſe on this Sub- 


all worldly I Aer eee par- 


_ ticularly, from the Bagels of our Callings, from all 
our uſual Labours, all travelling, buying, ſel- 
r and the like.——We are likewiſe to reſt from 
own Pleaſures; from all Sports 2 7 Diverſions, / "= 
| quenting public Places, viſting, impertinent Con- 
verſation, and every Thing that is a Miſpence of ſa- 
8 .— alt a great and Neceſſity are 

—[ proce now to the other Branch 


1 3 858 . 
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We Goo inſtituted. the Sabbath at FY it is 
OY He hallowed or ſanctiſied it; that is, He ſet it 
apart for religious Uſes: and Purpoſes. He ſepara- | 
ted it from a common to a holy; Uſe;" diſtinguiſhed 


He not only rale on this Day, but Jars 


to be obſerved by us, not 


ely 0 reſting en. our Labours and Recreations, 


GE} N The Reſt. abies Ds 


0 be ſubſervient 10 dhe Service and Worſhip, a 


vement- in a religious Te 
| on this Day, to honour , 


+ 


— 


to . in al Manner it is to be. kept 


— 


— 


„. a: Loup's D, 


"lob not 1 our o Ways, fading eur; own. . OE 
ere or ſpeaking our own Word. This plainly inti- 
mates, that on God's holy Day, we are to do li. 
"Ways; ſeek ſuch Pleaſure and ſuch only, as may 
properly be called divine; and ſpeak ſuch Words, 


as are ſuited to the Holineſs. of the Day, as more 


immediately tend to the Honour of God and the 
Edificatiow of ourſelves and others. From hence it 
_ plainly: appears, that the Lord's Day i is not to be E 
made a' Day of Idleneſs.- 
the leaſt Part of the -Obſervation- of it. To ſpend 


The. Reft of the Day is Fe 


and the Indulgence of the 


85 Fleſh, is fo he . anſwering the End of it, that 85 
ũt is rather turning it into a Miſchief. Were this 
all that was neceſfary, the Beaſts keep the Sabbath 
as well as Men; and how was the Sabbath made for 
"Man, às our Lord ſaith, more than for Beaſts ?. Bithop 5 
Andrews obſerves, that, To keep the Sabbath in an 
idle Manner, is the Sabbath of Oxen and Aﬀes.: - 
8 keep it in a jovial Manner, to ſee. Plays. and 
"lp Sights, to de at Cards and Entertainments, is the | 
Sabbath of the golden Calf: but to keep it in Sur- 
- *: feiting and Drunkenneſs, in Chambering and Wan- 
* tonneſs, this is the Sabbath of Satan, the Devil's 


„ holy-day. Man, for whom the Sabbath was made, 


ie both Body and Soul. And is the Soul to be hen 
hBueglected ? We are to conſider ourſelves as ſomething 
eelſe beſides Fleſh and Blood, and conſult the Intereſt 


of our better and immortal Part, We are allowed, 
yea commanded, on fix Days to do our own Work; 
a pings Intimation that on the ſeventh. we are to 
5 GOD's Work. On that Day you are im- 

| edu, to, conſider POR" as God's Servants : „ 


3 * 6 2939 
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5 25 of the Week, work a whole Day for you, fo 


F 2 intitled 2 P/alm or Song for the 4 


„ 2 on the Sabbark-dey, and read and ex- 


CN fides i, 5 obſerved” th 


Pay religious Bmp _ 
= you expect your Servants mould, on every other 


_  Govy' expects that you work 4 whole Day for Him. 
And if this Day be not entirely devoted to religi- 
| as Purpoſes, you ſpend it as your own Day, not as 
the Lord's. Whatever is ſabſervient to the great 
© Deſign of its Separation, is to be purſued. There 
+ muſt be in our Conduct a perfect Harmony with the 
| Defigh of the Day. It is neceſſary that on this _ 
we. afſemble for the public Worſhip of GOD. 
-— cordingly, in the Law of Moſes it was r 5 
that the Sabbath ſhould be a holy Convocation, a 
Day when the People were to be called together 
for Worſhip. There were alſo peculiar Sacrifices 
appointed for this Day. The ninety ſecond Plalm is 
bbath-day, which 
- -+ Intimates, that Praiſe is to be a conſiderable Part of 
the Buſineſs of this Day. The Temple, where they 
aſſembled on that Day, was called 60 D' Houſe of 
Prayer, intimating, that Prayer alſo: was a Part of 
their Buſineſs when they came up thither on the 
. The Law of Maſes and the Writings 
of the Prophets, were then read in the Few Syna- 
gogues. Our bleſſed Lord, as his Cuftom was, went 


- Pounded the Scripture :* and we have already ob- 
_ ſerved, that the primitive Chriſtians always gathered 
7 together for Worſhip on that Day: Prayers and 
Praiſes were offered up, the Seriptures were read, Ex- 
hluoortations given, and the Lord's Supper adminiſ— 
"tered; and ſome of their Writers tell us, that be- 
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8 of Rallylon, by entertaining ho Thing 
and caſting-out evil ones, and the like. And it 
muſt be carefully obſerved, that the Sanctifcation 
8 of \the Sabbath doth not conſiſt merely in re/fting. 
from Labour and Amuſement, and attending public 
Worſhip; but as much of it as poſſible, before and 
8 after the Time of public Worſhip, is to be ſpent 


in religious Exerciſes of one Kind or another; in 


3 Reading, Meditation, Prayer, Praiſe, and religious 


Diſcourſe; impreſſing on our own Souls and the 


Souls of thoſe committed to our Care, a Senſe of 
the divine Perfections diſplayed in the Creation and 
_ Government of the World, and in the Scheme of | 
our Redemption by Jeſus Chriſt.” Theſe private Ex- 
erciſes of Religion are in Effect enjoined in the 
Text: they appear founded on the Reaſon of 

i Things, and the general Deſign of this Day's be- 


ing fanctihed: they were the Practice of the A- 


poſtles and the firſt Chriſtians ; and our own Law re- 


quires, that * Every Perſon whatſoever ſhall, on e- 


ba very Lord's Day, apply themſelves to the Obſer- 


vation bf the ſame, by exerciſing themſelves there- 


on, in the Duties of Piety and true Religion pub- 
« licly and privately,” We are todo nothing on that 
Day, but what is properly religious itſelf, or what 
is helpful to Religion, or at leaſt, when Caſes of 
Neceſſity occur; what is no way injurious to it. No 
Intervals or Parentheſes ſhould be allowed between 
one religious Exerciſe, and another, but what may. 
Ek fit us to return to our: Duty with greater Vigour 


and Delight. It muſt therefore be a great Miſtake 


for any to imagine, that the Obſervation of the 
. Sabbath * . in n public Wor- 


ſhip 


* : 
5 ” w * . 2 : 
- \ 5 J p 4 
of by 1 5 * » F * F 1 * 
F RI TARA ̃w 71, ̃⅛³ . ̃ — ö — ! — es SN OE II AID WIS r — — «4 «4 ä ⁵ ˙vůͤ—— 2 1 — — a a N —— 


d b crery 
they may return to their Labours and Amuſements. 
This would be greatly defeating the Deſign of the 
Iuſtitution, and un- doing every Thing that public 
Worthip is calculated to do. In that Caſe, Men 
would come to the Houſe of Gob, immediately from 
their Cares, or their Pleaſures, with all the Hurries 
of the World about them; and go immediately and 
engage in them again, without giving themſelves. 
Time to confider what they were going about, or 


dio recollect what they had been hearing and doing: 


in Conſequence of which, they would be very little 
better for Devotion and Inſtruction. The beſt of 
$ find it difficult to get their Hearts diſen- 
gaged from'the World, to raiſe them to a ſpiritual 
ne and keep them in it: and the Difficulty : 
would be increaſed, if they were to ruſh immedi- 
_ ately from public Devotion to their Buſineſs or their 
Paſtime. The Practice of fone foreign Proteflants - 
-- hath been objected to this. It is well known to 
be cuſtomary among them to return to their Amuſe- : 
ments after public Worſhip on the Lord's Day- even- 
ing: but then, it is to be remembered, that — 
begin their Day, as the Jews did, in the Evening: : 
their Sabbath beginning on | Saturday-evening is 
| finiſhed on Lord's Day-evening : fo that they keep 
a Day of rwenty-four Hours; and during that Time 
ſuch Indulgences are diaden But whatever their 
Practice is, it is no further to be imitated by us, 
than as it is good in itſelf, and fo poor to de 
| Rules of Scripture. 
Having thus conſidered, in gen 


2 


ral, hs! W in 


which the Lord's 3185 is to be ſpent, and the holy 
Duties 5 
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2 happy Experience of the Advantage of ſo 1 


| - as ſoon as poſſible, on  Saturday-roening. © 


Daties f 1 we are to * 3 I hall em 5 
| e e this: ee A firing = few plain 
Directions for the religious Obſervation 

provement of it; which, if I can engage you, thro? 


and is 


divine Aſſiſtanee, to reduce into Practice, your own 


the Day, will render any Arguments: to excite an. 
to it in à great Meaſure unneceſſary. : 


rections are theſe; each of which 7 tall in a, few 
Wu illuſtrate and recommend. „ 


1. Endeavour to have finiſhed all 1 wortaty nag: 


r 


When Moſes. is urging. the T/raclites to prepare 


* Manna on the Day before the Sabbath, be 
' faith, © To-morrow is the Reft of the holy Sabbath .unto 
the Lord. This we ſhould recollect every Saturday 
evening and endeavour to have worldly Concerns off 
our Hands and out of our Thoughts, as ſoon as poſſible, 
The Practice of too many Tradeſmen in putting-off - 
ſome Part of their Work, particularly paying their 
Workmen, till late on Saturday-evening, and, for 5 
want of a little Reſolution and Contrivance, ſitting 
up later than on other Days, is a very evil Cuſ- 
tom, and pernicious to the Intereſt of Godlineſs : and 
thoſe pious Perſons, who cannot avoid this Incon- | 
venience, are much to be pitied. It is obſerved, in 
| the Life of that eminent Chriſtian, Jama: Bonnell, - 
= " that it troubled him, that he was often forced 


to be at his Office upon Saturdays, becauſe it hin- 


© dered. his Preparation for the Lord's Day, and might 


have an ill Effect upon his Servants: For | tho? 


4; I e he) he rooms ory * they” are not - : 
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eee It is a 3 a ee in © 
TR Hinderance to e e and: alar [© 
dos e np Aer, one ef earis 
| about eight hundred Years ago, That the Sabbath 
mould be celebrated from nine o' Clock on Sarur. | 
. © dayoeveming till Monday- morning. I wiſh this Law 125 
| was ſtill in force.“ Some Time before the Commence- 5 
maent of che Sabbath, the Jeu uſed to blow 2 
1 Trumpet in all their Towns and Diſtricts, to give 
Perſons Notice of its Approach, that they might lay 
aide their Labours and prepare for the Work of it. 
Let all Perſons, eſpecially thoſe in Trade, by pru- 
dent Forecaſt and a determinate Reſolution, endea- 
vour to contrive their Affairs ſo, that they may get 
of the Hurry of the World, as ſoon as poſſible 
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before the Sabbath; and labour to bring their Minds 
to à proper Frame for its Work, and to have Views | 
— - and {9 ſuitable © wid we / weighty 2 32 = 
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= ee 7 ; Bell Sa. at 8 in the Summer and eight 
in the Winter, in the Pariſh where the  Butchers-Row is 3_dur- 

| Ang which, the Butchers are all obliged, under a conſiderable Fe- 
{ ſhut their oy, and fell no more Meat, 
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fore you; What the damned would give for one 
Sabbath as a Day of Trial. When you are riſing, 
think of Chriſt rifing from the Dead, and what a Me 


ſo much Diligence and Reſolution, when Gob's 


Work demands W N Attendance. Let me eber: : 


you (my Brethren) to determine with the pious 


Fal, 1 myſelf will awake early.“ You will 
find this neceffary, in order more effectually to drire 
the World out of your Thoughts and fix them on 
the Things of Gov. As ſoon as you awake to 
behold the Light of the Sabbath, welcome its Re- ts 
turn, and 3½%% 600 for it; for the Iaſtitution 7 

| Sabbaths' in general, and for ſparing you to enjoy 
another, Think, what a Day of Mercy you awake 


to; what Privileges and Opportunities you have be. 


jt Blefling this was to the World. When you are 


drefſing yourſelves, think of putting on the Lord 


80 Jeſus, and pray to be cloathed with his Temper; Spirit 
and Righteouſneſs When you are waſhing, think 


F * the Purity which the Goſpel requires, and fay with 


the P/almi/t, © I will waſh my Hands in Innocency, | 


1 and fo compaſs thine Altar, O Lord.” From ſuch 
Hints as theſe, you may learn to mak 
Uſe of the common Actions of the Day: and hav- © 


a religious 


ing ſeaſoned your Minds with ſuch Thoughts i in the 


| Morning, you will be better diſpoſed for the Wort 


* — 
i ; 
885 ' 28 % 
< * by * 4 
— Tut . 
T 2 £ 
- 0 4 1 
0 * — — 4 
I 1 2 — „„ 1 # , ? _ RW Fe * : p ob . 
- 5 — > ** 4 * : 3 Wi D S: _ . y 
i oy 3 6 . 5 75 0 2 4 . wo 
a W , : - 3 8 * : > * 5 
— * Py * * 


0 1 Improvement of the whole Day. 


3. Let ad and Lp. be performed 


b a ” VS *« Re 
IT * 17 
9 * * 4 
* * i , * 
* * ; ; By 
* 3 k - ge 
#3 ; 8 1 8 94 A : 
* 7 , wh Ks , 
4 2 #1 77 1 7 Fer 7 SS : 8 
. * 1 " * 1 2 » pe * 
5 v9 4 n 3 3 2 : 
7 . 5 8 . 2 Pp f 
he F * 3 APE 07 * N : ö 
2 8 . 5D K 1 . ; 4 "8. 2 F 1 
3 57 * 3 * 5 8 h : | 7 4 7 
a f 1 5 7 8 : þ 8 
7 : = * - l - KI ba” + 
0.04 ; . IJ. : * * . * $I Ws x 5 x 
« . * 77 6 
3 y 24 . . , 
w % Fl 
+ & * Fo 
* "© A eg 
2 "0" 4 + 
D 5% - 
Ex 


| 


„ the Lords Dov.” 2 HE 217 155 5 4 


"Uo - do or retiring to Reſt 3 in the E. 0 Tp 
vening. Men riſe up early, and fit up late on other 
Days, to purſue ir own- Work, but ſhow not half 
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: 8 — your Knees, to warm your Hearts with 
2 7 tion, Providugca and. Grace: | 


3 þ _ comfortable and uſeful to ps 4 Y 


0 ” will have more Time on the Lord's Day, ſet your- 
5 5 ſelves to read che Scriptures; eſpeci 


| devotional Plalme, the Hiſtories of Chriſt, and fuck) 


5 3 and improve the pious: Prams: a” your. ) pirits. Me: 
* . ditate on what you have read, and be early on 
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for all the Wonders of Cn 
— aament, and be hum- 
. -- bled for, your many loſt Sabbaths, and the litt 

Improvement you have made of many which have 
3 18 not been 9 lo. Intreat his NN — 8 
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* den. Lee. LORE. Familie 


your Prayers, 

„ how greatly you de- 
I e in 1 it, e ee een, are that it may be 
a bleſſed Day to you. and to ure In your . | 


5 4 oth 11 ae hang ee 
IE 2 : 5 ae never * l to pray for Chriſt's Mini- 
ters, eſpecially for pour own. Never fail affectionate- 
to. recommend them to the. Aſiftance of ob's 


| Sp, and their Labours to the Influences of his 


Be 3 Hh © Grace; for their Sake,. for your own, and for che 


FF: Sake of your Fellou-chriſtians. We ſhould pray 
BE © and preach better, and labour more ſucceſsfully, if 
ES von, Brethren, would pray more earneſtiy for us. 
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| 9 4 1 PRO 1 ir At 2 Eb.” 
{oldie Ordinances be taint: with! 1 


+ He that would profitably worlkig che G » 
'6 a heathin Philoſopher) muſt not worſhip them 4 


* che bye, but with previous Thought.” The R... 


verence. due to ſacred Things requires, that ſerious _ 
5 Conſideration and Prayer precede your engaging „ 
them. Thus the Thoughts, too much bent upon 
the World, may be taken off from it and the Heart 


7 _ engaged. to approach unto Goy.——Let. me caution  . 


you, not to for/ake the aſſembling of yourſelves together. 


let no flight Excuſe or Infirmity keep you. from 
tze Houſe of Gov. I have known. ſeveral inſitm a 


55 Chriſtians, who have acknowledged, that public 


17 Worſhip hath been their beſt Cordial: and 1 know,,. 


1 by long Experience, that an exceſſive Fear and Cau- 


Baooody, and the Difinclination of the Heart. There is 


tion on this. Head, increaſes the Infirmities of the 


ö | Reaſon to fear, that Gov may turn ſome Perſons 
Sins into their Puniſhment ;., and make thoſe Di.. 


orders real and great, which kept them from the 


Hlouſe of Gop, when they were only fancied; or 


mall. © For this Cauſe, faith che Apoſtle, namely, 


not paying a reverent Regard to divine Inſtitutions, | 1 


mam are weak. and fichly among yon, and many fleep."* 
5 When you are in Goy's Houſe, be all- attention 


to what is ſaid, and worſhip Him in Spirit and Truth... 


Let no Indecencies of Behaviour, no ſleeping, no : 


. - gazing-about, no idle Poſtures, be ever ſeen among: 
you. Watch againſt. being abſent in Spirit; againſt 
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5 N e Meditation, that digeſts it, and makes it fit for 


5 4 ſhop Hopkins) to hear the Word of Gov only, is 


trifle any. ks: * in | the Houſe of . 1 
about the Affairs of Eternity. After Worſhip, retire. 
| for ſerious Recollection. Without this (faith Bi- 3: 


* 


ſwallow our Food without chewing it: it * 


4 to 


Nouriſhment. If you do not fix the Word i in your: 
Minds by Meditation and Prayer, the Devil, as our 
el obſerves, will feal it away. e Hig te? 


215 Let neceſſary Refreſhments be uſed with Mode: 
ration and Devotion. ß. IN ge 


$05 * 5 * 8 ” 4 3 
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"Fo contrive o EY more or , better Food on ak L 
bey than on others, is certainly wrong: not onl7 
* it is an Injury to Servants, keeping them 
from the Worſhip of Gov, or taking up more of 
their Time than is needful ; but becauſe it renders 
. Perſons in peculiar” Dunger of Exceſs, and thereby 
_ they”; are expoſed to Drowfne/s : the Faculties of 
the Mind are over-charged and unfitted for religious 
Ern A Caution on this Head is very neceſ- / 
fury, that you may be in the fitteſt Frame for = 
Duties. Making Feafts and Entertainments on that 


Day is (as. 1 have already hinted) evidently wrong : -- 8 


it is doing our. own Work and finding our own Plea- 
_ fare.” But refreſhing the Bowels of the Poor is high- 
becoming, and at once an Act of Piety and Hoſ- 
ates. Take peculiar Care on that Day, © whe- 
3 you eat or drink, to do all to the Glory of 
GOD. Let your common Actions be ſanctiſied and 
ned into religious ones, by being attended with 
pious Thoughts; accompanied with edifying Diſ- 
ere; and W045 be done wr Aa godly Sort. Let 
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13 Nen of public Worlhip und after it, be fuited't6 
+ | the Deſign of the Day. Let what you have been 
1 bearing be the Subject of Diſcourſe with your Fa- 

milies and Friends. Let your Speech, eſpecially then, 
be cn Grace, Labour to communicate Holy Thoughts | E 
and Affections to others, and to 'edify each others“ — 5050 
| Souls. Remember that you "are no more to t 1 
pour own Words, than to "ao your' own Work, or 3 | 
* a your” own Pleaſure. T add, 8 er ee ee, 
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: 5 5 : 5 th Let. your, Families tbe e infruged en 4 


To OR v You are not © only 10 TOY with HOY ha 
Da, as well as on others, but to inſtruct eines th - 
tte "Things of Goy. Teach your Children "their | 
- Catechiſm and endeavour chat the untertan 
5 What they learn. Talk plain . and familiarly to 
= them, concerning the Things of Gop and the Mat- 
FF -—- ters of Religion. Enquire What they remember of 
TE. Sermons they have heard; and what Remarks 
they make upon them, Remind: them of what 
+ hath been ſaid in public, eſpecially of what pecu- 4 
8 Harly ſuited their Age and Circumſtances: remind mY | 
Y them alfo of their baptiſmal Engagements. | Some | 
ttlmes take each of them aldne; "admoniſh - them 4 
„ |. wad pray; With them: and let them learn from 
„ thenee, 2 as it is. the moſt Rriking Way of "teaching, = 
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1 3 "their" Aten et your Servants 4s" Mato 
1 in your pious Ad friend Care, as in alt Ren- 
F' Ton they ought. It is, I think, much to the De- IF 


* 2 _ + Fiment of chriſtian, 3 that the Cuſtom of 


and ate the Fader Fa- 
Lord's D ay- 


See that they be 2 with Bibles a 
ben e tert keen 


7 
I I 


* 


IS 


not in an authoritatire Manner, but Ww 


a . 
. 
TUD 


1 bad : 
Hoe ret ep 25 


. 
2 


b . 
2 - 
e 


—_— 
flor rot arp tf 


$7 . 8 S 3 . 3 r 3 5 N A 
* 7 A - 3 E — LS 4 #5 : ;- ; 7 
1 DB F 8 7 2 n 5 . 4 7 EIS, 1 1 
* Pt HY . * 5 * "ads = Yr » 4 A KS : . 5 5 FL 2 
6 . N WEN 4 9835 *x 5 2 1 
— 8 RF 1 bs r * . 4 s Ga 
2 ; 3 5 5 =. 8 7 ate OR 
oo S . . ' F | FAD "I g 
1 * 1 A of 5 Wee f - — 1 £ > 
N * „ V 2 £3 * x . 1 ” : 
o ” . 7 2 22 75 7 4 2 4 E 
« * * : 5 2 7 — 25 4 Av 9 i * 
5 D Bs n ee * 1 N 2 2 . 
' 22 's : a oh ERS Ri. f 4.4 FS 
a CITE I 4 3 n 9 . _ ö 4 
** OT, 3 3 * 3 5 8 5 * 
11 I , + 7 J 4 1 
1 . 2 5 Nr 4 x - K = » 


oe charitable. Uſes It ſeems that at that Time, 


_ his Money was delivered. to the Deacons, to be 
added to the LORIN. Stock of the Church. Bat 


we mays in Effect, obſerve this Direction, in the 


Method jaſt e 8g on thoſe Lord's Days, when 
there is no public Collection for the Poor in our 
Aſſemblies, Mort. of Mercy are proper Duties of 
Day: and as it is kept in Commemoration of 
Chi 's ReſurreQion, which is the Foundation of 
our Hope, and as it is the Day, on which we re- 
.ceive ſpiritual Bleflings from him; theſe are ſpeciall 
Motive to enlarge our Charity. We ſhould then 
lay- by as Go hath proſpered us, with a Jdolemn _ 
A of Thankſgiving to Him for his Bleſſing upon 7 
our Labours, and earneſt" Defires of his / graciouſly _ 

devote. to his) Honour and Ser- 
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. nation, Meditation and Prayer. | 0 


KRetire in the Evening, and take a Arto 1 
nf, the Work of the Day. Conſider, with what Di. 


ofitions) you aroſe - ho ] you performed ſecret and 
Family-worſhip—how you behaved in the Houſe of. 
Gop—what Inſtructions you received and how your 
"Hearts \ were affected under Ordinances. Read over 


read, expounded, and preached. upon; 
endeavour to recolle& as much as you can, of what 


was ſaid) for their Illuſtration and Improvement. In 
: one ſecret Devotion, renew - Ow" een, to N of 


d every Thing in your Ne 2 


i e unſuitable to the Deizu 1 Work of it. 
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„ * Ie 25 hs Lord ene, Day. 1 ik hs old. i 5 
alm Name of a cen was quite forgotten among 
5 - "My; thine "Ton proper Name e might lead us to re Ke Pe. 
Collect, whoſe Day it i, and to whoſe: Honour it 
. i to be employed. Let us have an Eye to him 
nin all the Duties of the Day, fix our humble Depen- 
BE dance upon him for the Aſſiſtance of his Spifit, 
and look for the Acceptance of all our Services 
thro? his Merits and Mediation. And let it be 

_  gecompanied with holy Chearfulneſs and Delight. - 
| Let us keep the Lord's Feaſts al Foy and Glad. 
VV dread the Character of thoſe, who _ 
b MD faul at 60D, Ser | 


erwice and ſay, what a” Wea- 11 
rinefs re? of thoſe who*are deſcribed as faying, 


utterly unlawful to /af upon it, and endeavoured 


to avoid all Occaſions and Expreſſions of Sorrow 
and Sadneſs. As it is the Day 'the Lor all made, 
the Day when we commemorate the moſt ineſtimable 
Bleſſings, we ought to rejoice and be glad in it to 
endeavour to baniſh every Thing gloomy from our 
Minds, and earneſtly pray that Gop would enable 
zus to take Delight in it, and give us a ſtronger 
7 ONE. 0" its noble and ſublime Pleaſures. Sing- 8 
FF +0008 


_ , © ephen"evill the Sabbath be gone, that ve may fell © 
| — D us, as the Text mee call the © 
Sabbath a Delight not only account it fo, but 
call it ſo; expreſs our Satisfaction and Pleaſure in 
SS. before others, and bear Teſtimony to its Uſe- 
fulneſs and its Comfort. Let us guard againſt a 
-  ſerwile Frame of Spirit, and performing the Duties 
of Religion with Dread or with Relufance. The 
primitive Chriſtians conſidered themſelves a8 obliged RES. 
do celebrate this Day with Joy: they counted it 
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Ford 55 1 5 vines by. eie . " but-Gaunded-; on the 
= "beſt Reaſons, , and attended with the nohleſt Au * 1 
1 i Here 1 would urge upon yon theſe Aa-. 
: 1 1 | guments and Motives,— That the religious Ober 
1 vation.) of. thee: Lord's Day ere e el it a mot 5 
1 . ring 4 Bieſiag on the other ee of the Week 5 
= 3 9 85 . will promote the Proſperity of our eee 
1 ou will. tend to the Honour of -Gop and the Re- 
= ER will nay: 5 maintain and advance © 
n wall” fit us for an 


& 1 8 8 5 0 1 4 74 1 d n 
. _ theſe Motives „333 WE 1 Seed 3 Th, . 
V Dilton fs read by Proeſtant-dſinten, 3,1 would - 
urge upon them an Argument, well- adapted to a W EY 2) 4 

of that Perſuaſion ; namely That the religious Obſervation We <—Y 

©. Lord's Day woas the Practice of their Pious Anceſtors.” The Puritans | 
| and Proteftant-difenters in former Ages, were always aiftinguidied , 3, wb; lf 
1 from the Bulk of the Nation by obſerving the Lord's Day with ERS. 
Vester Stisctneſs. It hath been (as Dri Watte obſerves)” a Dif- 5 I 
: © tindtion' of conſiderable” ſtabding; and that hot in a Town r. 
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wd, but generally throughout the Nation. Abd tho the 
base always been ſome Members" of the Nar/mal' Church, Wh 
i bare paid a moſt religious Regard to the Lord's Day, yer I 3 
2 3 e e been "comparatively few 5 while this has” been | 
the general Character of Proteflant-diſſenters.  Formetly, if Per. 
ſons  nege@ed to worhip God publicly twice. a Day, exci 1 
1 hindered';—if they counted it of no Importance, how - es 

c they ſpent their Time after wards; if they indulged” 1 22 
. Sp i eee Bukit) and Amuſements ; —wafted the Aﬀer- . T2 

7 on in prolonging their Dinner with the Pipe and che „„ 
8 Gor impertinent Converſation, which the more ſerious employed „ 
1 ; 5 5 5 - 4 public Worſhip, reading or religious Retirement; —if they e ee 
1 melee e EYE and ſpent $7 
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_ ith him, and. a Senſe of his Favour. . 1t is: further 
* — promiled, a. few; Verſes after our Text, to every 
done that keepeth the Sabbath from polluting it, 
s 7. will. bring” them to. my- holy Mountain and make 
- them Joyful. in "my Houſe of Prayer, and their Sacrifice 
/ Sabbaths are dull 
and uncomfortable to yt decanſs, their: . 
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be accepted upon my Altar. 
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| of .Gov's Ways" 


#'oge of Geil yer in "ths? 


+ # went self there was a Face of i Godlineſs upon the Nation, 
©. tho” ſome made but a Maſk of it; and Religion, at leaſt in 
che Profeſſion of it, did prevail. Li e ee Wh 


N what they will of thoſe Times,” Thus faid 


_ Philip Henry, whoſe Piety, Integrity, and Candour are well known, 
ven Biſhop Burnet faith, © There hat been a Face of Gravity 
tration. There was good Jof-,. 


* and Piety in the former Admi 
eee dete, bal Vier was pp and pater ſo that we 


© always reckon. thoſe Gabt Ven of, Uſrrpation = Time of gil . 
Peace and Proſperity.” I Hist. Vol. x. p. 93, 187. zamo.] Let 
and never loſe this honourable 
Patt of our CharaRter, \ Biſhop Burnet obſerves many Years: ago, 
| © that the Diſſarers had loſt much of their former Strifthels, Which 
We in the en, 
Day have loſt more of it; inſomuch that we ſeem to deſerve: | 
Chat ſmart Reflection, which -Mr. Nein once made upon ſome: 
Dine who came to ſee him, dreſſed out to the Extremity of 
| ſcruple Conformi-. 
8 to the Church, you do not ſeruple Confermity ts the Weld. . 
let Priveffant-diſſenters, and eſpecially thoſe,” who have been trained. 
up by pious Parents in a firift Obſervation of the Sabbath, * 
tte Language of the Tert, lay- bad on it and never loſe it. 
%)VVCTV RIO OT 
ng into the more dangerous Extreme, Let us endeavour 
't retrieve and preſerve this honourable Diſtinction, and be in this 
den Followers 17 817 who thro* 1 7 and Patience inberit 
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"Amuſements, e kayo ne Reliſh for 
ions — whereas that Reliſh and . - 


a ear is to be ed by Uſe and Habit. | Fo 
© And were Men to take Pains with their own Heaps, - 5 
* Wee Abe eee and Pleaſure in reli- 

Services, infinitely ſaperiour to what any Thing 5 1 3 
de ect afford, The Brercifes of Pra ö 


Praiſe are in themſelves delightful to a good Mind. 1 5 
1 increaſeth the natural Delights of Life, _ 3 
_ eſpecially its religions” ones. By the Work of a 
Sabbath, dead Souls are, thro' a divine Blefling, wo. „ 
times awakened and made alive, —good } Reſolutions | 1 
and Habits ſtrengthened the Soul contracts a Fine” | 
1 ls, which is not eaſily moved by Temptation,” |} - 
"it ie filled with a Senſe of the divine Preſence, and | 
8 better ſecured at all Times and 1 
Places. Reviewing the "Truths we have heart in 
Public; ; Meditation upon them in our Retirement; | 5 
_ Diſcourſe upon them in our Families, and 5 i 
\ about. them between God and our -own- Souls, - 
"this is the ouly ſure Way to render public Wor. 
18 effectual to fit. us for Heaven, and to anſwer | 
the religious Parpoſes of the Lord's Day. For want 
of this it is, that many Tradeſmen, Jud: ſome of 1 
te learned Profeſfons too, Who underſtand and can f 3 'T 
talk well of Trade, Politics, or common Occurrences, . 1 
Eno very little of Religion and their Bibles ; Big 1 
and can ſcarce read any Book upon moral and di- 
vine Subjects, but they are out of their Depth. „ 
30D hath marked out: the Sabbath, as 4 — 
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which Religion is to be ſtudied, the Soul im proyed, i 4 
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5 ES,» 5 wb will 1 "employ i it, He hath marked it out a8 „* 


- | Will %% thoſe that fünctify it, by giving them far- 
4 5 15 185 Ae ee of Knowledge and Grace. Many, I 
1 5 may ſay all, good 

1 them have left: their R 


for our 


3 | 5 3 have had no other Education but being taught to 
wead, and little Time for Reading" aud Reflection, 
1 . but on the Lord's Day; and yet, by a xc ene 
pProvement of that Time, have been eminent 
Wicdom and Fiety; and undertoad more of Religi- | 
on and the Scripture, than moſt Gentlemen, Y: GN, - 
3 . and, E fear I may add, ſome Di vines too. The Lord's 
13 Daß is the pleaſanteſt Day in the Week to 'a ſpiritual. 
1 Mind; and, if properly kept, wall greatly ra 
1 1 Attainments, Character, and'Bxperiencs. 
Leg me conclude this Head with a remarkable Puf- 
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I »Mierchanudiſe, and 'Gop een Provider. — 
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1 1 It will bring. A, Bling on, the other Days, of 
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Men have found zit o; ; ſomne of 


i 5 Adm ition and Encouragement. And I have known 
5 Stan fone poor Mechanics and Labourers, who 


| = ſaß bout of the Koran, or Bible of the Mahometans e = 
1 iel Lawgiver' thus directs; When you are gal- 
| = led to Prayer, on the Day of che Aſſembly, or 
 _ _ © Sabbath" (which with them is every Friday) haſten 
1 + to the Commemoration of "Gov! ue Reward | 
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his e Thie will excite - me 


= Den in; our | Hearts 


"= Exerciſes of Religion on the: Lord's Day, 


dorm „and Diſere- 
5 ions and: . by a natural. 

worldly, Proſperity, ——Þelides this, we have Reaſon | 
n peculiar Bling from Gop on the La- 
bours of the Week, if we ſanctify his Dar. 80 He 
1 . 3 romiſes, if thou ſanctify the Sabbath, * 1 will cauſe 
die to ride "upon the" high Places "of the Earth, and 
OT - fied thee with the Heritage of Jacob thy Father, th 
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3 a e thee to à State of Plenty, Dignity * 
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: and all thoſe: Vices, e previms, he a 5 
| or like a ſecret Fire, con- 1 
ves 7. It will moderate that 
About the World, Which hurts Perſons? Health, diff. 
titracts their dn _2et and makes them rern 4 
Making ſuch a Pauſe, ries, * A 
Paine of Life, ad employing it reli f 
N ve Conſcience Time to reflect and to ſpeal hy 
| e ut, if any Thing hats: = | 
- amiſs. in our Conduct : and the. ſtill Voice of Rea» © | 
ien and; Conſcience. will. be heard, when the Voice 
_ "of the World and the Din of Pleaſtre are filent. 2 
Wberess thoſe who profane the Sabbath, often con. 
ts of Idleneſs. On chat Day they con- 
ins; of the Week, injure their Fami 4 a : 
and grow leſs diſpoſed for honeſt Labour. The good 5; 
T0 reſhons made upon the Heart by the public ane 
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111 5 1 Men ops end; has: he. more care» 
| © fully and piouſly, they have kept the Sabbath, the 
more remarkably they have been aſſiſted, and prof- 
11 = thro” the following Week, This Dame 
bath been made, and recorded, by ſuch eminent 
N Names, as s Biſhop Hall, and that celebrated Judge, | 
Sir Matthew Hale. The laſt, giving his Children 
3 ſuch Directions for the Obſervation of the E 
1 8 as laid hefor. Jou in the laft Diſcourſe, ſaith, * 
N 1 * 7 found by a ſtrict and diligent ee 
{| © that a due Regard to the Duties of this Day, ham 
1 ever had joined to it a Bleſſing upon. the reit of 
KEY 1 and the Week, that hath. been fo. be- 
| gun, hath been bleſſed. and proſperous to me. And 
1 5 on the other Side, when 1 have. been negligent | 
- .* of the Duties of this Day, the reſt of the Week - 
bath been anſucceisful, and unhappy to my on 
5 ſecular Employments. So that I could eafily make 


an Eſtimate of my Succeſs the Week following, by 1 ; 


the Manner of my paſſing. this Day: and this (he 
* adds) I do not write lightly and inconſiderately, 


bot upon a long and ſound Obſervation and Ex- _ 1 


« perience. Another Argument for te ct religh. 
dus Obſervation of the Lord's Day is, 6 


3. Ir win promote the Proſperity of our Country. | 


4 . 3 1 not ſet. myſelf. to ſhow, that Gag "a 
in not. turned away from our Country, but his Hand 
is firetched out fill, And IL am well. n 
dle of the Tniquities, for which he he hath. A 3 * 
terowerß with us, and corrects us, is ; the. Profanati- LS 
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= 5 Sabbath-dey ; ; then will I kindle a Fire in the Gates of 1 


Hh "Feruſalex, and it Mall 
1 quenched." Again, Becauſe they have 'hid their 
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4 vill bind them: there will. be no mutual Truſt and 
_ Confidence among us; yea, Society would be dif- 


natic at eee profaning the Gabback,. 5 2 5 "2 | 
_ Thing ir this that ye do, and. profane the Sabbath: 
"We did not your Fathers thus ? and did not our GOD © 
2 this Evil upon us, and upon this City? yet ye. 

; - more Wrath upon Iſrael by profaning the Sab- ; 
Bath: An awful Threatening to this Purpoſe is in 177. 
remiah ; If ye will not hearken to me to ha/low the "oj 
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wy Sabbaths, that i is, treated them with Con- 
tempt; therefore have I poured out my Indi gnation _ „ 
on them, I have con/umed them with the Fire of mine 1 
Aer t Without public Worſhip, Go would Glow bs - 


= 6h and Religion loft among us. If Men are 


ce releaſed from the Obligations of Piety, er N 5 5 ; ty 


Wired. The Fear of Gov is the principal Suppoſe 4 _ 
of Government, and of the Peace and good Order 1 
0 the World. The more Godlineſs, there is * : 
wong us, the more Honeſty, Induſtry, and Sobriery | 

_ there will de. Nothing but religion, Principles wil! 
ain Men from ſecret Wickedueſs, „ 3 
the Liezndoufucly of the Great, who think them- 4 +4 
" Telves above Law; and curb the wild Paffons of 
we People, And as there is no- Probability, | that | ; x: 
[Religion will ever Houriſh or ome? CO _ * 
* e ſane „ing 5 
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tuo Nation, Jad Ga! may not is aa to. 


give us @ Prey to our Enemies, Let every one. 
_ then, who wiſhes well to the Intereſts of his Coun- 
_ ty, ſhow it, by keeping the Sabbath from 1 ꝗ 1 
ting it; for thus ſaith the Lord, If ye diligently - 


od - hearken unto me to hallow re Sabbath-day, to do no . 


_ Wark therein, then ſhall there enter into the Gates 
of FJeruſalm Kings and Princes ſitting upon the 


Throne of David, and they and their Princes, e 


"ow. of Fudah and the Inhabitants of Jer/alem . 1 
and this City, ſhall remain for ever.“ 
the Sabbath is moſt Any " ar ove 


£6 will tend. to the Honour of Gov nd the 
| Redeemer. „ Tr. 


Gov. is 3 as we. entertain cond _Y 
| a deep and reverent Senſe of his Perfections; ac+ 
8 our Obligations, profeſs our Gratieaily,. 
to him, and commit ourſelves to his paternal Good- 
ness: and When we endeavour, by our Braun: 
and Influence, to promote ſuch Affections and Be- 
haviour towards him, in others. Public Union in 
religious Offices keeps up a Veneration for God, 
© guards his Worſhip againſt the unreaſonable Attacks 


of Atheiſts and Libertines: whereas the Neglect of 


his Worſhip and Service, is an open, viſible Affront 
to him. SanRifying the Lord's Day, is rendering 
to Gov the Things that are G0 D,; giving him 
the Homage, the Time and Service which he re- 
| quires ; otherwiſe we are guilty of Profaneneſs, In- 
Fee Robbery, and Sacrilege,——lt is an open and 
Fm? e 19 Chriſt as our as * Mater, 
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dur Depe . upon . 1 our eee . 
„ bim. "The Sabbarh's is a Hauding Memorial of the DS 5 
FE. renant. between Gop and his People, and an - 
© Evideiice of our Relation to him. Thus it was „ 
. between him aud the Children of 1/#ae//* that 
2 belonged to Fehowah, and were neither Atheiſts © 15 
nor Idolaters. Thus He ſaith, I gave them my 
Sabbath to be a. Siga between me and them, that 
_ they may know that I am the Lord, that ſanRify 
them, x7 that they are my People and choſen to be 
3 For theſe Reaſons Gop complains of the 
Diſhonour that was done % him by polluting his! | 
Sabbaths, in many Paſſages of the ſame Prophet. 
Jo negle& the inftitated Means of Religion is an 
Affront to the divine Authority, an eee 
of his Wiſdom in enjoining them, and a Contempt 
of his Goodneſs, which hath furniſhed us with ſuch 
Helpe to be holy and happy. Every fincere ui 
tian will be tender of the divine Honour; and 8 
afraid of allowing himſelf in any Thing, chat may 


carry the Appearance of putting Contempt - wi | 
= divine Ordinances and Inſtitutions. As the Lord 
hath. honoured the firſt Day of the Week 

- wth his Name, and claims a ſpecial Property in 
itz it ſhould certainly be our Care to keep it holy, 
and ch honour him whoſe Reſurrection and A 


5 commemorate.——1 add further, „„ af 


8 1 Sanctifying the Lord? $ Day, will helps py mains. 1 
rain and advance Religion i in the W. d e | 
5 How is Religion to be fu 8 i che Word 

= How 'hath' it been hitherto rel * How _—_ 
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crven from thoſe Things, which we apprehend law- 
ful und innocent, if we have Reaſon to ſuſpect that 


' 85 Saſs. f . Preſence 10 Providence 2 Gov 40 
be maintained; but by ſtated public Wash , 


© who! only attend it out of Deceney and Cuſtom," 


be be wrought-upon by it, and become: really: bi 
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